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Q1

What is the cost to paint a mother-in-law suite above a garage in Kanata?

Painting a mother-in-law suite above a garage in Kanata typically costs $2,500 to $5,500 for a complete

interior paint job, depending on the size, layout, and current condition of the space. Most garage suites

range from 400 to 800 square feet and include a main living area, kitchenette, bathroom, and separate bedroom,

which affects both material quantities and labor complexity.

The cost breakdown varies significantly based on the suite's configuration. A basic 500-square-foot suite with

standard 8-foot ceilings, minimal trim work, and walls in good condition will fall toward the lower end of the range.

However, many Kanata garage suites feature vaulted ceilings following the roofline, extensive built-in storage, or

open-concept layouts that increase the paintable surface area. Suites requiring significant prep work — patching

nail holes from previous tenants, covering scuff marks, or dealing with kitchen grease stains — will push costs

higher.

Ottawa's climate creates specific considerations for garage suites. These spaces often experience more

temperature fluctuation than main houses, which can cause paint adhesion issues if the suite lacks proper

insulation and climate control. Winter humidity levels can be problematic if the space isn't properly heated, while

summer heat buildup under the roof requires good ventilation during painting. Plan interior work for late fall through

early spring when the space is easier to climate-control and painters offer better rates during their off-season.

Premium paint is especially important in rental suites because tenants are harder on surfaces than

homeowners. Expect to spend $400 to $700 on paint and materials for a typical suite using quality products like

Benjamin Moore Regal Select or Sherwin-Williams ProClassic. Many Kanata homeowners choose semi-gloss or

satin finishes in high-traffic areas and kitchenettes because they clean easier and resist scuffing better than flat

paint.

The access factor affects pricing since painters need to work around the garage space below and potentially

navigate narrow staircases. Some contractors charge a modest premium for garage suite work due to equipment

access challenges. When you're ready to get specific quotes, you can browse painting contractors familiar with

Kanata garage suites through the Ottawa Construction Network directory to compare options and pricing for your

particular space.

Q2
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How much should I budget for painting exposed ductwork and pipes in my
Ottawa basement?

Painting exposed basement ductwork and pipes in Ottawa typically costs $800 to $2,500 for an average

basement, depending on the complexity of the mechanical systems and your finish goals. The wide range

reflects whether you're doing basic coverage with a brush and roller versus professional spray application that

creates a clean, uniform appearance.

Ottawa basements present unique challenges for painting mechanical systems. Our freeze-thaw cycles mean

basement humidity fluctuates significantly between winter (when forced-air heating creates very dry conditions) and

spring/summer (when foundation walls can sweat and humidity spikes). This makes proper surface preparation and

paint selection critical for durability. Most Ottawa homes built before 1990 have galvanized steel ductwork that may

show rust spots, while newer homes typically have aluminum ducts that hold paint better.

For a DIY approach, budget $200 to $500 in materials. You'll need a high-quality metal primer like Corroseal or

Rust Mort ($35 to $50 per quart) to handle any surface rust, followed by a durable topcoat such as Benjamin Moore

Impervo or Sherwin-Williams Pro Industrial ($60 to $80 per gallon). Wire brushes, sandpaper, painter's tape, and

drop cloths add another $100 to $150. The labor-intensive part is cleaning, priming, and cutting in around all the

joints, hangers, and connections - expect 15 to 25 hours of work for a typical basement.

Professional painting runs $3 to $8 per linear foot of ductwork plus $15 to $25 per pipe run, with spray application

commanding premium pricing. The advantage is speed, uniform coverage, and proper surface preparation including

rust treatment. Many contractors prefer scheduling this work during Ottawa's winter months when basement access

is easier and the controlled environment produces excellent results.

Important considerations: Never paint over asbestos-wrapped ducts or pipes without professional assessment -

many Ottawa homes built before 1980 contain asbestos insulation that requires specialized handling. Also, ensure

all mechanical systems are clean and fully cured from any recent installations before painting, as oils from new

fittings can cause paint adhesion problems.

When you're ready to explore professional options, you can browse painting contractors experienced with

basement mechanical systems through the Ottawa Construction Network directory to compare approaches and get

detailed quotes.

Q3

What should I budget for painting a nanny suite entrance and stairway in
Ottawa?
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Budget $800 to $2,000 for painting a nanny suite entrance and stairway in Ottawa, with costs varying

significantly based on ceiling height, stair configuration, and surface condition. The wide range reflects the

complexity differences between a simple straight staircase with standard 8-foot ceilings versus a curved or L-

shaped stairway with cathedral ceilings that require scaffolding or extension equipment.

Stairways present unique challenges that drive up painting costs compared to regular rooms. The awkward angles,

varying ceiling heights, and safety equipment needed for proper access mean painters must work more slowly and

carefully. In Ottawa's older homes, many nanny suites are located in converted basements or attics where

stairways may have low headroom, tight turns, or unusual proportions that complicate the work. Additionally,

stairways get heavy traffic and require durable paint that can withstand frequent contact and cleaning.

For a typical straight staircase with entrance area (roughly 200-300 square feet of wall surface), expect to pay $12

to $18 per square foot including labour and materials. This covers proper surface preparation, primer where

needed, and two coats of quality latex paint like Benjamin Moore Regal Select or Sherwin-Williams ProClassic. If

the existing paint is in poor condition or you're dealing with wallpaper removal, add $300 to $800 for additional prep

work. High-gloss or semi-gloss paint is recommended for stairways due to durability and cleanability, though it costs

$5 to $10 more per gallon than flat paint.

Be particularly cautious about lead paint in older Ottawa homes — stairway trim and railings in pre-1960

houses often contain lead and require professional testing and safe removal procedures. Factor in an additional

$500 to $1,500 if lead abatement is needed. Also consider that most painters will charge a premium for stairway

work due to the safety risks and specialized equipment required.

When you're ready to get specific quotes for your nanny suite project, you can browse painting contractors through

the Ottawa Construction Network directory to compare local professionals who have experience with stairway and

entrance painting.
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Q4

How much does it cost to repaint a 1970s split-level exterior in Ottawa South?

Repainting a 1970s split-level exterior in Ottawa South typically costs between $4,500 and $9,000, with

most homeowners paying around $6,000 to $7,500 for a quality job. The wide range reflects the condition of

your existing paint, amount of prep work required, and paint quality chosen.

Split-levels from the 1970s present specific challenges that affect pricing in Ottawa's climate. These homes often

feature a mix of materials — brick on the lower level with wood siding, aluminum siding, or stucco above —

requiring different preparation techniques and paint products. The multi-level design creates more linear feet of trim,

soffits, and fascia compared to a simple rectangular home of the same square footage. Ottawa South's mature

neighbourhoods often have homes with original aluminum siding that may need special bonding primers, or wood

siding that's experienced 50+ years of freeze-thaw cycles.

The biggest cost variables are surface preparation and access. If your split-level has peeling paint, chalky

aluminum siding, or wood rot around windows and trim, expect prep work to add $1,500 to $3,000 to the base price.

Power washing, scraping, sanding, priming, and caulking are labour-intensive but essential for paint adhesion in

Ottawa's harsh climate. Two-storey sections require scaffolding or extension ladders, adding complexity and time.

Premium acrylic latex paint suitable for Ottawa's temperature swings runs $65 to $95 per gallon, and a typical split-

level needs 8 to 12 gallons for two coats.

Important considerations include timing and lead paint testing. Never start exterior painting before mid-May in

Ottawa, and avoid the project entirely if overnight temperatures might drop below 10°C during the cure period.

Homes from the 1970s may contain lead paint, especially on trim and windows, requiring professional testing and

potentially specialized removal procedures that significantly increase costs.

When you're ready to get accurate quotes for your specific home, you can browse experienced painting contractors

through the Ottawa Construction Network directory who understand both the unique challenges of 1970s

construction and Ottawa's demanding climate conditions.

Q5

How much does it cost to have chalkboard paint applied to a kids' playroom wall
in Ottawa?

Chalkboard paint application for a kids' playroom wall typically costs $150 to $400 in Ottawa, depending on the wall

size, surface preparation required, and whether you choose standard chalkboard paint or premium magnetic

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



chalkboard products. A standard 8x10 foot accent wall with minimal prep work will fall toward the lower end, while

larger walls or those requiring significant patching and priming will cost more.

Ottawa's dry winter air actually creates ideal conditions for chalkboard paint application and curing, making this a

perfect cold-weather interior project when exterior painting is impossible. Most quality chalkboard paints require two

to three coats for optimal coverage and durability, with 4-6 hours drying time between coats. The surface

preparation is crucial — any imperfections in the underlying wall will show through the final chalkboard finish, so

proper patching, sanding, and priming are essential.

Standard chalkboard paint costs $35 to $50 per quart and typically covers 100-120 square feet per quart. Premium

magnetic chalkboard paint runs $60 to $90 per quart but allows magnets to stick to the surface. Professional

application includes surface preparation, primer if needed, two coats of chalkboard paint, and proper curing time.

The painter should also "season" the surface by rubbing the entire wall with chalk and erasing it before the first use.

Important considerations include choosing low-VOC or zero-VOC chalkboard paint for children's spaces, ensuring

adequate ventilation during application, and understanding that chalkboard paint requires a 3-day cure before first

use. Avoid applying it directly over glossy paint or wallpaper without proper primer, as adhesion failure is common.

Many Ottawa families also consider washable alternatives like dry-erase paint, which eliminates chalk dust

concerns in children's rooms.

When you're ready to move forward with this project, you can browse painting contractors through the Ottawa

Construction Network directory to find professionals experienced with specialty finishes for children's spaces.

Q6

What should I budget for painting wainscoting and chair rails throughout my
Ottawa dining room?

Painting wainscoting and chair rails in an Ottawa dining room typically costs $800 to $2,000 for

professional work, or $150 to $400 in materials if you tackle it yourself. The wide range depends on the room

size, existing condition of the woodwork, and whether you're changing colours or doing a refresh with the same

shade.

The detailed nature of wainscoting and chair rail painting makes this more labour-intensive than standard wall

painting. Each panel, moulding profile, and joint requires careful cutting-in and often multiple brush techniques to

achieve clean lines. In Ottawa's older homes, particularly in neighbourhoods like the Glebe, Westboro, or Sandy

Hill, original woodwork may need significant prep work including sanding, filling nail holes, and priming over
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previous paint layers that have built up over decades.

For a typical 12x14 dining room with wainscoting covering the lower third of the walls, expect material costs of $100

to $200 for primer and two coats of quality trim paint like Benjamin Moore Advance or Sherwin-Williams ProClassic.

These hybrid alkyd paints provide the smooth, durable finish that wainscoting deserves while offering easier

cleanup than traditional oil-based paints. Add $50 to $200 for brushes, sandpaper, wood filler, and painter's tape.

Professional painters charge $25 to $45 per linear foot of chair rail, and $8 to $15 per square foot for wainscoting

panels, depending on the complexity of the profile and prep requirements. Intricate Victorian-era mouldings with

multiple curves and details command higher rates than simple flat-panel wainscoting. If you're changing from a dark

colour to light (or vice versa), factor in additional primer costs and potentially a third topcoat.

The biggest consideration is time and technique. Wainscoting painting requires patience for proper cutting-in,

steady hands for detailed work, and often working in awkward positions. Many Ottawa homeowners start this as a

weekend project and quickly realize the precision required for professional-looking results. When you're ready to

explore professional options, you can browse experienced painting contractors through the Ottawa Construction

Network directory who specialize in detailed interior trim work.
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Q7

How much does it cost to paint a 3-bedroom house interior in Ottawa?

Painting the interior of a 3-bedroom house in Ottawa typically runs between $3,200 and $5,800, depending on the

scope of work, ceiling heights, and how much prep is involved. That range covers walls and ceilings in the

bedrooms, hallways, stairwell, and common areas — usually around 1,500 to 2,000 square feet of paintable

surface.

Here's how the costs generally break down for a typical Ottawa home:

Labour makes up roughly 70–80% of the total. Most Ottawa painters charge between $45 and $65 per hour, or

quote by the room. For a full 3-bedroom interior, expect about 3–5 days of work for a two-person crew. Materials —

including premium paint, primer, tape, drop cloths, caulking, and patching compound — typically add $600 to

$1,200 depending on the products you choose.

The paint itself matters a lot. A quality 100% acrylic latex like Benjamin Moore Regal Select or Sherwin-Williams

Duration will cost $55 to $80 per gallon at Ottawa retailers. Budget lines run $30–$40 per gallon but often need

extra coats, which eats into your savings through added labour. For a 3-bedroom house you'll typically need 8 to 14

gallons total.

A few factors push the price higher in Ottawa specifically. Many homes in neighbourhoods like Alta Vista,

Westboro, and Old Ottawa South have plaster walls rather than drywall. Plaster requires more careful prep —

filling cracks, skimming rough patches, and priming with a bonding primer. If your home has extensive plaster

repair, add $500 to $1,500 to the estimate. Homes in heritage areas like the Centretown Heritage Conservation

District or Sandy Hill HCD may have original wood trim, crown moulding, and decorative plaster that demands

meticulous hand-brushing rather than quick rolling.

Ottawa's pricing tends to run about 10–15% below Toronto and the GTA for comparable work. Where a Toronto

painter might quote $4,500–$7,000 for the same 3-bedroom interior, Ottawa's market is more competitive partly

because overhead costs are lower.

Ottawa's continental climate also affects the timeline. Between late fall and early spring, indoor humidity drops

significantly because of heating, which actually makes winter an excellent time for interior painting — the paint dries

faster and cures harder. Many Ottawa painters offer off-season discounts of 10–15% between November and

March because demand drops. If your project isn't urgent, booking during this window can save you several

hundred dollars.

When getting quotes, make sure they specify:

Number of coats (two coats of finish is standard; one coat over fresh primer on new drywall)
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Whether ceilings are included or walls only

How much prep work is covered (patching nail holes vs. repairing larger damage)

Whether trim, baseboards, and doors are included or extra

Trim painting adds significantly — expect $3 to $6 per linear foot for baseboards and $80 to $150 per door

including both sides and the frame.

All professional painters working in Ontario should carry WSIB (Workplace Safety and Insurance Board)

coverage and at least $2 million in commercial general liability insurance. This protects you if someone is

injured on your property during the job. Always ask to see proof before work begins.

You can browse Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to compare

painters in your area, see their service offerings, and reach out for quotes. Getting three written estimates is

always a smart approach — it helps you understand the market rate for your specific home and scope of work.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

Oliver Painting Inc

Capital City Drywall

Alain Renovations

View all contractors ?

Q8

What is the average price per square foot for interior painting in Ottawa?

In Ottawa, the average price per square foot for interior painting falls between $2.50 and $5.00 per square foot

of paintable wall and ceiling area. That said, how painters calculate square footage can vary, so it's worth

understanding what you're actually being quoted on.

Some painters quote based on floor area (the footprint of the room), while others quote based on wall surface

area (the actual paintable surface). Wall surface area is typically 2.5 to 3.5 times the floor area depending on ceiling
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height. So a quote of "$4 per square foot" based on wall area is very different from $4 per square foot based on

floor area. Always clarify which method your painter is using.

Here's a rough breakdown of Ottawa rates by wall surface area:

Basic repaint (walls only, minimal prep, standard height): $2.50 to $3.50/sq ft

Standard repaint (walls + ceilings, moderate prep, two coats): $3.50 to $4.50/sq ft

Premium repaint (walls, ceilings, trim, thorough prep, high-end paint): $4.50 to $6.00/sq ft

New construction (fresh drywall, prime + two coats): $2.00 to $3.00/sq ft (larger continuous areas are faster)

Ottawa's rates are generally 10–15% below what you'd see in the GTA. A comparable job quoted at $4.50/sq

ft in Mississauga or Markham would typically come in around $3.80–$4.00/sq ft here.

Several factors affect where your project lands in that range:

Ceiling height is a big one. Standard 8-foot ceilings are straightforward. The 9 and 10-foot ceilings common in

newer builds in Barrhaven, Stittsville, and Riverside South require taller ladders and more paint. Cathedral or

vaulted ceilings in two-storey foyers can push rates up by 20–30% because of scaffolding needs and slower

production.

Wall condition matters enormously. Smooth, well-maintained drywall in a newer home paints fast. Older homes

in The Glebe, Centretown, or Sandy Hill often have textured plaster, hairline cracks, and patched areas

that need extra prep. Heavy prep work — skim-coating, crack repair, sanding — can add $1.00 to $2.00 per

square foot to the job.

Colour changes also affect pricing. Going from a light neutral to another light neutral is one clean coat plus a

finish coat. Switching from a dark feature wall to white, or vice versa, may require tinted primer plus two finish

coats, adding material and labour costs.

Ottawa's dry winter heating season actually works in your favour for interior painting. Low indoor humidity means

faster dry times between coats, which can shave a day off a large project. Many experienced Ottawa painters

prefer booking interiors through the colder months and reserve the short summer window for exteriors.

For Ontario Building Code (OBC) compliance, paint itself isn't regulated for most residential rooms, but if your

project involves a renovation that triggers a building permit, your painter should be using products that meet

flame-spread ratings in areas like furnace rooms, attached garages, and stairwell enclosures.

When comparing quotes, the per-square-foot rate is useful but don't make it your only metric. A lower rate with

vague prep standards will give you a worse result than a slightly higher rate from a crew that properly patches,

primes, and applies two full coats. Check out the Ottawa Construction Network directory for Ottawa Paint
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Contractors who clearly outline their process and pricing structure.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

RenoMotion Inc.

Humble Homes - property maintenance

Eastern Residential Solution

Callandgone

View all contractors ?

Q9

How much should I budget for professional exterior painting on an Ottawa two-
storey home?

For a professional exterior paint job on a two-storey home in Ottawa, you should budget between $5,500 and

$12,000, with most typical projects landing in the $7,000 to $9,500 range. The wide spread depends on the size of

the home, the siding material, how much prep is needed, and the products used.

Here's how those costs typically break down:

Labour: $4,000 to $7,500 — Exterior work is more labour-intensive than interior because of ladder and scaffolding

setup, weather coordination, and the physical demands of working at height. A two-storey home usually requires a

crew of 2–3 painters working 5 to 8 days.

Materials: $1,200 to $2,500 — This covers paint, primer, caulking, masking, and any replacement wood for rotted

trim. A two-storey home typically needs 15 to 25 gallons of exterior paint. Premium products like Benjamin Moore

Aura Exterior or Sherwin-Williams Duration run $65 to $85 per gallon and are genuinely worth the premium in

Ottawa's climate.

Scaffolding or lift rental (if needed): $500 to $1,500 — Most two-storey homes can be done with extension

ladders and ladder jacks, but if you have a steep lot, high gables, or limited ground access, scaffolding adds cost.
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Ottawa's extreme continental climate is the single biggest factor in exterior painting. Your paint film has to survive

temperature swings from -30°C in January to +35°C in July, plus exposure to 200+ cm of annual snowfall,

freeze-thaw cycles, ice damming at soffits, and intense UV in the summer. Cheap exterior paint simply won't hold

up — you'll be repainting in 3–4 years instead of 8–12.

The painting season in Ottawa is realistically mid-May through mid-October. Paint needs consistent

temperatures above 10°C for proper adhesion and film formation, and humidity below 85%. This compressed

season means exterior painters are in high demand during summer. Booking in September or early October

sometimes gets you better scheduling and occasionally a modest discount as crews look to fill their calendar before

winter.

Different siding materials have different cost implications:

Vinyl siding: Rarely painted, but can be with specialty coatings — $4,000 to $7,000 for a two-storey

Wood clapboard or board-and-batten: Most common painting substrate — $6,000 to $10,000 depending on

condition

Stucco: Requires elastomeric or masonry-specific coatings — $7,000 to $12,000 because of the porosity and

texture

Brick with painted trim/soffits only: $2,500 to $5,000 since you're only coating the wood elements

Aluminum siding: Needs adhesion primer — $5,000 to $8,500

Prep work is where the real value lies. A proper Ottawa exterior job includes power washing to remove dirt,

chalk, and mildew; scraping and sanding loose or peeling paint; priming bare wood with an alkyd or shellac-

based primer; caulking gaps around windows, door frames, and where trim meets siding; and replacing any

rotted wood before painting over it. In older neighbourhoods like Centretown HCD, New Edinburgh, or

Rockcliffe Park, wood trim details can be extensive and require careful hand preparation.

Ottawa pricing for exterior work runs about 10–15% below Toronto for comparable homes. A similar two-storey

in Etobicoke or Oakville would typically quote $8,000–$13,000.

Make sure any painter you hire carries WSIB coverage and liability insurance — exterior work at height

carries real risk, and you want to be protected. In Ontario, if an uninsured worker is injured on your property, you

could face significant liability.

Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find exterior specialists

who understand the demands of our climate. Get at least three detailed written quotes that break out prep,

priming, number of coats, and the specific products being used.

---
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

JC Carpentry

Ottawa Caulking

Innovation Concrete Grind & Polish

ARTEXPRO Tile & Finishes

View all contractors ?
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Q10

What do Ottawa painters typically charge per room for interior painting?

Ottawa painters typically charge between $350 and $750 per room for a standard bedroom or living room,

including labour and materials. That range covers a room roughly 10x12 to 12x14 feet with standard 8-foot

ceilings, one window, one door, and walls in reasonable condition.

Here's a more detailed breakdown by room type that reflects what Ottawa homeowners are actually paying in 2026:

Small bedroom (10x10, 8-ft ceilings): $300 to $500

Standard bedroom (12x12): $400 to $600

Master bedroom (14x16): $550 to $800

Living room (14x18): $600 to $900

Open-concept living/dining (400+ sq ft): $900 to $1,500

Bathroom: $250 to $450 (smaller but more cutting-in around fixtures)

Kitchen (walls only, no cabinets): $400 to $700

Hallway and stairwell: $400 to $800 (awkward angles, height, lots of cutting)

These per-room rates typically include two coats of finish paint on walls, minor patching (small nail holes,

hairline cracks), and basic masking/protection of floors and fixtures. They usually do not include ceilings, trim, or

major repairs unless specifically quoted.

Adding ceilings bumps each room by roughly $150 to $300. Trim — baseboards, window casings, door frames

— adds another $150 to $400 per room depending on how much woodwork there is. In older Ottawa homes,

particularly in areas like The Glebe, Old Ottawa South, and the Sandy Hill Heritage Conservation District,

you'll find substantial crown moulding, picture rail, chair rail, and wide baseboards that require careful hand-

brushing. This heritage trim work is beautiful but time-consuming, and painters rightfully charge more for it.

Ottawa's per-room rates are roughly 10–15% lower than Toronto and the GTA. A room that costs $600 here

might quote at $700–$750 in Vaughan or Mississauga.

Several factors can push a room toward the higher end of the range:

Wall condition: Heavily damaged drywall or old plaster with cracks and loose sections needs skim-coating,

patching, and extra primer. Significant prep on one room can add $200 to $500.

Colour change: Going from dark to light (or light to very saturated) often requires tinted primer plus two finish

coats instead of just two finish coats. Add $100 to $200 for the extra coat.
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Ceiling height: Many newer homes in Kanata, Barrhaven, and Riverside South feature 9 or 10-foot ceilings,

which increase wall area by 12–25% compared to 8-foot standard.

Paint quality: Most painters include a mid-range paint (like Benjamin Moore Ben or Sherwin-Williams

ProMar) in their standard per-room quote. Upgrading to premium lines like Benjamin Moore Advance for trim

or Aura for walls adds $10 to $30 per gallon, which translates to roughly $50 to $150 per room in material

cost.

Access issues: Stairwells, cathedral ceilings, and rooms with lots of built-in shelving or complex angles take

longer.

When comparing per-room quotes, ask your painter to clarify:

How many coats are included?

Are ceilings included or extra?

Is trim/baseboard painting included?

What brand and product line of paint is being used?

What prep work is covered?

A suspiciously low per-room quote often means one coat, cheap paint, or minimal prep — which shows within

months as poor coverage, lap marks, or peeling.

Any professional painter in Ontario should carry WSIB coverage and a minimum of $2 million liability

insurance. Don't skip asking for proof — it protects you.

To compare rates from local professionals, check out Ottawa Paint Contractors listed on the Ottawa

Construction Network directory. Getting three quotes for the same scope gives you a clear picture of fair

market pricing for your specific home.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

RenoMotion Inc.

Renovo Construction

Engur Construction

Valcor Construction

View all contractors ?
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Q11

How much does cabinet painting cost for a standard Ottawa kitchen with 20
doors?

Painting kitchen cabinets is one of the most detail-oriented painting jobs there is, and for a standard Ottawa kitchen

with 20 doors (plus drawer fronts and face frames), you should expect to pay between $3,500 and $6,500 for a

professional job. The average lands around $4,500 to $5,500.

That price typically includes:

Removal and labelling of all doors, drawer fronts, and hardware

Degreasing and cleaning (kitchen cabinets accumulate years of cooking grease)

Sanding or chemical deglazing for adhesion

Priming with a bonding primer (shellac-based like Zinsser BIN or a quality adhesion primer)

Two coats of finish paint (usually a cabinet-specific enamel)

Reinstallation of doors with new or cleaned hardware

Painting of the face frames (the fixed cabinet boxes) in place

Here's roughly how it breaks down:

20 doors + drawer fronts: $2,500 to $4,000 (these are the bulk of the work — each one is essentially a small,

separate painting project)

Face frames: $600 to $1,200

Materials (primer, paint, sandpaper, supplies): $500 to $800

Hardware reinstallation: Usually included; new hardware is extra if you want to upgrade

Paint selection is critical for cabinets. Kitchen cabinets take constant abuse — daily handling, moisture, heat

from appliances, food splatters. The finish needs to be incredibly durable. The industry standard in Ottawa is

Benjamin Moore Advance (alkyd-modified waterborne, self-levelling, excellent hardness) at about

$65–$75/gallon, or Sherwin-Williams Emerald Urethane Trim Enamel at a similar price point. Some painters

still use traditional oil-based alkyd for maximum hardness, but the VOC levels and cleanup make it less

common. Spray application gives the smoothest, most factory-like finish and is how most professionals handle

cabinet work.

The spray vs. brush-and-roll method significantly affects both quality and cost. Spraying requires extensive

masking of the kitchen (counters, appliances, backsplash, floors) but produces a flawless, smooth finish. Many

Ottawa painters set up a temporary spray booth in a garage or basement, transport the doors there for
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spraying, and brush/roll the face frames in place. This hybrid approach delivers the best results.

If you want the doors sprayed off-site at the painter's shop, you get an even better finish with less disruption to

your kitchen, but it typically adds $500 to $1,000 because of the transport and shop overhead.

Ottawa pricing for cabinet painting runs about 10–15% under Toronto, where the same 20-door kitchen would

typically come in at $4,500–$7,500.

A few things that push the cost higher:

Thermofoil or laminate cabinets: Require special adhesion primers and careful technique — add $300 to

$800

Heavy grease buildup: Kitchens that haven't been deep-cleaned above the stove can need aggressive

degreasing — add $200 to $400

Detailed door profiles (raised panel, cathedral arch): More edges and crevices to spray properly — adds time

Interior of cabinets: Most quotes cover exteriors only. Painting cabinet interiors adds $75 to $150 per cabinet

Island or peninsula: These take extra abuse and sometimes need different prep

A proper cabinet paint job should last 8 to 12 years with normal use. The full cure time for most cabinet

enamels is 2 to 4 weeks — during which you should handle doors gently and avoid placing sticky items directly

on surfaces.

One important note: cabinet painting should not be treated like regular wall painting. It requires a specialist skill

set. Not every wall painter does cabinet work well. Look specifically for painters who list cabinet refinishing as a

service and can show you before-and-after photos.

Make sure your painter carries WSIB coverage and liability insurance, which is required for professionals

working in Ontario homes.

You can find experienced Ottawa Paint Contractors who specialize in cabinet refinishing through the Ottawa

Construction Network directory. Comparing at least three detailed quotes — with the specific primer and paint

products named — will help you gauge fair pricing for your kitchen.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

Above All Painting Inc.
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Whole Home Beauty (WHB)

Somar Contracting Inc.

Regimbal

View all contractors ?

Q12

What is the price difference between one coat and two coats of exterior paint in
Ottawa?

The price difference between one coat and two coats of exterior paint in Ottawa is typically 25–40% more for the

second coat, not double the price as you might expect. The reason is that most of the cost in exterior painting is in

the prep and setup — scaffolding, power washing, scraping, priming, masking, and access — which stays the

same regardless of how many finish coats you apply.

Here's a practical example for a typical Ottawa two-storey home:

One finish coat (over proper prep and primer): $5,500 to $7,500

Two finish coats (over proper prep and primer): $7,000 to $9,500

Difference: Roughly $1,500 to $2,500 for the second coat

That second coat is almost entirely additional labour time (1–2 extra days for a crew) plus 50–75% more paint

(you use slightly less on the second coat because the surface is already sealed). Material-wise, that's an extra 8

to 15 gallons at $55 to $80 per gallon depending on the product line.

Now, here's the honest truth from a practical standpoint: in Ottawa, two coats is almost always worth it, and

most reputable painters won't even offer a single-coat option for exterior work. Here's why:

Ottawa's climate is among the most punishing in Canada for exterior paint. You're dealing with:

Temperature extremes from -30°C to +35°C — a 65-degree swing that causes constant expansion and

contraction

200+ cm of annual snowfall driving moisture against siding

Freeze-thaw cycles — dozens per year, each one working moisture into any thin spot in the paint film

Intense summer UV that degrades the resin binders in paint

Ice and snow contact on lower walls, soffits, and trim
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A single coat of even premium paint provides roughly 1.5 to 2.0 mils of dry film thickness. Two coats give you

3.0 to 4.0 mils. That extra thickness provides dramatically better protection against moisture penetration, UV

degradation, and the mechanical stress of thermal cycling. In a mild climate, the difference might be 1–2 years

of extra life. In Ottawa, two coats can mean 10–12 years between repaints versus 5–7 years with one coat.

Do the math on that: paying $2,000 more now to avoid a $7,000+ repaint job five years sooner is an easy

financial decision.

There are a few scenarios where a single finish coat might be acceptable:

Same colour, maintenance repaint: If you're repainting the same colour over paint that's still in decent shape

(not peeling, just faded), one coat over a spot-primed surface can provide adequate coverage

Colour refresh on newer paint: If the existing paint is only 5–6 years old and you're freshening it up in the

same shade

Budget constraint on a rental property: Where longevity is less of a priority

But for any colour change, any surface with significant bare wood or primer showing, or any home you plan

to live in long-term, two coats is the standard.

In heritage areas like Rockcliffe Park, New Edinburgh, or the Centretown Heritage Conservation District,

where heritage guidelines may specify particular colours or finishes, you'll definitely want two coats to maintain

the depth of colour and protect the often century-old wood trim details.

When getting quotes, ask specifically:

How many coats of primer on bare wood? (Should be one full coat minimum)

How many coats of finish paint? (Two is standard)

What specific product is being used? (Premium paints with higher resin content perform better in one coat than

budget paints do in two)

Any exterior painter in Ontario should carry WSIB coverage — working at height on ladders and scaffolding

makes this essential.

Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find exterior specialists

who understand our climate demands. The cheapest quote is rarely the best value when it comes to protecting

your home's exterior.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:
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Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

Innovation Concrete Grind & Polish

Kitchens by Michael o/a Michael Francis Home Improvements

CONSTRUST BK INC

View all contractors ?
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Q13

How much does it cost to paint a single room in Ottawa including materials and
labour?

Painting a single room in Ottawa — including both materials and labour — typically costs between $350 and $750

for a standard-sized room. Here's a detailed breakdown so you know exactly where your money goes.

For a standard 12x12 bedroom with 8-foot ceilings, one door, one window, and walls in reasonable shape:

Labour: $250 to $500 This covers approximately 4–8 hours of work for one painter: moving/covering furniture,

masking trim and floors, patching minor holes, priming spots, cutting in edges, rolling two coats, and cleanup. Most

Ottawa painters charge $45 to $65 per hour, though many quote flat rates per room rather than hourly.

Materials: $100 to $250 This includes:

Paint: 2–3 gallons at $45 to $80 per gallon depending on the product line (about $90 to $240)

Primer (if needed): 1 gallon at $30 to $50

Supplies: Painter's tape, drop cloths, patching compound, sandpaper, caulking — roughly $20 to $40 per room

(painters buy these in bulk, so per-room cost is low)

Most professional quotes are all-inclusive — you don't buy the paint separately. The painter provides

everything. If you want to supply your own paint, most painters will discount their quote by the material cost, but

some prefer to supply their own so they can guarantee the product quality.

Here's what different room scenarios cost in Ottawa:

Basic bedroom, walls only, same light colour: $300 to $450

Bedroom with ceiling: $450 to $650

Bedroom with ceiling + trim/baseboards: $550 to $800

Bathroom (smaller but more cutting-in): $250 to $450

Large living room (14x18 or open plan): $600 to $1,000

Hallway + stairwell: $400 to $800 (height and awkward access)

Ottawa's rates are 10–15% below Toronto and the GTA for the same quality of work. A $500 room here would

typically quote $575–$625 in Mississauga or Scarborough.

A few factors affect single-room pricing:

Wall condition is the biggest variable. A freshly drywalled room in a new build in Kanata or Barrhaven paints

quickly — prime and two coats, done. An older room in Centretown or Sandy Hill with plaster walls, multiple
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layers of old paint, nail pops, and hairline cracks needs significantly more prep. Extensive repair can add $200

to $500 to a single room.

Paint quality makes a real difference. There are three general tiers:

Builder grade ($30–$40/gal): Fine for ceilings or rental turnover. Thin, less durable.

Mid-range ($45–$60/gal): Products like Benjamin Moore Ben or Sherwin-Williams ProMar 200. Good coverage,

decent durability. This is what most painters include in standard quotes.

Premium ($65–$85/gal): Benjamin Moore Regal/Aura, Sherwin-Williams Emerald/Duration. Superior coverage,

washability, and colour richness. Upgrading adds $30 to $75 per room in material cost.

Accent walls or bold colours take extra work. A deep red, navy, or charcoal feature wall needs tinted primer

and often a third coat to achieve even coverage.

For a single room, some homeowners consider DIY. That's entirely reasonable for a simple bedroom repaint if

you have the time and patience. But if you value your weekends, or if the room has any complexity (high

ceilings, lots of trim, repair needs), hiring a professional is usually well worth the cost. A skilled painter does in

one day what takes most homeowners an entire weekend, and the finish quality is noticeably better.

Make sure any painter you hire carries WSIB coverage and commercial liability insurance — this is standard for

professional painters in Ontario.

You can compare quotes from local pros by browsing Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction

Network directory. Even for a single room, getting two or three quotes ensures you're paying a fair price.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

Above All Painting Inc.

EasySave Painting

ARTEXPRO Tile & Finishes

Somar Contracting Inc.

View all contractors ?
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Q14

What should I expect to pay for deck staining on a 200-square-foot deck in
Ottawa?

For a 200-square-foot deck in Ottawa, professional staining typically costs between $600 and $1,400, with most

jobs landing in the $800 to $1,100 range. The wide spread depends on the deck's current condition, the product

you choose, and how much prep work is required.

Here's the typical cost breakdown:

Labour: $400 to $900 Deck staining involves more prep than people expect. A proper job includes cleaning/power

washing, sanding rough spots, possibly stripping old stain, and then applying the stain itself. For a 200-square-foot

deck, expect 1 to 2 days of work.

Materials: $150 to $350 This covers the stain product, wood brightener/cleaner, sandpaper, masking materials,

and application tools. A 200 sq ft deck typically needs 2 to 4 gallons of stain depending on the product and

application method.

Stain product costs vary significantly:

Semi-transparent oil-based stain (like Cabot Australian Timber Oil): $45 to $60/gallon — shows the wood

grain, classic natural look

Semi-transparent water-based: $40 to $55/gallon — easier cleanup, good UV protection

Semi-solid stain: $45 to $65/gallon — more colour, still shows some texture

Solid stain (essentially thin paint): $50 to $70/gallon — hides grain completely, most durable but looks painted

Premium penetrating oil (like TWP or Armstrong-Clark): $55 to $75/gallon — deep penetration, excellent in

harsh climates

Ottawa's extreme climate is the defining factor for deck staining. Your deck endures:

-30°C winters with snow sitting on the boards for months

200+ cm of annual snowfall causing prolonged moisture exposure

Freeze-thaw cycles that work moisture into every crack and end grain

Intense summer sun and UV that breaks down the stain's binders and pigments

Spring melt where standing water and ice can sit on deck surfaces for weeks

Because of this, penetrating oil-based stains tend to outperform film-forming products in Ottawa. Film-forming

stains (solid stains and some semi-transparents) can peel and flake when moisture gets trapped beneath the

film during freeze-thaw cycles. Penetrating stains soak into the wood and wear away gradually by erosion rather
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than peeling — they look better longer and are easier to recoat.

The staining window in Ottawa is relatively narrow. You need:

Air temperature consistently above 10°C (ideally 15–25°C)

Wood surface temperature below 30°C (too hot and the stain dries before penetrating)

No rain for 24 to 48 hours after application

Wood moisture content below 15% (after spring thaw, decks can stay wet into June)

Realistically, the best staining windows are late May through June and September through early October.

Mid-summer works too but you need to avoid direct afternoon sun on the deck surface during application.

Prep work makes or breaks a deck stain job:

New or bare wood: Clean, brighten with an oxalic acid wash, let dry thoroughly, then stain — relatively

straightforward ($600 to $900 total for 200 sq ft)

Previously stained, good condition: Clean, light sand, recoat — $700 to $1,000

Peeling or failing old stain: Strip old stain (chemical stripper or aggressive sanding), clean, brighten, then

restain — $1,000 to $1,400 because stripping is labour-intensive

Greyed and weathered wood: Power wash with wood cleaner, sand, brighten, stain — $800 to $1,200

Don't forget the railings. If your 200-square-foot deck has railings on two or three sides, the spindles and railing

caps can add $300 to $600 because of the tedious detail work — every spindle has four sides.

One thing Ottawa homeowners should know: deck staining is typically a maintenance item, not a one-time

job. Even with premium products, Ottawa's climate means you'll want to restain every 2 to 3 years for semi-

transparent products, or every 3 to 5 years for semi-solid and solid stains.

For professional deck staining services, check out Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction

Network directory. Look for painters who specifically mention deck and exterior wood finishing as a service —

it's a different skill set from wall painting.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

EasySave Painting
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Leeds Property Maintenance

Somar Contracting Inc.

View all contractors ?

Q15

How much do Ottawa painters charge to paint a basement after a renovation?

Painting a newly renovated basement in Ottawa typically costs between $2,000 and $5,000, depending on the

size of the finished space, ceiling height, and the level of finish you're after. For a standard 800 to 1,000 square

foot basement renovation with new drywall throughout, most Ottawa homeowners pay $2,500 to $4,000.

Here's how the costs generally break down:

New drywall (prime + two coats), walls only:

800 sq ft basement: $1,800 to $2,800

1,000 sq ft basement: $2,200 to $3,500

1,200+ sq ft basement: $2,800 to $4,500

Add ceilings: +$800 to $1,500 depending on whether they're drywalled (straightforward to paint) or have a

dropped/suspended ceiling (usually white tiles that don't need painting)

Add trim and doors: +$500 to $1,200 depending on how many rooms, doors, and how much baseboard was

installed

Painting after a renovation is one of the more straightforward painting jobs because the surfaces are fresh

drywall — smooth, clean, and consistent. But it still needs to be done properly. The standard process is:

Dust everything — drywall dust from sanding gets everywhere

Apply one coat of drywall primer (PVA primer like Benjamin Moore Fresh Start or Sherwin-Williams Drywall

Primer) to seal the porous new paper and mud

Spot-prime any areas the drywall finisher touched up

Two coats of finish paint — this gives you proper coverage and colour depth

Skipping the primer or doing only one finish coat on new drywall leads to flashing — where you see dull spots

over the mud and brighter spots over the paper. It's one of the most common complaints with cheap basement

paint jobs.
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There are some Ottawa-specific considerations for basement painting:

Moisture management is critical. Ottawa basements deal with seasonal moisture from spring thaw, high

summer humidity, and the 200+ cm of annual snowfall melting against foundations. If your renovation included

proper vapour barrier and insulation (as required by the Ontario Building Code for finished basements), the

drywall should be fine. But for any concrete walls that remain exposed — utility rooms, storage areas — use a

moisture-resistant primer like Zinsser Waterseal or a masonry waterproofing paint before finishing.

The OBC requires that basements used as living space meet specific requirements for egress, fire separation,

and insulation. If your renovation was done with a building permit (as it should be), the painting comes after the

final inspection of drywall installation. Your painter doesn't need to worry about code compliance — that's the

contractor's job — but the space needs to pass inspection before painting begins.

Ceiling height matters for pricing. Many Ottawa homes, especially in older neighbourhoods like Alta Vista,

Carlington, or Vanier, have basements with 7-foot or lower ceilings. These are tighter to work in, which can

actually slow painters down slightly. Newer homes in Barrhaven, Stittsville, and Riverside South often have

9-foot basement ceilings, which are easier to work in but have more wall area to cover.

Paint selection for basements should prioritize moisture resistance and washability. A quality eggshell or satin

finish (like Benjamin Moore Regal Select in eggshell) works well for basement walls — it's washable and has

some sheen that helps with light reflection in a typically darker space. Flat/matte is fine for ceilings. For any

bathroom rough-in that was finished as a bathroom, use a mould-resistant paint or add a mould-resistant

additive.

Ottawa pricing for post-renovation basement painting runs 10–15% below Toronto. The same 1,000 sq ft

basement would typically quote $3,000–$5,000 in the GTA.

Timing tip: If your general contractor is coordinating the renovation, the painter is usually one of the last trades

in. Make sure you book your painter in advance — good painters in Ottawa can be booked out 2 to 4 weeks

during busy seasons. Having the painter lined up before drywall finishing is complete keeps your renovation

timeline on track.

Ensure any painter working in your home carries WSIB coverage and liability insurance — standard

requirements for professional trades in Ontario.

You can find experienced Ottawa Paint Contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory to

get quotes for your basement project.

---
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

RenoMotion Inc.

ART DRYWALL AMD PAINTING

Renovo Construction

Tanner Irwin-Robertson

View all contractors ?
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Q16

What is the cost to repaint the exterior trim and soffits on an Ottawa home?

Repainting the exterior trim and soffits on an Ottawa home — without touching the main siding — typically costs

between $1,800 and $4,500, with most projects falling in the $2,500 to $3,500 range. This is one of the most

common exterior painting requests in Ottawa because many homes have vinyl or brick siding that doesn't need

painting, but the wood trim, soffits, fascia, and window casings deteriorate and need regular maintenance.

Here's a breakdown of typical pricing by component:

Fascia boards (the boards behind your eavestroughs): $4 to $8 per linear foot — A typical Ottawa home has

120–180 linear feet of fascia. Cost: $500 to $1,400

Soffits (the underside of the roof overhang): $3 to $6 per square foot — Most homes have 200–400 sq ft of

soffit. Cost: $600 to $2,400. Aluminum or vinyl soffits usually don't need painting; wood soffits do.

Window trim/casings: $50 to $120 per window — Average home has 10–15 windows. Cost: $500 to $1,800

Door trim: $75 to $150 per door including frame and exterior casing

Rake boards (gable trim): $4 to $7 per linear foot

Decorative elements (shutters, brackets, columns): Priced individually based on complexity

Labour makes up the bulk of trim work cost — about 75–85%. Trim painting is slow, detail-oriented work that

involves a lot of cutting in (careful brush work along edges), ladder repositioning, and working around

eavestroughs, light fixtures, and other obstacles. A trim-only job on a standard two-storey home takes 2 to 4

days for a two-person crew.

Materials for trim work are modest — typically 3 to 8 gallons of trim paint at $55 to $80 per gallon, plus primer,

caulking, and supplies. Total material cost: $300 to $700.

Ottawa's climate makes trim and soffit maintenance especially important. Here's why:

Fascia and soffits take the worst beating of any exterior surface. In Ottawa, with 200+ cm of annual snowfall

and dozens of freeze-thaw cycles, ice damming pushes meltwater behind eavestroughs and onto fascia

boards. The repeated wetting and freezing causes paint failure and wood rot faster than on protected surfaces.

Checking your fascia during a trim repaint — and replacing any rotted sections — prevents much more

expensive repairs later. Wood replacement typically adds $8 to $15 per linear foot on top of the painting cost.

Soffits trap moisture from poor attic ventilation, which leads to peeling paint and potential mould. Before

repainting wood soffits, a good painter will check for soft spots and ensure the attic ventilation is adequate.
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Window and door trim in Ottawa expands and contracts with the extreme temperature swings (-30°C to +35°C

). This movement opens gaps between trim and siding, or between trim and the window frame. Proper caulking

during a trim repaint is essential — it should be done with a high-quality siliconized acrylic caulking (like

Mulco or DAP Alex Flex) that stays flexible through temperature extremes. Rigid caulking cracks within a season

or two in our climate.

For homes in heritage areas like the Centretown Heritage Conservation District, Sandy Hill HCD, New

Edinburgh, or Rockcliffe Park, trim details can be extensive — wide casings, decorative brackets, ornamental

woodwork, multi-piece crown mouldings. These homes often have 50–100% more trim than a typical suburban

home, and the detail work requires experienced hands. Budget toward the higher end of the range, or even

$4,000 to $6,000+ for homes with particularly elaborate millwork.

Paint selection for exterior trim should prioritize durability and adhesion. The best exterior trim paints for

Ottawa's climate include:

Benjamin Moore Aura Exterior (acrylic, excellent adhesion and flexibility)

Sherwin-Williams Duration Exterior (acrylic, UV resistant)

Benjamin Moore Advance (alkyd-modified, extremely hard finish — excellent for trim but needs careful

temperature management during application)

A satin or semi-gloss sheen is standard for trim — it highlights the architectural details, sheds water better

than flat, and is easier to clean.

Ottawa trim painting costs run 10–15% below comparable Toronto-area pricing.

Make sure your painter is WSIB-covered and carries liability insurance — exterior trim work involves ladders

and sometimes scaffolding, and you want proper protection.

Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters who

specialize in exterior detail work and understand the specific demands of Ottawa's climate on trim and soffits.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

RenoMotion Inc.

Callandgone

L.L. Renovation
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The Deck Store Inc

View all contractors ?

Q17

How much does wallpaper removal and repainting cost per room in Ottawa?

Wallpaper removal and repainting is one of those jobs that looks simple until you're three hours in, scraping away at

stubborn adhesive that won't budge. In Ottawa, you can expect to pay between $600 and $1,400 per room

depending on the size, the type of wallpaper, and the condition of the walls underneath. That price covers both the

removal and a fresh two-coat repaint.

Let me break down what drives those numbers. A standard 10x12-foot bedroom with a single layer of strippable

wallpaper is on the easier end — most Ottawa painters will quote around $600 to $800 for that. But if you're dealing

with an older Ottawa home, especially in neighbourhoods like Sandy Hill, the Glebe, or New Edinburgh, you

might have multiple layers of vintage wallpaper that's been painted over. That kind of job can push costs to $1,000

to $1,400 per room because the labour hours double or even triple.

The biggest variable is always wall condition after removal. Wallpaper adhesive residue needs to be fully washed

and neutralized before any primer goes on, otherwise the new paint will bubble or peel within months. If the drywall

or plaster gets damaged during removal — which happens more often in older homes with horsehair plaster —

you're looking at skim-coating repairs that add $150 to $400 per room. A good Ottawa painter will warn you about

this upfront rather than surprising you after the wallpaper is off.

Here's a typical cost breakdown for a standard bedroom:

Wallpaper removal and wall prep: $300–$600

Primer coat (essential after removal): $100–$200

Two coats of finish paint: $200–$400

Skim coat repairs (if needed): $150–$400

Disposal and cleanup: included by most pros

Ottawa pricing runs about 10–15% below what you'd see in Toronto or the GTA for comparable work, which

is one advantage of our market. Labour rates here typically fall between $40 and $55 per hour for experienced

painters.
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One thing I'd strongly recommend: don't try to save money by doing the removal yourself and hiring a painter

just for the repaint. I've seen too many homeowners gouge their drywall with scrapers or use too much water on

plaster walls, creating damage that costs more to fix than professional removal would have been in the first

place. A scoring tool and proper wallpaper steamer make a world of difference, and professional crews have

them dialled in.

For the painting portion, most Ottawa painters use a high-quality primer-sealer like Zinsser Gardz after

wallpaper removal. This penetrates the old adhesive residue and creates a solid base. Skipping this step is a

red flag — if a painter quotes you for removal and goes straight to finish paint, that's a shortcut that'll show

within a year.

Ottawa's climate matters here too. Our extreme temperature swings from -30°C winters to +35°C summers

cause walls to expand and contract, so any leftover adhesive residue or poorly sealed drywall repairs will crack

and show through faster than in milder climates. Proper prep isn't optional here — it's essential for durability.

If you're updating several rooms, most painters offer a multi-room discount in the range of 10–15%. A whole-

house wallpaper removal and repaint for a typical three-bedroom Ottawa home might run $3,500 to $7,000

depending on complexity.

To get accurate quotes, I'd suggest reaching out to Ottawa Paint Contractors listed on the Ottawa Construction

Network directory. Get at least two or three written estimates that specify whether skim-coating is included or

extra. Any reputable painter will want to see the wallpaper in person before quoting because photos just can't

tell you how many layers are hiding under there or how the adhesive will release.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

Best Hand2Hand moving company

Diamond renovations

Custom By Arie

View all contractors ?

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



Q18

What is the average cost for a colour consultation with an Ottawa paint
professional?

A professional colour consultation in Ottawa typically runs between $150 and $400 for a single session,

depending on the scope and who you're working with. Some Ottawa Paint Contractors include a basic colour

consultation as part of a larger painting contract, so it's always worth asking.

Here's how the pricing usually breaks down by type of service:

Basic in-home consultation (1–2 hours, one or two rooms): $150–$250

Full-home colour scheme (3–4 hours, whole interior or exterior palette): $300–$500

Virtual consultation (video call with photos): $75–$150

Paint company consultations (Benjamin Moore, Sherwin-Williams): Often free or $50–$75 with product

purchase

Now, is it worth the money? In my experience, absolutely — especially if you're painting more than a couple of

rooms or tackling an exterior. A colour consultant doesn't just pick pretty swatches. They account for your

room's natural light direction, your existing furnishings, flooring undertones, and how colours will look at

different times of day. Ottawa homes face a particular challenge here because our long, grey winters mean

rooms can feel dramatically different in January versus July. A colour that looks warm and inviting in summer

light can feel dingy and flat under overcast winter skies.

Many consultants in Ottawa specialize in understanding northern light conditions. South-facing rooms here

get strong direct light that can wash out pale colours, while north-facing rooms — very common in Ottawa's

older housing stock in areas like Centretown, Old Ottawa South, and Westboro — tend to make cool-toned

greys and blues feel cold and cave-like. A good consultant steers you toward colours that work in both

extremes.

For heritage homes in districts like the Glebe, Sandy Hill, or Rockcliffe Park, a colour consultation becomes

even more valuable. Some heritage conservation guidelines recommend historically appropriate exterior

palettes, and a consultant who knows Ottawa's architectural history can help you choose colours that respect

the character of your home while still feeling fresh and personal. This is especially relevant if your property falls

within a Heritage Conservation District where the City of Ottawa may review exterior changes.

Here's a practical tip that saves most Ottawa homeowners money: many professional painters who are

experienced in colour work will roll a consultation into the project cost. If you're planning a $3,000 to $5,000

interior repaint, ask whether the painter offers colour guidance as part of the service. Plenty of experienced
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Ottawa Paint Contractors listed on the Ottawa Construction Network directory have years of colour

experience and will walk you through options as part of their quoting process at no extra charge.

If you do hire a standalone colour consultant, here's what to expect from a good one:

They'll bring large-format colour samples (not just tiny paint chips) and hold them against your walls, trim, and

floors

They'll check colours in both natural and artificial light — Ottawa homes with pot lights read differently than

those with overhead fluorescents

They'll consider flow between rooms, especially in open-concept layouts common in newer Barrhaven, Kanata,

and Stittsville builds

They'll provide a written colour specification with exact paint codes, sheens, and brand recommendations

One thing to watch: some consultants are affiliated with specific paint brands and may only recommend those

products. That's not necessarily a problem, but it's worth knowing upfront. Ottawa pricing for consultations runs

about 10–15% below Toronto rates, which reflects our generally lower cost of professional services.

The bottom line: if you're spending a few thousand dollars on paint and labour, a $200 colour consultation that

prevents a $1,500 do-over because you hate the colour after it dries is money very well spent. And Ottawa's

extreme seasonal light changes make professional colour advice more valuable here than in many other

Canadian cities.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

Above All Painting Inc.

SIR Custom

Whole Home Beauty (WHB)

True Tone Painting

View all contractors ?
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Q19

How much does it cost to paint a condo unit interior in downtown Ottawa?

Painting a condo interior in downtown Ottawa is a bit different from painting a house, and the pricing reflects that.

For a typical one-bedroom condo (550–700 square feet), expect to pay between $1,200 and $2,200. A two-

bedroom unit (800–1,100 square feet) usually runs $1,800 to $3,200, and a larger two-bedroom plus den or

three-bedroom can range from $2,500 to $4,500.

Those ranges are for a standard repaint — walls and ceilings in two coats of quality latex paint with proper prep

work. Ottawa pricing generally comes in 10–15% below comparable work in downtown Toronto, which is one of

the advantages of our market.

Several factors specific to condo painting affect the final cost:

Access and logistics are the biggest hidden cost driver. Downtown Ottawa condos in buildings along Laurier,

Metcalfe, Slater, or in the ByWard Market area often have strict elevator booking requirements, loading dock

schedules, and limited parking. Some buildings charge a move-in/move-out or contractor fee of $50–$200 that

you'll need to factor in. Your painter may also need to use service elevators during restricted hours, which can

extend the project timeline. Buildings in the Claridge, Richcraft, or Ashcroft complexes each have their own rules,

and an experienced Ottawa painter will know the drill.

Ceiling height matters more than you'd think. Standard 8-foot ceilings are straightforward, but many newer

downtown Ottawa condos — especially those in the Centretown or LeBreton Flats developments — feature 9 or

10-foot ceilings that require extension poles and more paint. Some loft-style units in converted buildings along

Sparks Street or Dalhousie have ceilings over 12 feet, which adds 20–30% to labour costs due to ladder work

and scaffolding.

Surface condition in condos varies wildly. A newer unit that's only been lived in for a few years might just need a

light sand and two coats. But units in older converted buildings from the 1960s and 1970s — common in

Centretown and Sandy Hill — may have textured ceilings, multiple layers of old paint, or plaster walls that need

more extensive prep. If there's smoke damage, water staining, or previous poor-quality paint jobs, add $300

to $800 for proper priming and prep work.

Here's a detailed breakdown for a typical 850-square-foot two-bedroom downtown condo:

Walls (living room, bedrooms, hallway, kitchen): $1,200–$1,800

Ceilings (all rooms): $400–$700

Trim, baseboards, and door frames: $300–$600

Interior doors (typically 5–7): $200–$400
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Closet interiors (if included): $150–$300

Prep work (patching nail holes, caulking, taping): usually included

A few condo-specific tips that'll save you money and headaches:

Ventilation is critical in condos. Ottawa's climate means windows are often sealed shut in winter, and condo

HVAC systems recirculate air through the building. Insist on low-VOC or zero-VOC paint to minimize fumes —

the premium is only about $5–$10 per gallon more and it's well worth it when you're sleeping in the space the

same night. Most quality brands like Benjamin Moore Regal Select or Sherwin-Williams Emerald now come in

zero-VOC formulations.

Timing also matters. If you can schedule your condo repaint for spring or fall when you can crack windows for

ventilation, you'll have a better experience than painting in January when everything is sealed up tight against

Ottawa's deep freeze.

For condo investors doing a rental turnover repaint, some Ottawa Paint Contractors offer streamlined

packages in the $800 to $1,500 range for a quick same-day refresh using a neutral palette. This is a popular

service in the Ottawa rental market, especially for units near the University of Ottawa or Carleton that turn

over annually.

I'd recommend getting quotes from two or three Ottawa Paint Contractors through the Ottawa Construction

Network directory. Make sure they've done condo work before and understand building access rules — a

painter who's never dealt with elevator bookings and noise bylaws in a downtown high-rise can turn a two-day

job into a week-long ordeal.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

RenoMotion Inc.

Geerts Roofing Inc

BFI Renovations

Hannah's Colour Wave

View all contractors ?
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Q20

What is the typical price range for commercial office painting in Ottawa per
square foot?

Commercial office painting in Ottawa typically runs between $2.50 and $6.00 per square foot of paintable wall

surface, with most mid-range office spaces landing around $3.00 to $4.50 per square foot. For a simpler

calculation based on total floor area, budget roughly $1.50 to $3.50 per square foot of floor space — the

difference accounts for the fact that not every square foot of floor area has corresponding wall surface.

Ottawa's commercial painting rates come in about 10–15% below Toronto's commercial market, which is

consistent across most trades in the National Capital Region.

Let me give you some real-world numbers for common Ottawa office scenarios:

Small office suite (1,000–2,000 sq ft, e.g., a professional office on Bank Street or in a Kanata tech park):

$2,500–$6,000

Medium office floor (5,000–10,000 sq ft, typical government sublease or mid-rise in Centretown):

$8,000–$25,000

Large corporate space (15,000+ sq ft, major tenant buildout): $25,000–$60,000+

Common areas and hallways (per floor in a multi-tenant building): $1,500–$4,000

Several factors push commercial jobs toward the higher end of that range:

Ceiling height and type is a major cost driver. Standard 8–9 foot drop ceilings with grid tiles mean painters only

need to cut in around the edges — straightforward and quick. But many of Ottawa's renovated heritage

buildings in the ByWard Market, Sparks Street, and along Wellington have exposed ceilings at 12–16 feet

with ductwork, pipes, and sprinkler lines that all need careful masking or painting. That easily adds 30–50% to

labour costs.

After-hours work is standard for occupied commercial spaces. Most Ottawa office painting happens between 6

PM and 6 AM or on weekends to avoid disrupting business operations. Night and weekend premiums typically

add 15–25% to the base rate. Government offices in downtown Ottawa — and there are many — often have

additional security clearance requirements and restricted access protocols that further inflate costs.

Surface preparation varies enormously. A new drywall buildout in a recently constructed space at Bayview

Yards or the new towers along Albert Street needs minimal prep — just prime and paint. But repainting an

older office space that's had a decade of scuff marks, nail holes, and failed patch jobs requires significant wall

repair. Budget an additional $0.50 to $1.50 per square foot for heavy prep work.
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Paint quality matters more in commercial settings than most people realize. For high-traffic areas like lobbies,

hallways, and break rooms, you want a commercial-grade scrubbable paint with good washability ratings.

Products like Benjamin Moore Scuff-X or Sherwin-Williams ProMar 700 are industry standards. They cost

more per gallon but hold up dramatically better under daily wear. Budget-grade paint in a commercial space is

false economy — you'll be repainting in two years instead of five.

A few Ottawa-specific commercial painting considerations:

Ontario Building Code (OBC) requirements apply to commercial spaces. All paints used must meet current

flame spread and smoke development ratings for the occupancy classification. Most quality commercial

paints meet these standards, but it's worth confirming, especially in assembly or institutional occupancies.

WSIB coverage is non-negotiable for commercial work in Ontario. Any painting contractor working in your office

must carry valid Workplace Safety and Insurance Board coverage. If they don't and a worker is injured on

your property, you as the property owner could face significant liability. Always ask for a current WSIB

clearance certificate before work begins.

For government contracts and larger commercial projects, many Ottawa painting companies carry COR

(Certificate of Recognition) safety certification, which is increasingly required for institutional work in the

National Capital Region.

VOC regulations under Ontario's Environmental Protection Act limit volatile organic compound levels in

commercial paints. Most modern commercial paints comply, but if you're in a LEED-certified building —

several exist in Ottawa's downtown core — you may need paints meeting stricter Green Seal GS-11 standards,

which can add 10–15% to material costs.

To get competitive commercial quotes, I'd recommend reaching out to Ottawa Paint Contractors through the

Ottawa Construction Network directory who specifically list commercial experience. Commercial painting is a

different skill set from residential — the scale, scheduling, and safety requirements demand contractors who do

this work regularly. Get three quotes minimum, and make sure each quote specifies the number of coats, paint

brand and product line, prep work included, and the work schedule.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

JC Carpentry

BeyondPrime Building Solutions
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BFI Renovations

ART DRYWALL AMD PAINTING

View all contractors ?

Q21

How much extra does it cost to use premium zero-VOC paint for an Ottawa
home?

Switching to premium zero-VOC paint for your Ottawa home typically adds between $300 and $800 to the total

cost of a full interior repaint, depending on the size of your home and which product line you choose. On a per-

gallon basis, zero-VOC paints run about $10 to $20 more per gallon than their standard low-VOC counterparts

from the same brand.

Let me put that in real-world context. For a typical three-bedroom Ottawa home requiring about 10 to 15 gallons of

wall paint and 3 to 5 gallons of trim paint, the material upgrade from standard to premium zero-VOC adds roughly:

Walls (e.g., Benjamin Moore Regal Select vs. Natura): $100–$250 extra

Trim and doors (e.g., standard alkyd vs. zero-VOC hybrid): $75–$150 extra

Primer (zero-VOC primer if needed): $50–$100 extra

Total material premium: $225–$500

Some painters also charge a small labour premium of $100 to $300 because certain zero-VOC formulations

have slightly different working properties — they can dry faster, require more careful application in thicker coats,

and sometimes need an extra coat for full opacity, especially with deep or saturated colours. Not all painters

charge this, but it's worth asking about upfront.

Here's a comparison of popular zero-VOC options available in Ottawa:

Benjamin Moore Natura: Around $75–$85 per gallon. Truly zero-VOC even after tinting. Excellent coverage,

virtually no odour. Available at Benjamin Moore dealers across Ottawa including shops on Bank Street and in

Kanata.

Sherwin-Williams Harmony: About $65–$75 per gallon. Zero-VOC with added antimicrobial properties. Good

for bedrooms and children's spaces.

Dulux Lifemaster: Around $55–$65 per gallon. Zero-VOC, solid Canadian brand, widely available at Ottawa

paint suppliers.
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PPG Pure Performance: About $50–$60 per gallon. Budget-friendly zero-VOC option that still performs well.

For comparison, a standard low-VOC paint (which still contains some volatile compounds, just below the

regulated threshold) like Benjamin Moore Regal Select runs about $60–$70 per gallon.

Now, is the upgrade worth it in Ottawa specifically? I'd argue it's more worthwhile here than in many other

Canadian cities, and here's why:

Ottawa's extreme climate means your home is sealed tight for roughly five to six months of the year. From

November through March, when temperatures regularly drop to -20°C and below, windows stay closed and

your HVAC system recirculates indoor air constantly. Any off-gassing from paint — which continues for weeks or

months after application — stays trapped inside your living space. Zero-VOC paint eliminates this concern

almost entirely.

This is especially important if you're painting during Ottawa's winter months (which is actually a popular time to

paint interiors since exterior work is impossible). With no ability to open windows for cross-ventilation, standard

paint fumes can linger for weeks. Zero-VOC paint lets you sleep in a freshly painted room the same day with no

headaches or chemical smell.

For families with young children, pregnant women, people with asthma or chemical sensitivities, zero-

VOC paint is practically a necessity, not a luxury. Ontario has no specific regulation mandating zero-VOC paint

in homes, but Health Canada guidelines recommend minimizing indoor VOC exposure, and many Ottawa

pediatricians and allergists specifically recommend zero-VOC products for nurseries and children's bedrooms.

Performance-wise, premium zero-VOC paints have improved dramatically over the past decade. The old

complaint that they didn't cover as well or weren't as durable simply doesn't hold true anymore for the top-tier

products. Benjamin Moore Natura and Sherwin-Williams Harmony offer excellent washability, coverage, and

colour retention that rivals or matches their standard lines.

One area where zero-VOC still has limitations is trim and door paint. Traditional oil-based trim paints (alkyds)

produce the hardest, smoothest finish but contain significant VOCs. Zero-VOC trim alternatives like Benjamin

Moore Advance (technically ultra-low-VOC, not quite zero) or Sherwin-Williams ProClassic Waterbased

Alkyd provide a good middle ground. They level nicely and cure to a hard finish, though purists might notice a

slight difference compared to traditional oil.

Most Ottawa Paint Contractors listed on the Ottawa Construction Network directory are familiar with zero-

VOC products and can advise on the best options for your specific project. When getting quotes, ask them to

price out both standard and zero-VOC options so you can see the actual dollar difference for your home. For

most homeowners, the $300 to $800 premium on a $3,000 to $6,000 repaint is a modest investment in

healthier indoor air quality — especially through Ottawa's long, closed-up winters.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

RenoMotion Inc.

ALM Construction & Landscaping Inc.

Nic’s D.U.C.T Works Inc

CONSTRUST BK INC

View all contractors ?
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Q22

What should I budget for painting a heritage home exterior in the Glebe?

Painting a heritage home exterior in the Glebe is a bigger undertaking than a standard Ottawa exterior paint job,

and your budget should reflect that. For a typical two-storey Glebe heritage home, expect to pay between $8,000

and $18,000 for a full exterior repaint done properly. Larger three-storey homes or those with extensive decorative

trim, wraparound porches, or complex architectural details can push into the $15,000 to $25,000+ range.

That's a wide range, so let me explain what drives the cost for Glebe heritage homes specifically.

Prep work is where most of the money goes. Heritage homes in the Glebe — many dating from the 1890s

through the 1930s — often have original wood clapboard siding, ornate wooden trim, decorative brackets,

gingerbread details, and multi-pane windows. All of this needs careful preparation: hand scraping loose paint (no

aggressive power washing that damages old wood), spot priming bare areas, caulking gaps and joints, glazing

compound repair on old windows, and sometimes wood consolidation on areas where moisture has softened

the substrate. On a typical Glebe heritage home, prep work accounts for 40–60% of the total job cost.

Here's a rough breakdown for a standard two-storey Glebe heritage home (roughly 1,800–2,500 square feet of

exterior surface):

Scaffolding or lift rental: $800–$2,000 (most Glebe homes are close-set on narrow lots, which complicates

access)

Prep work (scraping, sanding, caulking, priming): $3,000–$7,000

Wood repair and consolidation: $500–$2,500 (depends heavily on condition)

Paint (premium exterior, 15–25 gallons): $800–$1,500

Application (two coats body, two coats trim): $2,500–$5,000

Detail work (decorative elements, multi-colour scheme): $500–$2,000

Cleanup and protection (landscaping covers, neighbour coordination): included

Heritage considerations are critical in the Glebe. Much of the Glebe falls within the City of Ottawa's Heritage

Conservation District, which means exterior changes — including significant colour changes — may be

subject to review under the Ontario Heritage Act. While routine repainting in similar colours typically doesn't

require formal approval, switching to a dramatically different colour scheme might. Before committing to a bold

new palette, it's wise to check with the City of Ottawa's Heritage Planning Branch and review the Glebe

Heritage Conservation District Plan.

Many Glebe heritage homeowners choose historically sympathetic colour palettes — think deep greens,

burgundies, slate blues, warm creams, and charcoal accents that reflect the Victorian and Edwardian character
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of the neighbourhood. A painter experienced with Ottawa heritage homes will know these palettes well and can

help you choose colours that honour your home's period while still expressing your personal style.

Paint selection matters enormously for heritage exteriors. Ottawa's brutal continental climate — with

temperature swings of over 65°C annually (from -30°C to +35°C), heavy freeze-thaw cycles, 200+ centimetres

of snow, intense summer UV, and driving rain — demands the highest quality exterior paint. I strongly

recommend premium 100% acrylic latex products like Benjamin Moore Aura Exterior, Sherwin-Williams

Duration, or PPG Manor Hall. These products offer superior flexibility (critical for the expansion and

contraction old wood undergoes through Ottawa's seasons), excellent UV resistance, and strong breathability

that allows moisture vapor to escape from old walls without blistering.

Do not let anyone use a cheap paint on a Glebe heritage home. The labour cost is so high that saving $200 on

paint by going mid-grade is false economy — you'll be repainting three years sooner, and that means another

$8,000+ job. Premium paint on a well-prepped heritage surface should last 8 to 12 years in Ottawa's climate.

Lead paint is a near-certainty on pre-1960s Glebe homes. Ontario's Occupational Health and Safety Act

(OHSA) and O. Reg. 490/09 regulate lead paint handling on work sites. Your painter should test for lead before

starting work and follow proper containment, removal, and disposal protocols if it's present. This isn't optional

— it's a legal requirement and a health necessity, especially if you have children. Lead abatement prep adds

$1,000 to $3,000 to the project depending on how much lead paint is present.

Timing is everything for Glebe exterior painting. Ottawa's reliable exterior painting season runs from mid-May

through mid-October, with the sweet spot being June through September when overnight temperatures stay

above 10°C (required for proper paint curing). Book early — experienced heritage painters in Ottawa fill their

summer schedules by March.

For a project of this scope and sensitivity, I'd strongly recommend working with Ottawa Paint Contractors who

have specific heritage home experience. The Ottawa Construction Network directory can help you find

painters who understand the unique demands of Glebe heritage properties. Get at least three detailed written

quotes, and make sure each one specifies prep methodology, paint products, number of coats, warranty terms,

and lead paint protocol.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry
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Geerts Roofing Inc

Floor-2-Wall Inc

Capital City Drywall

View all contractors ?

Q23

How much does it cost to paint interior doors and trim throughout an Ottawa
home?

Painting interior doors and trim is one of those upgrades that makes a massive visual impact — freshly painted

doors and crisp, bright trim can make an entire home feel new. In Ottawa, expect to pay between $2,000 and

$5,500 to have all interior doors and trim professionally painted throughout a typical three-bedroom home. The cost

depends on the number of doors, the linear footage of trim, the current condition, and the finish quality you're after.

Here's how Ottawa painters typically price this work:

Interior doors are usually priced per door, both sides plus the edge and frame:

Flat/panel door, standard paint (brush and roll): $120–$200 per door

Flat/panel door, spray-finished (smoothest possible finish): $150–$250 per door

French doors or multi-pane glass doors: $200–$350 per door (all that masking and cutting in around glass

adds time)

Bifold closet doors: $80–$150 per pair

Door frames/jambs only (if doors are being replaced): $50–$80 per frame

Trim and baseboards are typically priced per linear foot:

Standard baseboards (3–5 inch): $1.50–$3.00 per linear foot

Crown moulding: $2.50–$4.50 per linear foot

Window casings (per window, both sides): $40–$80 per window

Chair rail or wainscoting: $2.00–$3.50 per linear foot

For a typical three-bedroom Ottawa home with roughly 15 interior doors, 350–450 linear feet of baseboard,

12–15 windows, and maybe some crown moulding in the main rooms, a complete doors-and-trim package

usually works out to:

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



Budget tier (brush and roll, one coat over existing paint in good condition): $2,000–$3,000

Mid-range (light sanding, primer where needed, two coats, brush and roll): $3,000–$4,500

Premium (full prep, spray-finished doors, two coats everywhere, flawless finish): $4,000–$5,500

Ottawa pricing runs about 10–15% below Toronto for comparable quality work, which is consistent across most

painting trades in the region.

The single biggest factor in cost and quality is preparation. If your doors and trim have layers of old paint with

drips, brush marks, and yellowed varnish — extremely common in Ottawa homes from the 1970s through

1990s — proper prep involves sanding everything smooth, filling nail holes and dents, caulking gaps between

trim and walls, and applying a bonding primer. This prep work often takes longer than the actual painting and is

what separates a mediocre job from a beautiful one.

The spray vs. brush-and-roll debate is worth discussing. For doors specifically, spray application produces a

noticeably smoother, more factory-like finish with no brush marks or roller stipple. The catch is that spraying

requires extensive masking and protection of walls, floors, hardware, and everything nearby, which adds

labour time. Many Ottawa painters prefer to remove doors and spray them in a garage or workshop, then

reinstall — this produces the best results but adds handling time. If your painter is willing to remove, spray, and

rehang doors, that's generally the gold-standard approach.

For baseboards and trim that are already installed, brush application by an experienced hand can look nearly

as good as spraying and is far more practical. The key is using the right paint and the right brush technique.

Paint selection for doors and trim has shifted significantly in recent years. Traditional oil-based (alkyd) paints

were long the standard because they cure to a hard, smooth, durable finish. However, Ontario's VOC

regulations and the general market shift mean most painters now use hybrid waterborne alkyds like Benjamin

Moore Advance or Sherwin-Williams ProClassic Waterborne Alkyd. These products level beautifully, cure

hard enough for door and trim use, clean up with water, and have much lower odour — a real advantage during

Ottawa's sealed-up winter months when ventilation is limited.

Expect these paints in semi-gloss or satin finish for doors and trim. Semi-gloss is the traditional choice that's

easy to wipe clean, while satin has become increasingly popular for a more contemporary, less shiny look. Both

work well in Ottawa's climate.

One Ottawa-specific consideration: our extreme humidity swings (very dry in winter, muggy in summer) cause

wood doors and trim to expand and contract. Quality paint with good flexibility and adhesion is essential to

prevent cracking and peeling at joints. Cheap paint on trim is a recipe for touch-ups within a year.
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For the best results, reach out to a few Ottawa Paint Contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network

directory and ask specifically about their approach to door and trim work. A painter who takes pride in trim

finishing will happily explain their prep process, paint choices, and application method. That conversation tells

you a lot about the quality you'll get.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

Above All Painting Inc.

Whole Home Beauty (WHB)

Best Hand2Hand moving company

EasySave Painting

View all contractors ?

Q24

What is the cost difference between latex and oil-based paint for an Ottawa
exterior job?

The cost difference between latex (acrylic) and oil-based (alkyd) exterior paint in Ottawa comes down to both

material costs and long-term performance — and in almost every case, latex is the better value for Ottawa's

climate. Let me walk through the numbers and the reasoning.

Material cost comparison (per gallon, premium product tier):

100% acrylic latex exterior (Benjamin Moore Aura, Sherwin-Williams Duration): $65–$85 per gallon

Oil-based/alkyd exterior (traditional formulations): $55–$75 per gallon

Hybrid alkyd (oil-modified water cleanup, e.g., Benjamin Moore Arborcoat for wood): $70–$90 per gallon

So on a per-gallon basis, premium latex actually costs $5 to $15 more per gallon than traditional oil-based

paint. For a full Ottawa exterior requiring 15 to 25 gallons, that's a material difference of roughly $75 to $375 —

not huge in the context of an exterior painting project that typically runs $5,000 to $15,000 total.
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But the real cost picture is more nuanced than just the sticker price on the can. Here's where it gets Ottawa-

specific:

Labour costs favour latex significantly. Oil-based paint requires mineral spirits for cleanup, longer dry

times between coats, and more careful application to avoid lap marks. In Ottawa's short exterior painting season

(mid-May to mid-October), time efficiency matters. Latex dries faster — typically 1 to 2 hours between coats

versus 8 to 24 hours for oil — meaning a painter can often apply two coats in a single day with latex. With oil,

the same job stretches over two days. That extra day of labour at Ottawa rates ($40–$55/hour) can add $400 to

$800 to your project. So while the paint itself is slightly cheaper, oil-based exterior painting almost always

costs more overall.

Ottawa's climate overwhelmingly favours latex. This is the most important factor and it's not even close.

Ottawa experiences one of the most extreme temperature ranges of any major Canadian city — from -30°C

or colder in January to +35°C in July, with everything in between. That's a 65°C annual swing that causes

wood siding, trim, and substrates to expand and contract dramatically.

Acrylic latex paint is flexible. It moves with the substrate through freeze-thaw cycles without cracking or

peeling. Oil-based paint, by contrast, cures to a hard, brittle film that becomes increasingly rigid as it ages.

After two or three Ottawa winters, oil-based paint often develops hairline cracks that allow moisture

penetration, leading to peeling, blistering, and wood rot. This is why virtually every professional Ottawa painter

recommends latex for exterior work.

Longevity comparison in Ottawa conditions:

Premium acrylic latex: 8–12 years before repainting needed

Oil-based exterior: 4–7 years in Ottawa's climate (brittleness accelerates failure)

Hybrid alkyd: 6–10 years (better flexibility than pure oil, but still not as flexible as acrylic)

When you factor in the cost of repainting sooner, oil-based exterior paint becomes dramatically more

expensive over time. If your exterior costs $8,000 to paint and latex lasts 10 years while oil lasts 5, you're

spending $8,000 per decade with latex versus $16,000 with oil.

Where oil-based still has a role (limited in Ottawa):

Bare wood priming: An oil-based primer like Zinsser Cover Stain penetrates raw wood better than latex primer,

especially on old-growth lumber found in Ottawa heritage homes. Many painters use an oil primer under latex

topcoats — the best of both worlds.

High-wear horizontal surfaces: Porch floors and steps sometimes benefit from oil-based or hybrid alkyd paints

because they cure harder and resist foot traffic better. Though even here, modern porch and floor latex products
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have largely closed the gap.

Metal surfaces: Wrought iron railings, steel doors, and metal trim sometimes perform better with oil-based paint

for adhesion, though direct-to-metal acrylic products now work well too.

Ontario regulatory note: VOC regulations under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act and Ontario's

clean air framework have progressively tightened limits on solvent-based paints. Some traditional high-VOC oil-

based exterior paints are no longer available in Ontario, and the trend is firmly toward lower-VOC products. This

isn't a concern for homeowners — it just means the market is naturally moving toward the products that perform

best in our climate anyway.

Most experienced Ottawa Paint Contractors listed on the Ottawa Construction Network directory will

recommend premium 100% acrylic latex for virtually all Ottawa exterior applications. If a painter pushes oil-

based paint for your Ottawa exterior in 2026, that's a yellow flag — they may not be current with modern paint

technology and our climate's specific demands. Get quotes from painters who specify their recommended

products, and you'll quickly see that the industry has spoken: latex wins in Ottawa.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

Dreamwood Construction & Renovations

Tanner Irwin-Robertson

Floor-2-Wall Inc

View all contractors ?
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Q25

How much does ceiling painting cost per room in an Ottawa home?

Ceiling painting is one of the most physically demanding parts of any interior paint job — all that overhead work

takes a toll — and pricing reflects the slower pace and extra preparation involved. In Ottawa, expect to pay between

$200 and $550 per standard room for ceiling painting, depending on room size, ceiling height, condition, and

whether the ceiling has texture.

Here's a breakdown by room type for typical Ottawa homes:

Standard bedroom (10x12 ft, 8-ft ceiling): $200–$350

Master bedroom (14x16 ft): $300–$450

Living room (15x18 ft): $350–$500

Open-concept living/dining/kitchen (25x20 ft+): $500–$900

Bathroom (small, 5x8 ft): $150–$250

Hallway/stairwell ceiling: $150–$400 (stairwells cost more due to height and awkward access)

For a whole-home ceiling repaint covering all rooms in a typical three-bedroom Ottawa home, most painters

quote a package price between $1,500 and $3,500. That's generally cheaper per room than pricing each one

individually because the painter is already set up with drop cloths, extension poles, and spraying equipment.

Ottawa pricing for ceiling work runs about 10–15% below GTA rates, consistent with our market across all

painting trades.

Several factors can push your ceiling painting costs higher:

Textured or popcorn ceilings are extremely common in Ottawa homes built from the 1960s through the

1990s — think Nepean, Gloucester, Kanata, and Barrhaven subdivisions from that era. Painting over existing

popcorn texture is straightforward and doesn't add much cost, but if you want the popcorn removed before

repainting, that's a significant additional expense: $2 to $5 per square foot for removal, skim-coating smooth,

and then painting. For a 12x14 bedroom, that's an extra $350 to $850 on top of the painting cost.

Important safety note: popcorn ceilings applied before 1990 in Ontario may contain asbestos. Before

removing any textured ceiling in an older Ottawa home, have it tested by a certified lab (typically $30–$50 per

sample). If asbestos is present, removal must be done by a licensed asbestos abatement contractor under

Ontario Regulation 278/05, and costs jump to $8 to $15 per square foot or more. This is not work for a

regular painter.
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Ceiling height matters more than you might expect. Standard 8-foot ceilings are the most efficient to paint —

a tall painter can nearly reach them from the floor with an extension pole. But many newer Ottawa builds in

areas like Riverside South, Findlay Creek, and the new Barrhaven subdivisions feature 9 or 10-foot

ceilings that require longer reach and more careful technique. Homes with cathedral or vaulted ceilings —

common in custom builds throughout the Greenbelt communities — can cost 50–100% more per room due to

scaffolding needs and the difficulty of reaching peak areas.

Stain blocking is a common ceiling issue in Ottawa homes. Water stains from ice dam leaks (very common

given Ottawa's 200+ cm of annual snow), old smoke damage, and mysterious yellow-brown marks all need to

be sealed with a stain-blocking primer before topcoating. Products like Zinsser BIN (shellac-based) or KILZ

Original are the standard choices. If your ceilings have multiple stains, add $50 to $150 per room for spot

priming or a full primer coat.

The right ceiling paint makes a real difference. Ceiling paint is formulated differently from wall paint — it's

ultra-flat to hide imperfections, higher viscosity to reduce spattering, and engineered for maximum hide

(opacity). Products like Benjamin Moore Waterborne Ceiling Paint or Sherwin-Williams ProMar Ceiling are

industry standards. Some homeowners ask for eggshell or satin on ceilings for easier cleaning, especially in

kitchens and bathrooms, but be aware that any sheen on a ceiling highlights every imperfection — every bump,

seam, and patch becomes visible under light. Flat is flat for a reason on ceilings.

Application method also affects cost. Most Ottawa painters roll ceilings using an 18-inch roller on an

extension pole, which is efficient and produces a good result. For the smoothest possible finish — or for open-

concept spaces where roller marks would be visible — spray application is superior but requires masking all

walls, floors, and fixtures, adding $100 to $300 per room for the extra protection work.

A quick tip on timing: if you're planning to paint both walls and ceilings, always do ceilings first. This is standard

practice because ceiling paint inevitably spatters onto walls. Any painter who suggests doing walls first is

working backwards.

For quotes on ceiling painting, check out Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network

directory. When comparing quotes, make sure each one specifies whether it includes stain blocking, texture

work, and the number of coats. A one-coat ceiling application over existing white is much cheaper than a two-

coat job with primer on stained or discoloured ceilings — and you want to compare like with like.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:
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613Bins

RenoMotion Inc.

EasySave Painting

Callandgone

Best Hand2Hand moving company

View all contractors ?

Q26

What do Ottawa painters charge for an accent wall with a specialty finish?

An accent wall with a specialty finish is one of the most impactful design upgrades you can make to a room, and

the cost in Ottawa varies widely depending on the technique. For a standard 10x8-foot accent wall (80 square

feet), here's what you can expect to pay:

Simple accent wall (different colour, standard flat or eggshell paint):

$150–$300 — This is just a wall painted a bold or contrasting colour. Same process as regular wall painting, just

a different colour from the other three walls. Most Ottawa painters include this at minimal extra cost if it's part of

a room or whole-home repaint.

Specialty finishes (where things get more interesting and expensive):

Colour washing / faux linen: $300–$600 — A translucent glaze worked over a base coat to create subtle depth

and movement. Looks beautiful in dining rooms and bedrooms. Two-step process: base coat, then hand-applied

glaze layer.

Venetian plaster / polished plaster: $800–$2,000 — Multiple thin layers of plaster applied by trowel, then

burnished to a smooth, stone-like finish with natural depth and lustre. This is a genuine artisan skill — the

results can be absolutely stunning, resembling polished marble. A proper Venetian plaster accent wall requires

3–5 layers with sanding and burnishing between each. Materials alone (specialty plaster products) run

$200–$500.

Metallic / pearl finish: $400–$800 — Special metallic paints or pearl glazes that shift and shimmer with light.

Products like Benjamin Moore Studio Finishes or Modern Masters metallic paints create this effect. Usually

requires two carefully applied coats over a tinted base.
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Suede / textured faux: $350–$700 — Products like Ralph Lauren Suede or similar textured paints create a soft,

fabric-like appearance. Applied with special rollers or brushes to build up the tactile texture.

Limewash / mineral paint: $400–$900 — Creates a beautiful, chalky, Old-World look with natural colour

variation. Products like Romabio or Pure & Original are popular. Requires specific substrate preparation and

multiple coats built up by hand. This has become very trendy in Ottawa renovations, especially in Westboro,

Hintonburg, and Wellington Village homes going for that modern-organic aesthetic.

Geometric patterns / stripes: $300–$700 — Crisp geometric designs using tape, multiple colours, and precise

execution. The labour is almost entirely in the taping and layout — a complex chevron or herringbone pattern

on an accent wall can take a full day just to mask properly. Simple horizontal or vertical stripes are on the lower

end.

Mural or hand-painted design: $500–$3,000+ — This enters the realm of decorative art rather than house

painting. Ottawa has several talented mural artists, and pricing depends entirely on complexity. A simple

abstract or botanical design might run $500–$1,000, while a detailed scenic mural can cost several thousand.

Board and batten / wainscoting (painted): $600–$1,500 — Not strictly a paint finish, but many homeowners

combine a textured wall treatment (installed trim boards creating a panel effect) with paint. The carpentry and

painting together create a dramatic accent wall. Very popular in Ottawa homes right now.

A few practical considerations for Ottawa homeowners:

Ottawa's lighting conditions should influence your finish choice. Our long, dark winters mean rooms rely

heavily on artificial light for five months of the year. Metallic and pearl finishes look dramatically different under

warm LED light versus natural daylight — make sure your painter shows you samples under both conditions.

Venetian plaster, on the other hand, looks consistently gorgeous in all lighting because the depth is physical, not

optical.

Humidity matters for plaster-based finishes. Ottawa homes can swing from very dry in winter (sometimes

below 20% relative humidity with forced-air heating) to quite humid in summer. Natural lime-based plasters

and limewash finishes actually benefit from humidity fluctuations — they're breathable and naturally regulate

moisture. Synthetic products handle the swings fine too, but it's worth discussing with your painter.

Heritage homes in areas like the Glebe, Sandy Hill, Rockcliffe Park, and New Edinburgh are particularly

good candidates for specialty finishes. Venetian plaster or limewash on a focal wall in a heritage living room or

dining room complements the architectural character beautifully and adds a layer of sophistication that flat paint

simply can't match.
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For specialty finishes, painter selection matters more than almost any other painting service. This is skilled

decorative work, not standard painting. Not every painter offers these services, and quality varies enormously.

Look for Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory who specifically highlight

decorative or specialty finishing in their profile. Ask to see photos of completed projects — preferably recent

ones in Ottawa homes — and if possible, request a sample board where the painter demonstrates the finish on

a test panel before committing to the wall.

Budget-wise, most Ottawa homeowners spend between $400 and $1,200 on a single specialty accent wall. That

might sound steep for one wall, but a well-executed specialty finish becomes the focal point of the room and can

elevate the entire space from ordinary to extraordinary.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

RenoMotion Inc.

Diamond renovations

Denys Builds Designs Renovations

Powell Painting

View all contractors ?

Q27

How much does it cost to paint a garage interior in Ottawa including floor
coating?

Painting a garage interior in Ottawa — walls, ceiling, and floor coating — is one of those projects that pays off big in

both function and resale appeal. Here's what you can expect to budget in the Ottawa market.

Garage Interior Painting Costs

For a standard two-car garage (roughly 400–500 sq ft of floor space, plus walls and ceiling), professional interior

painting in Ottawa typically runs $1,200–$2,800 depending on scope and finishes chosen.

Here's how that breaks down:
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Walls and ceiling only (drywall, primed and two coats latex): $800–$1,500

Walls and ceiling with moisture-resistant paint: $1,000–$1,800

Epoxy floor coating (prep, prime, two-coat epoxy with flake broadcast): $1,200–$2,200

Full package — walls, ceiling, and epoxy floor: $2,000–$3,800

Ottawa pricing runs about 10–15% below GTA rates for comparable work, which keeps full garage makeovers

accessible for most homeowners.

Why Floor Prep Matters So Much Here

Ottawa's climate is brutal on garage floors. Between road salt, freeze-thaw cycling from -30°C winters to

+35°C summers, and constant moisture intrusion, bare concrete deteriorates fast. A proper epoxy floor coating

needs serious prep:

Diamond grinding or shot blasting to open the concrete pores — this is non-negotiable for adhesion

Moisture testing — Ottawa's 1.2–1.5 metre frost depth means moisture can wick up through slabs, especially

in older Kanata and Orléans homes built before modern vapour barriers were standard

Crack and joint repair — freeze-thaw damage is almost universal in Ottawa garages over 15 years old

If a contractor skips the grinding step and just acid-etches, the epoxy will peel within two winters. Cheap floor

coatings are the number-one callback item in this trade. Budget $4–$8 per square foot for quality epoxy

work that includes proper mechanical prep.

Wall and Ceiling Considerations

Most Ottawa garages have either exposed drywall or bare concrete block. Each needs different treatment:

Drywall — standard prime-and-paint approach, but use a moisture-resistant primer like Zinsser 1-2-3 to

handle the humidity swings Ottawa garages experience

Concrete block — needs a masonry primer followed by elastomeric or acrylic block filler, then topcoat. Budget

an extra $200–$400 for block prep

Ceiling — flat white ceiling paint is standard, but consider semi-gloss if you want easier cleaning and better

light reflection for a workshop setup

For the ceiling and walls, two coats of a durable eggshell or semi-gloss latex holds up best against road salt

splash, tool scuffs, and the temperature swings that are just part of life in an Ottawa garage.

What Affects Your Final Price
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Several factors push costs up or down:

Garage size — a single-car garage runs 30–40% less than a double

Current condition — peeling paint, mould, or water damage adds $300–$600 in prep

Insulated vs. uninsulated — insulated garages with finished drywall are straightforward; uninsulated garages

with exposed framing need different approaches

Colour and finish upgrades — custom colour-matched epoxy floors with metallic effects can push floor coating

costs to $3,000–$4,500 alone

Storage and shelving removal — if the crew needs to move everything out and back, expect a modest labour

surcharge

Timing and Scheduling

Epoxy floor coatings need minimum 10°C surface temperature for proper curing. In Ottawa, that means

garage floor coating is best scheduled between May and October. Wall and ceiling painting can happen year-

round in a heated garage, but an unheated garage is a cold-season no-go.

Most contractors can complete a full garage — walls, ceiling, and epoxy floor — in 3–5 days, including cure

time between floor coats.

Getting It Done Right

A well-painted garage with proper floor coating should last 8–15 years before needing attention. The key is

choosing a painter who understands the prep requirements for Ottawa's freeze-thaw environment and doesn't

cut corners on surface preparation.

You can browse Ottawa Paint Contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters

who handle both wall finishing and epoxy floor systems. Getting two or three quotes lets you compare prep

methods — which tells you more about quality than price alone.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

REJUVENATION RENOVATIONS

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



Nic’s D.U.C.T Works Inc

613PAINTING INC

View all contractors ?
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Q28

What is the average price for painting a nursery with low-VOC paint in Ottawa?

Painting a nursery is one of those projects where getting it right matters more than almost any other room in the

house. The good news? Low-VOC paint has become the industry standard, so you're not paying a huge premium

for healthier air anymore.

Nursery Painting Costs in Ottawa

For a standard nursery (roughly 10x12 feet), professional painting with low-VOC or zero-VOC paint in Ottawa

typically costs $450–$900 for walls and ceiling. That includes prep, primer, and two coats of finish.

Here's the range by scope:

Walls only, single colour: $350–$600

Walls and ceiling, single colour: $450–$750

Walls, ceiling, and trim/baseboards: $600–$900

Accent wall or two-tone design: add $100–$200

Decorative stripes, patterns, or murals: $200–$800+ depending on complexity

Ottawa pricing comes in about 10–15% below what you'd pay in the GTA for the same quality of work.

Low-VOC vs. Zero-VOC — What You're Actually Paying For

Let's clear up the terminology because it matters for a baby's room:

Low-VOC paint contains fewer than 50 grams per litre of volatile organic compounds (the chemicals that

create that "new paint smell" and off-gas into the air)

Zero-VOC paint contains fewer than 5 grams per litre — not truly zero, but close enough to be virtually

odourless

Standard paint can contain 250+ grams per litre of VOCs

The price difference between standard and low-VOC paint is now minimal — roughly $5–$10 more per

gallon. Major brands like Benjamin Moore Natura, Sherwin-Williams Harmony, and Dulux Lifemaster are all

zero-VOC and widely available through Ottawa suppliers. Your painter likely already stocks these.

The real cost difference comes from product quality within the low-VOC category. A premium zero-VOC like

Benjamin Moore Natura runs about $70–$85 per gallon, while a budget low-VOC might be $40–$55 per gallon.

For a nursery needing 2–3 gallons total, that's a difference of maybe $60–$90 in materials.
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Why It Matters for Ottawa Homes Specifically

Ottawa's climate creates unique ventilation challenges that make paint choice even more important for a

nursery:

During winter (November through March), homes are sealed tight against -20°C to -30°C temperatures. Fresh

air exchange drops dramatically, meaning any off-gassing from paint stays trapped inside longer

Humidity control is already tricky in Ottawa homes — too dry in winter, too humid in summer. Low-VOC paints

perform well in both extremes without the chemical sensitivity issues

The Ontario Building Code requires adequate ventilation in bedrooms, but older Ottawa homes (especially in

Sandy Hill, the Glebe, and Old Ottawa South) may have less-than-ideal air exchange rates

For these reasons, I'd recommend zero-VOC paint for any nursery in Ottawa. The small upfront cost

difference is negligible compared to the peace of mind.

Prep and Timeline

A professional nursery paint job typically takes 1–2 days:

Day 1: Prep (patching, sanding, taping, priming if needed), first coat

Day 2: Second coat, trim work, cleanup

If the room has existing wallpaper, bold colours to cover, or smoke/water damage, add prep time and

budget $100–$300 for additional work. Covering a dark colour with a light nursery shade often needs a tinted

primer coat to avoid three or four finish coats.

Timing Around Baby's Arrival

Paint the nursery at least 2–3 weeks before baby arrives even with zero-VOC paint. While these products are

virtually odour-free, giving the room time to fully cure and air out is just good practice. In Ottawa's summer

months, you can open windows to accelerate this. In winter, run a fan and keep the room's heat on to help

curing — cold temperatures slow paint curing regardless of VOC content.

Finishes That Work Best

Walls: eggshell or satin — wipeable for the inevitable handprints, spit-up, and marker adventures to come

Ceiling: flat — hides imperfections, doesn't need to be washable

Trim and baseboards: semi-gloss — durable and easy to wipe down
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Avoid flat finishes on nursery walls. You'll be cleaning those walls more than you think.

Finding the Right Painter

Look for painters who regularly work with low-VOC products and understand proper ventilation during

application. The Ottawa Construction Network directory lists Ottawa Paint Contractors experienced in residential

interior work, so you can compare options and read about their approach before reaching out.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

Above All Painting Inc.

Floor-2-Wall Inc

JMY Renovations

Eastern Residential Solution

View all contractors ?

Q29

How much should I budget for repainting aluminum siding on my Ottawa home?

Repainting aluminum siding is a smart alternative to full replacement — especially in Ottawa where so many

1960s–1980s homes in Nepean, Gloucester, Kanata, and Barrhaven still have the original aluminum cladding.

When done properly, a quality repaint can buy you another 15–20 years at a fraction of replacement cost.

Cost Breakdown for Ottawa Homes

For a standard two-storey Ottawa home (roughly 1,500–2,000 sq ft of siding surface), professional aluminum

siding repainting typically runs:

Basic repaint (wash, prime spots, two coats): $3,500–$5,500

Full prep repaint (power wash, hand scrub, full prime, two coats): $5,000–$7,500

Premium repaint (complete prep, primer coat, two coats premium acrylic): $6,500–$9,000
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On a per-square-foot basis, expect $2.50–$5.00 per sq ft of siding surface. Ottawa pricing is about 10–15%

below GTA rates for the same scope of work.

For comparison, replacing aluminum siding with new vinyl or James Hardie fiber cement runs

$15,000–$35,000 for the same house. Repainting is typically one-third to one-quarter the cost of replacement.

Why Prep Is Everything With Aluminum

Aluminum siding doesn't fail the way wood does — it doesn't rot or warp. But it does develop chalking (that

white powdery residue you can rub off with your hand), oxidation, and fading. Ottawa's climate accelerates all

three:

UV exposure during long summer days breaks down the factory finish

Salt spray from winter road treatment corrodes the surface, especially on homes near major roads like

Merivale, Innes, or March Road

Freeze-thaw cycling between Ottawa's -30°C winters and +35°C summers causes expansion and contraction

that stresses paint adhesion

200+ cm of annual snowfall means moisture contact for months at a time along the lower courses

Proper prep for aluminum siding requires:

Power washing at moderate pressure (1,200–1,500 PSI — too high dents the aluminum)

Hand-washing with TSP solution to remove chalking residue that power washing alone misses

Sanding or scuffing glossy areas for adhesion

Priming bare or heavily oxidized spots with a bonding primer like Stix or XIM 400

Caulking gaps at trim intersections, corners, and around penetrations

Skipping the chalk removal step is the most common shortcut — and the reason cheap aluminum repaint jobs

peel within 2–3 years. The chalk creates a barrier between the new paint and the metal surface. If your quote

seems too low, ask about their chalking removal method.

Best Paint Products for Ottawa Aluminum Siding

The paint choice matters enormously on aluminum:

100% acrylic latex is the standard — it flexes with temperature changes without cracking

Sherwin-Williams Duration or Benjamin Moore Aura Exterior are top-tier choices at $65–$85 per gallon

Avoid oil-based paints on aluminum — they become brittle in Ottawa's cold and crack
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Self-priming formulas work on lightly oxidized siding but still need spot priming on bare or heavily chalked

areas

A typical Ottawa home needs 8–15 gallons of exterior paint depending on size and number of coats. Material

cost alone runs $500–$1,200 for quality product.

Colour Considerations

Aluminum siding holds lighter colours better than dark ones. Dark colours absorb more heat, causing the

aluminum to expand more in Ottawa's summer sun (surface temperatures can exceed 60°C on south-facing

walls), which accelerates peeling.

If you're in a heritage district like the Glebe, Sandy Hill, Centretown, or Rockcliffe Park, check with the City of

Ottawa's heritage planning team before choosing colours. Heritage Conservation Districts have design

guidelines that may restrict your palette, and painting aluminum siding a non-approved colour can trigger

compliance issues.

Seasonal Timing

Exterior painting on aluminum siding needs:

Minimum 10°C air and surface temperature

No rain for 24 hours after application

Low humidity for proper curing

In Ottawa, this means the ideal window is mid-May through early October. The best conditions are typically

June and September — warm enough for proper curing but not so hot that paint dries too fast (which causes

lap marks on aluminum's smooth surface).

What to Look For in Quotes

When comparing estimates, make sure each quote specifies:

Prep method (power wash only vs. power wash + hand wash + chalk removal)

Number of coats (two minimum — one coat on aluminum never lasts)

Primer approach (full prime vs. spot prime)

Paint brand and product line

Warranty on labour and materials
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Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters

experienced with aluminum siding. This is a specialty skill — not every residential painter handles metal siding

well, so look for crews who specifically list exterior aluminum work in their services.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

Custom By Arie

Capital Paint

The Granite shop

View all contractors ?

Q30

What does it cost to paint a fence in Ottawa compared to staining it?

Painting vs. staining your fence is one of those decisions where the upfront cost difference is only part of the story.

In Ottawa's punishing climate, long-term maintenance cost is where the real math happens.

Ottawa Fence Painting Costs

For a standard 6-foot privacy fence, here are typical Ottawa rates per linear foot:

Solid paint (two coats, brush/roll): $8–$14 per linear foot

Solid paint (spray application): $6–$11 per linear foot

Semi-transparent stain (two coats): $5–$9 per linear foot

Solid-colour stain (two coats): $6–$10 per linear foot

Clear wood preservative/sealer: $3–$6 per linear foot

For a typical Ottawa backyard fence of 100–150 linear feet, that translates to:

| Finish Type | Cost Range (100–150 ft) | |---|---| | Solid paint | $800–$2,100 | | Solid-colour stain |

$600–$1,500 | | Semi-transparent stain | $500–$1,350 | | Clear sealer | $300–$900 |
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Ottawa pricing runs 10–15% below GTA rates for the same quality of work. Most of the cost is labour — the

material difference between paint and stain is modest (maybe $50–$100 for a full fence).

Paint vs. Stain: The Real Differences

Solid paint sits on top of the wood surface and creates an opaque film:

Completely hides wood grain and imperfections

Best for older, weathered, or previously painted fences

Creates a moisture barrier that can trap water BEHIND the film if it cracks

Peels and chips over time, requiring scraping and sanding before recoating

Recoat cycle in Ottawa: every 3–5 years

Stain penetrates into the wood fibres:

Semi-transparent shows wood grain; solid stain hides it while still penetrating

Best for newer wood and cedar fences

Doesn't peel — it fades gradually and wears away

Recoating is much simpler — light cleaning and reapply, no scraping needed

Recoat cycle in Ottawa: every 2–4 years for semi-transparent, every 3–5 years for solid stain

Why Ottawa's Climate Makes This Decision Important

Ottawa is one of the hardest environments in Canada for exterior wood finishes:

Freeze-thaw cycling (we get dozens of cycles per winter) pushes moisture into every crack and gap. When

water freezes behind a paint film, it expands and forces the paint off from underneath

200+ cm of annual snowfall means the bottom 2–3 feet of your fence sits in snow contact for months, creating

constant moisture exposure

Summer UV during Ottawa's long, sunny days (15+ hours of daylight in June/July) breaks down both paint and

stain, but stain fades more gracefully

-30°C winter lows to +35°C summer highs — that 65-degree temperature swing causes significant wood

expansion and contraction. Paint films crack under this stress; stain moves with the wood

For these reasons, most experienced Ottawa fence painters recommend semi-transparent or solid stain

over paint for new cedar fences. Paint makes more sense for older fences that have already been painted (you

can't easily switch from paint to stain without stripping).
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The 10-Year Cost Comparison

Here's where it gets interesting. Let's compare a 100 linear feet of fence over 10 years:

Solid Paint Path:

Initial paint job: $1,000

Year 4 repaint (includes scraping/prep): $1,200

Year 8 repaint (more prep needed as paint ages): $1,400

10-year total: ~$3,600

Semi-Transparent Stain Path:

Initial stain job: $700

Year 3 re-stain (light prep): $600

Year 6 re-stain: $600

Year 9 re-stain: $600

10-year total: ~$2,500

Stain costs more frequently but less per application because prep is simpler. Over a decade, staining typically

saves 25–35% compared to painting.

Prep Requirements in Both Cases

Regardless of finish choice, Ottawa fences need proper prep:

New wood: Let pressure-treated lumber weather for 3–6 months before finishing. Cedar can be stained

immediately with a penetrating product

Existing painted fence: Sand or scrape loose paint, prime bare spots, then topcoat

Existing stained fence: Power wash at low pressure (1,000–1,200 PSI), let dry 48 hours, then recoat

Mould or mildew (common on north-facing Ottawa fences): Treat with oxalic acid wood cleaner before any

finish

Best Timing

Fence finishing in Ottawa works best between mid-May and early October, with ideal conditions being

15–25°C, low humidity, no rain for 48 hours. Avoid painting or staining in direct hot sun — it causes the finish

to dry too fast and not penetrate properly.
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Ottawa Paint Contractors listed in the Ottawa Construction Network directory can help you decide between paint

and stain based on your fence's age, wood type, and current condition. Most offer both services and can give

you comparative quotes.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

JC Carpentry

613PAINTING INC

SIR Custom

ARTEXPRO Tile & Finishes

View all contractors ?
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Q31

How much does professional wallpaper installation cost per roll in Ottawa?

Wallpaper has made a serious comeback, and Ottawa painters who offer installation services are busier than ever

with accent walls, powder rooms, and full-room feature treatments. Here's what professional wallpaper installation

costs in the Ottawa market.

Wallpaper Installation Costs Per Roll

Professional wallpaper installation in Ottawa typically costs $35–$75 per single roll for labour alone, depending on

the wallpaper type and wall conditions. Some installers quote by the strip or square foot instead:

Per single roll (labour only): $35–$75

Per strip/drop: $15–$35

Per square foot: $2–$5

Minimum job charge: $250–$400 (most installers won't come out for less)

For context, a standard single roll covers approximately 28–30 square feet after waste allowance for pattern

matching.

Cost by Wallpaper Type

The type of wallpaper dramatically affects installation difficulty and therefore cost:

| Wallpaper Type | Install Cost/Roll | Material Cost/Roll | Notes | |---|---|---|---| | Pre-pasted vinyl | $35–$50 |

$25–$60 | Easiest to install, most forgiving | | Non-woven (paste-the-wall) | $40–$55 | $40–$100 | Popular

choice, medium difficulty | | Traditional paste-the-back | $45–$65 | $30–$80 | Requires booking time, more

labour | | Grasscloth/natural fibre | $55–$75 | $80–$200+ | Delicate, seams always visible | | Mural/custom

digital print | $50–$70 per panel | Varies widely | Alignment-critical, no margin for error | | Peel-and-stick |

$30–$45 | $30–$70 | Sounds easy but professional install still recommended |

Ottawa pricing runs 10–15% below GTA rates for installation labour.

Room-by-Room Estimates (Labour + Materials)

Here's what full wallpaper projects typically cost in Ottawa, combining professional installation with mid-range

wallpaper:

Accent wall (single wall, ~50 sq ft): $250–$600

Powder room: $400–$900
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Dining room: $800–$1,800

Full bedroom: $1,000–$2,200

Living room feature wall: $300–$700

Ceiling application (trending right now): $400–$1,000

Wall Prep — The Hidden Cost

Wall preparation is where unexpected costs creep in, and Ottawa homes have specific challenges:

Removing old wallpaper: $1.50–$3.50 per square foot. Older Ottawa homes (especially in the Glebe, Old

Ottawa South, and Westboro) often have multiple layers from decades of decorating. Removal of 2–3 layers

can push costs to $4–$6 per sq ft

Skim coating rough or damaged walls: $2–$4 per square foot. Essential for a smooth finish, especially after

old wallpaper removal

Primer/sizing: $50–$100 per room — always needed, non-negotiable for proper adhesion

Plaster repair in older homes: $100–$400 depending on damage extent

In heritage homes throughout Sandy Hill, Centretown, New Edinburgh, and Rockcliffe Park, plaster walls

can be crumbly or uneven. Skim coating before wallpapering is almost always required and adds $200–$500 to

a room.

Ottawa Climate Considerations

Believe it or not, Ottawa's climate affects wallpaper adhesion:

Winter dryness — Ottawa homes with forced-air heating can drop to 15–20% relative humidity in January and

February. Extremely dry conditions cause wallpaper paste to dry too fast, leading to poor adhesion and lifted

seams. Professional installers adjust their paste consistency and work speed accordingly

Summer humidity — July and August humidity can exceed 80%, which slows drying and can cause bubbling if

the room isn't properly ventilated during installation

Temperature swings — exterior walls in Ottawa homes experience significant temperature differentials.

Wallpaper on exterior walls needs high-quality adhesive to handle the moisture condensation that can occur

on cold walls in winter

For bathrooms and kitchens, use vinyl or vinyl-coated wallpaper exclusively. These rooms experience the

most moisture variation, and paper-based products will peel in Ottawa's humid summers.

DIY vs. Professional
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Wallpaper installation is one of those jobs where DIY savings are tempting but the risk is high:

Material waste: A novice typically wastes 20–30% more material than a pro, especially with large-repeat

patterns

Pattern matching: Complex patterns (damask, geometric, large florals) require precise alignment. One strip off

by 3mm and it's visible across the entire wall

Grasscloth and natural fibres: These are genuinely difficult to install. Adhesive on the face stains permanently,

seams must be perfect, and you can't reposition once placed

Cost of mistakes: Ruining $150+ worth of high-end wallpaper per roll makes professional installation the

cheaper option overall

For a simple peel-and-stick accent wall with a forgiving pattern, DIY is reasonable. For anything else,

professional installation pays for itself in reduced waste and better results.

Finding an Installer

Not every painter does wallpaper, and not every wallpaper installer is good at it. This is a specialty skill. Look for

Ottawa Paint Contractors who specifically list wallpaper installation in their services — the Ottawa Construction

Network directory can help you find professionals with the right experience. Ask to see photos of recent

wallpaper jobs, especially if you're working with a challenging material like grasscloth or a large-scale mural.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

JC Carpentry

Floor-2-Wall Inc

Grunt Work 4 Grunts

Dave’s Painting & Home Improvement

View all contractors ?

Q32

What is the cost to paint a small retail storefront interior in Ottawa?
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Painting a retail storefront interior is a bit different from residential work — there's the business disruption factor,

tighter timelines, and often specific finishes needed for durability. Here's what Ottawa small business owners can

expect.

Retail Storefront Interior Painting Costs

For a small retail space (800–1,500 sq ft), professional interior painting in Ottawa typically costs $2,000–$5,500

depending on ceiling height, wall conditions, and finishes. Here's the breakdown:

| Space Size | Basic Repaint | Full Prep + Premium | High-End/Specialty | |---|---|---|---| | Small (800–1,000 sq ft) |

$2,000–$3,000 | $3,000–$4,200 | $4,000–$5,500 | | Medium (1,000–1,500 sq ft) | $2,800–$4,200 | $4,000–$5,800 |

$5,500–$7,500 |

Per-square-foot rates for commercial retail typically run $2.50–$4.50 per sq ft of wall area (not floor area). Ottawa

pricing is 10–15% below GTA commercial rates, which is helpful for small business owners watching their

renovation budget.

What's Included in a Commercial Quote

A standard retail interior paint job should include:

Surface preparation — patching holes from old shelving, display fixtures, and signage; sanding; priming

damaged areas

Two coats of finish paint on walls

Ceiling paint (one or two coats depending on condition)

Trim, door frames, and baseboards — typically semi-gloss

Protection of flooring, fixtures, and any remaining inventory

Cleanup and disposal

Items that add cost:

Accent walls or feature colours: $200–$500 per wall depending on complexity

High ceilings (over 10 feet, common in Bank Street, Wellington West, and Byward Market retail): 15–25%

surcharge for scaffolding or extended ladder work

Exposed brick or concrete (common in older Ottawa commercial buildings): special primer and application

methods add $3–$5 per sq ft

Ceiling height over 14 feet (some Sparks Street and Elgin Street heritage retail): full scaffolding rental at

$300–$800
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Paint Selection for Retail Environments

Retail spaces take more abuse than homes. The right paint saves money long-term:

Walls: Eggshell or satin finish — wipeable, hides minor imperfections, professional appearance. Budget

$50–$75 per gallon for commercial-grade product

High-traffic areas (around entrance, checkout, fitting rooms): Semi-gloss or scuff-resistant formulas like

Sherwin-Williams ProMar 200 or Benjamin Moore Scuff-X at $55–$80 per gallon

Ceilings: Flat ceiling paint in bright white maximizes the effect of your lighting

Bathrooms/back rooms: Semi-gloss with mildew-resistant additive

For Ottawa retail, low-VOC or zero-VOC paint is strongly recommended. Your staff works in this space all

day, and customers shouldn't walk into chemical fumes. The Ontario Occupational Health and Safety Act

requires adequate ventilation during and after painting in workplaces — your painter should have a ventilation

plan.

Ontario Regulatory Requirements

Commercial painting in Ontario comes with a few compliance considerations:

WSIB coverage — your painter must carry active Workplace Safety and Insurance Board coverage. If an

uninsured worker is injured in your store, you could face liability

Ontario Building Code compliance — if painting involves any structural changes (opening walls, modifying

exits), permits may be required

Fire code — paint in commercial spaces should meet fire-spread ratings. Your painter should confirm their

product meets CAN/ULC-S102 requirements for flame spread

Heritage building restrictions — if your retail space is in a designated heritage building (common on Sussex

Drive, Sparks Street, parts of the Byward Market, and Elgin Street), exterior colours and sometimes interior

finishes visible from outside need heritage approval

Scheduling Around Business Operations

This is where commercial painting gets tricky and potentially more expensive:

After-hours painting (evenings and weekends): adds 15–30% to labour costs but keeps your store open during

the job

Overnight painting: adds 20–40% but zero business disruption
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During business hours with sections cordoned off: most cost-effective but requires a space that can be

partially closed

Full closure (2–5 days for most small retail): cheapest painting cost but lost revenue to factor in

Most Ottawa retail repaints can be completed in 2–4 days for a standard space, or 3–5 evenings for after-hours

work. Plan for 24–48 hours of ventilation before reopening — even with low-VOC paint, proper curing time

prevents fumes and ensures a hard, durable finish.

Timing Recommendations

For Ottawa retail, the best time to paint is during your slowest business period. Many Bank Street and

Rideau Street retailers schedule for January or February when foot traffic is lowest. If you're doing after-hours

or weekend work, timing matters less.

Avoid scheduling right before a major retail event (Winterlude, Canada Day, back-to-school) — you want the

paint fully cured and the space set up well before high-traffic periods.

Getting Quotes

When requesting commercial painting quotes, have these details ready: square footage, ceiling height, current

wall condition, colour choices (or at least number of colours), and your preferred schedule (daytime vs. after-

hours). Providing photos helps painters quote accurately without multiple site visits.

Ottawa Paint Contractors experienced in commercial retail work are listed in the Ottawa Construction Network

directory. Commercial painting requires different insurance coverage and often WSIB clearance, so make sure

any contractor you hire carries proper commercial liability.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

Above All Painting Inc.

Dave’s Painting & Home Improvement

Powell Painting

CONSTRUST BK INC

View all contractors ?
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Q33

How much does it cost to strip and repaint kitchen cabinets in an Ottawa home?

Kitchen cabinet painting has become one of the most popular home upgrades in Ottawa — and for good reason. A

professional cabinet repaint can transform a dated kitchen for a fraction of what a full renovation costs. But this is

detailed, labour-intensive work, and cutting corners shows fast.

Cabinet Painting Costs in Ottawa

For a standard Ottawa kitchen (20–30 cabinet doors and drawer fronts, plus frames), professional stripping and

repainting typically costs:

Paint over existing finish (clean, scuff sand, prime, two coats): $3,500–$5,500

Full strip and repaint (chemical strip or sand to bare wood, prime, two coats): $5,000–$8,000

High-end spray finish (off-site spray in a booth, factory-quality result): $6,500–$10,000+

Per-door pricing is another common way to quote:

Per door/drawer front: $75–$150 (paint over existing)

Per door/drawer front: $100–$200 (full strip and repaint)

Cabinet frames/boxes (the part that stays on the wall): $1,000–$2,500 depending on kitchen size

Ottawa pricing comes in about 10–15% below GTA cabinet painting rates, where the same kitchen might run

$6,000–$12,000.

Why Cabinet Painting Costs More Than Wall Painting

Cabinet painting is a completely different trade skill than wall painting. Here's what makes it so labour-intensive:

Every surface must be cleaned, degreased, and scuff-sanded — kitchen cabinets accumulate years of

cooking grease, especially above the stove

Primer is non-negotiable — a bonding primer like Stix, BIN shellac, or INSL-X Prime Lock is essential for

adhesion. Regular wall primer will fail on cabinets within months

Two coats of high-quality cabinet paint — products like Benjamin Moore Advance, Sherwin-Williams Emerald

Urethane, or breakthrough enamel formulas cost $60–$90 per gallon and are specifically formulated for

cabinets

Doors and drawers must be removed, labelled, painted separately, and reinstalled — this is the bulk of the

labour
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Hardware removal and reinstallation — hinges, pulls, and catches all need to come off

Dry time between coats — proper cabinet paint needs 16–24 hours between coats for a hard, durable finish.

Rushing this step leads to sticking, peeling, and fingerprint marks

The Stripping Question

Not every cabinet repaint requires full stripping. Here's when you need it:

Full strip needed:

Existing finish is peeling, flaking, or chipping

Multiple layers of old paint (common in older Glebe, Sandy Hill, and Westboro homes)

Heavy grease buildup that sanding alone can't address

Oil-based or lacquer finish that's breaking down

You want a glass-smooth factory finish

Scuff-sand and paint over:

Existing finish is in good condition but dated colour

Factory-finished thermofoil or laminate cabinets (these need special adhesion primers like Zinsser BIN)

Stained wood cabinets in good condition where you want to go to a painted look

Full chemical stripping adds $1,500–$3,000 to the project but gives the best foundation for a lasting finish.

On-Site vs. Off-Site Spray

The finish method makes a big difference in both cost and result:

On-site brush and roll:

Lowest cost: included in the base prices above

Slight texture visible (orange peel), especially with latex-based cabinet paint

Perfectly acceptable for most kitchens

Minimal disruption — 3–5 days typical

On-site spray:

Moderate premium: adds $500–$1,500

Smoother finish than brush, but overspray protection is critical

Your kitchen (and adjacent rooms) need thorough masking

4–6 days typical
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Off-site spray booth:

Highest cost: adds $1,500–$3,000+

Factory-quality finish — virtually indistinguishable from new cabinets

Doors removed and transported to a spray facility, sprayed in controlled conditions, cured, and returned

5–10 days without your cabinet doors (plan for it)

Best option if you want an absolutely flawless result

Ottawa-Specific Considerations

Humidity matters for curing: Ottawa's humid summers (June–August) slow the curing of cabinet paint. In

winter, dry indoor air can cause too-fast drying. The best results happen in spring or fall when indoor humidity

is moderate

Older Ottawa homes often have solid wood cabinets worth saving — stripping and repainting century-old

cabinetry in heritage homes is both cost-effective and preserves character

Kitchen ventilation during painting: the Ontario Building Code and workplace safety standards require

adequate ventilation when using solvent-based primers. Your painter should set up fan extraction, especially in

smaller Ottawa galley kitchens

Durability Expectations

A properly prepped and painted cabinet finish should last 8–12 years in a normal-use kitchen. The most

vulnerable areas are around handles (finger oil breaks down paint over time) and near the stove (heat and

grease). Quality hardware pull placement helps — bar pulls distribute force better than knobs and reduce paint

wear.

Red Flags to Watch For

Be cautious of cabinet painting quotes under $2,500 for a full kitchen. At that price point, corners are being cut

— likely no stripping, minimal sanding, cheap primer, and single-coat application. The result will look good for 6

months and then start chipping at every edge.

Find Ottawa Paint Contractors who specialize in cabinet refinishing through the Ottawa Construction Network

directory. This is a specialized skill — ask specifically about their cabinet painting process, primer choice, and

how many coats they apply before committing.

---
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

JC Carpentry

Jaiko Cleaning Services

Oliver Painting Inc

ALTIOR CONSTRUCTION

View all contractors ?
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Q34

What should I pay for exterior brick painting on a Barrhaven townhouse?

Brick painting has become increasingly popular in Barrhaven, where rows of 1990s–2010s townhouses with dated

red, brown, or yellow brick are getting dramatic makeovers with painted exteriors. It's a high-impact upgrade — but

it's also a one-way decision, so understanding the costs and implications is important.

Barrhaven Townhouse Brick Painting Costs

For a typical Barrhaven townhouse (1,400–2,000 sq ft, two or three storeys, one exposed front and possibly one

side wall), exterior brick painting typically costs:

Standard brick paint (clean, prime, two coats masonry paint): $3,000–$5,500

Premium mineral/lime-based paint (Romabio or similar breathable product): $4,500–$7,500

Limewash finish (natural, chalky, European look): $3,500–$6,000

Per-square-foot rates for Ottawa brick painting run $4–$8 per sq ft of brick surface area. This is 10–15% below

what GTA painters charge for the same work.

For context, Barrhaven townhouses typically have 400–800 sq ft of exposed brick (front facade plus any

visible side), since rear and shared walls don't need treatment.

Why Brick Painting Costs More Than Regular Exterior Painting

Brick is a porous, textured masonry surface that requires specific treatment:

Power washing to remove dirt, efflorescence (that white salt deposit), moss, and mildew — critical first step

Efflorescence treatment — Barrhaven townhouses, especially those built in the late 1990s and early 2000s,

commonly show efflorescence on north-facing walls. This must be chemically treated and fully removed before

priming, or it will push through the paint

Masonry primer — standard wall primer won't adhere to brick. Products like Sherwin-Williams Loxon Primer

or Benjamin Moore Fresh Start Masonry Primer are specifically formulated for brick's alkaline surface

Mortar joint coverage — the deep texture of mortar joints requires more paint and more application time. Some

painters quote mortar joints separately

Two full coats minimum — brick's porosity absorbs the first coat heavily, so two coats are non-negotiable for

even colour and proper protection

The Big Decision: Paint Type Matters Enormously
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This is where your choice has permanent consequences for the brick:

Acrylic masonry paint (most common):

Creates a solid, opaque film on the brick surface

Locks moisture behind the paint if not properly formulated for breathability

Lasts 10–15 years before recoating needed

Once applied, the brick must be repainted forever — you can't go back to bare brick without aggressive

sandblasting (which damages the brick face)

Cost: $50–$70 per gallon

Mineral/silicate paint (e.g., Romabio Masonry Flat):

Chemically bonds with the brick's mineral content

Fully breathable — allows moisture to pass through

Won't peel or flake — it wears away gradually over 20–25 years

More forgiving of Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles because trapped moisture can escape

Cost: $80–$120 per gallon

Limewash (e.g., Romabio Classico):

Traditional lime-based coating that soaks into the brick

Creates a soft, matte, slightly uneven finish (European farmhouse aesthetic)

Fully breathable and removable

Needs reapplication every 5–7 years but layers build beautifully

Cost: $60–$90 per gallon

For Ottawa's climate, breathable products are strongly recommended. Here's why: Ottawa brick endures

extreme freeze-thaw cycling from -30°C to +35°C, with moisture constantly entering through mortar joints and

micro-cracks. Non-breathable paint traps that moisture, which then freezes and expands behind the paint film

, causing spalling (flaking of the brick face), blistering, and premature paint failure.

Barrhaven-Specific Considerations

HOA/condo rules: Many Barrhaven townhouse complexes have homeowners' associations or condo

boards with exterior appearance guidelines. Before painting brick, check your HOA covenants — some

restrict colours, some prohibit brick painting entirely, and some require board approval for any exterior changes
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Adjoining walls: In a row townhouse, your painted facade will contrast with unpainted neighbours. Consider

how the transition looks at the property line — some painters can create a clean demarcation at the mortar joint

line

South-facing facades: Barrhaven's grid layout means many townhouses face due south. South-facing brick

gets the most UV exposure and the biggest temperature swings. Use UV-resistant formulations and expect

faster fading on dark colours

Foundation below grade: Don't paint brick below the snow line or within 6 inches of grade — constant

moisture contact will cause any paint to fail. Focus painting from the first course above grade upward

Timing

Brick painting needs:

Minimum 10°C air and surface temperature

Dry conditions for 24–48 hours before and after application

No direct hot sun during application (causes too-fast drying and poor penetration)

The ideal window in Ottawa is May–June and September–October. Mid-summer works but early morning

application on south-facing walls is best to avoid direct afternoon sun.

Finding the Right Contractor

Brick painting is a masonry specialty, not a standard house painting job. The wrong primer, wrong product, or

insufficient prep creates problems that are expensive to fix and can damage your brick permanently.

Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory and look specifically for

painters with masonry and brick painting experience. Ask about their product choice (breathable vs. film-

forming) and request examples of brick painting projects that have been in place for at least 3–4 Ottawa winters.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

JC Carpentry

Oliver Painting Inc

L.L. Renovation

BR Wood Finishing
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Q35

How much does staircase and railing painting cost in a typical Ottawa home?

Staircase and railing painting is one of those deceptively complex jobs. It looks simple — it's just paint on wood,

right? But stairs involve multiple surface types, awkward angles, high-wear areas, and serious prep. Here's what it

actually costs in Ottawa.

Staircase Painting Costs in Ottawa

For a standard two-storey Ottawa home with one main staircase (12–15 steps, one landing, railing with

balusters), professional painting typically costs:

Railing, balusters, and newel posts only: $600–$1,200

Stair treads and risers only: $500–$1,000

Full staircase (treads, risers, stringers, railing, balusters, newel posts): $1,200–$2,500

Full staircase + landing and upstairs hallway railing continuation: $1,800–$3,500

Per-step pricing is common for staircase work:

Per step (tread + riser, painted): $40–$80

Per baluster (spindle): $8–$20 depending on style

Newel post: $50–$120 each

Handrail: $10–$18 per linear foot

Ottawa pricing runs 10–15% below GTA rates, where the same staircase job might cost $1,500–$4,000.

Why Staircases Cost More Per Square Foot

Compared to painting walls, staircase work is 3–5 times more labour-intensive per square foot. Here's why:

Balusters are the time killer — each one needs to be individually sanded, primed, and painted on all four

sides. A staircase with 40–60 balusters takes hours just for the spindles alone

Multiple surface types in one project — treads (horizontal, high-wear), risers (vertical), stringers (angled),

handrails (curved), balusters (round or square), and newel posts (ornate) all need different approaches
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Tight angles and awkward access — getting a brush into the junction where balusters meet the handrail and

where they meet the stringer requires patience and precision

Masking complexity — protecting finished floors at top and bottom, walls along the staircase, and carpet if

applicable

Prep Work — The Biggest Variable

The condition of your existing staircase finish determines how much prep is needed:

Previously painted (good condition):

Light sand, clean, prime spots, two coats

Minimal extra cost — included in base pricing

Previously painted (peeling or chipping):

Full sand or chemical strip of loose paint

Spot prime bare areas with bonding primer

Adds $300–$800 depending on severity

Stained/varnished (converting to paint):

Full deglossing — either chemical deglosser or thorough sanding

Bonding primer is mandatory (Zinsser BIN shellac-based is the gold standard for this)

Adds $400–$1,000 for proper prep

Dark stain to light paint:

The hardest conversion — dark stain bleeds through light paint even with primer

May need two coats of shellac-based primer before paint

Adds $500–$1,200

Many older Ottawa homes in the Glebe, Old Ottawa South, Centretown, and Alta Vista have original stained

oak or maple staircases. Converting these to a painted look is popular but labour-intensive.

Tread Finish Options

Stair treads take more abuse than any other painted surface in your home. The finish choice here matters

enormously:

Porch and floor paint (traditional, single-colour): $45–$65 per gallon, durable but plain. Products like

Benjamin Moore Floor & Patio or Sherwin-Williams Porch & Floor Enamel
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Painted treads with polyurethane topcoat: Adds $200–$400 for the clear coat but significantly extends wear

life

Painted risers + stained/polyurethane treads (the classic two-tone look): This is the most popular choice in

Ottawa right now. Adds $300–$600 for the staining component but looks fantastic and wears better than fully

painted treads

Runner carpet with painted sides: If you're adding a runner, you only need to paint 3–4 inches on each side

of the treads, which reduces cost by about 20–30%

The Anti-Slip Factor

This is a safety issue that the Ontario Building Code takes seriously. Painted stair treads can be slippery,

especially in socks. Options to address this:

Anti-slip additive mixed into the final coat of paint: $15–$30 for the product (minimal cost, worth it)

Anti-slip clear coat over painted treads: $100–$200

Carpet runner (installed after painting): $300–$800 for a decent quality runner with rods

In Ottawa homes with kids or elderly residents, anti-slip treatment on painted treads is strongly

recommended. The OBC requires stair treads to provide a reasonable level of slip resistance, and a smooth

gloss paint on a hardwood tread does not meet that standard.

Timeline and Logistics

Staircase painting creates a major access problem — you can't use the stairs while they're being painted and

drying. A typical approach:

Day 1: Prep work (sanding, patching, priming)

Day 2: First coat on all components

Day 3: Second coat, touch-ups

Day 4: Dry and cure (light foot traffic possible)

Some painters offer an alternating-step approach — painting every other tread so you can still use the stairs

(carefully) during the project. This adds 1–2 extra days to the timeline but keeps your home functional.

For multi-storey Ottawa homes with two or three staircases (basement, main, upper), budget for the full scope

upfront — painters can offer 10–15% discounts on multiple staircases done in one visit.

Getting the Best Result
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The difference between a mediocre staircase paint job and a great one comes down to prep and product choice.

Ask any contractor about their specific approach to baluster prep and what primer they use for conversion from

stain to paint.

Ottawa Paint Contractors with staircase refinishing experience are listed in the Ottawa Construction Network

directory. This is detailed trim work that requires patience — look for painters who list trim, millwork, or staircase

refinishing as a specific service.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

Grunt Work 4 Grunts

Tanner Irwin-Robertson

Whole Home Beauty (WHB)

View all contractors ?

Q36

What is the price range for painting a large open-concept living area in Ottawa?

Open-concept living areas are the norm in Ottawa homes built from the mid-1990s onward, and they're the most

common result of wall-removal renovations in older homes across Westboro, the Glebe, and Alta Vista. Painting

these spaces comes with unique pricing factors because of their size and layout complexity.

Open-Concept Living Area Painting Costs

For a large open-concept space (combined living, dining, and kitchen area — typically 500–900 sq ft of floor

space), professional painting in Ottawa runs:

Walls only, single colour: $1,500–$3,000

Walls and ceiling, single colour: $2,000–$4,000

Walls, ceiling, and all trim/baseboards: $2,800–$5,200

Multiple colours/accent walls: $2,500–$4,800 (walls only)
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Full treatment with accent walls, ceiling, trim, and doors: $3,500–$6,500

Ottawa rates are 10–15% below GTA pricing, where the same open-concept repaint might cost

$3,500–$7,500.

Why Open-Concept Costs Differ From Room-by-Room

Open-concept spaces create specific pricing dynamics — some save money, some add cost:

Cost advantages:

Fewer cut-in lines — with no doorways separating rooms, there are fewer wall-to-wall transitions requiring

precision cutting

Faster rolling — long uninterrupted wall runs allow roller coverage to go much quicker

Consistent colour is simpler to apply than multiple room colours

Cost increases:

Cathedral or vaulted ceilings — very common in Barrhaven, Stittsville, and newer Kanata homes. Anything

above 10 feet requires extension poles, ladder scaffolding, or even sectional scaffolding for ceilings above 14

feet. This can add $500–$1,500 to the job

Large unbroken wall surfaces show every imperfection — seams, patches, roller marks, and lap lines are

visible across the entire space. Painters must work quickly and consistently, often requiring two painters

working simultaneously on large walls to maintain wet edges

Kitchen section within the open concept needs extra prep — degreasing around cooking areas, taping off

countertops and backsplashes, protecting appliances

Feature walls and colour transitions — in an open-concept space, transitioning from one colour to another

without a natural break (like a doorway or corner) requires precise masking and cutting, which adds time

Ceiling Considerations — The Big Cost Variable

Ceiling height is the single biggest cost variable in open-concept painting:

| Ceiling Height | Additional Cost | Notes | |---|---|---| | Standard 8 ft | Base price | Standard equipment | | 9 ft | +

5–10% | Extended poles, taller ladders | | 10–12 ft | +15–25% | Step scaffolding needed | | 12–14 ft (vaulted) |

+25–40% | Full scaffolding or baker scaffold | | 14–18 ft (cathedral) | +40–60% | Sectional scaffolding required,

significant setup time | | Two-storey foyer/great room | +$800–$2,000 | Full scaffold build, safety equipment |

Many 1990s and 2000s Ottawa homes in Barrhaven (Longfields, Half Moon Bay), Kanata (Bridlewood,

Morgan's Grant), and Stittsville feature two-storey great rooms or foyer ceilings reaching 16–18 feet. These
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are specialty jobs that require proper scaffolding — a painter on a 20-foot extension ladder in a living room is

both dangerous and unlikely to produce quality work.

Paint Selection for Open-Concept Spaces

The right paint matters more in open-concept spaces because every wall is visible from multiple angles:

Walls: Eggshell or satin finish is the standard recommendation. Eggshell hides imperfections better while still

being washable. Satin is slightly more durable and reflective

Budget paint ($30–$45/gallon): Adequate for rental properties or temporary colour changes. Brands like CIL,

Para, or store brands

Mid-range paint ($50–$70/gallon): Best value for most homeowners. Benjamin Moore Regal Select, Sherwin-

Williams SuperPaint, Dulux Diamond

Premium paint ($70–$90/gallon): Superior coverage, often one-coat capable on similar colours, best

washability. Benjamin Moore Aura, Sherwin-Williams Emerald, Farrow & Ball

For a large open-concept space, material costs typically run $300–$700 for walls alone (8–15 gallons

depending on size and colour change).

Colour Strategy for Open Concept

Choosing colours for an open-concept space is more complex than for individual rooms:

Single colour throughout is the simplest and most cost-effective approach. It creates visual flow and makes

the space feel larger. This is the most popular choice in Ottawa right now, with warm whites and soft greys

dominating

Accent walls break up large spaces and add character. In an open concept, one or two accent walls

maximum — more than that creates visual chaos. Popular locations: the wall behind the TV/fireplace, the wall

flanking the dining area, or a partial wall/knee wall

Colour zoning — using different (but complementary) colours to define the living area vs. dining area vs.

kitchen within the open plan. This requires careful planning at transition points and adds $200–$500 to the

painting cost

Ottawa Climate Impact on Interior Paint

Ottawa's extreme humidity swings affect interior paint performance:
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Winter: Forced-air heating drops indoor humidity to 15–25%. Walls contract slightly, and any poorly taped

drywall seams can crack. Using a flexible, high-quality paint minimizes visible cracking

Summer: Humidity can reach 70–80% indoors without AC. Paint takes longer to cure, and latex paint can

remain tacky in very humid conditions. Professional painters schedule interior work to account for this — good

ventilation and AC during summer painting is essential

North-facing walls in Ottawa open-concept spaces tend to feel cool and shadowy. Warmer paint tones (cream,

warm grey, greige) compensate for the lack of direct sunlight, while south-facing walls handle cooler tones well

Timeline

A large open-concept space typically takes 2–4 days for a professional crew of two:

Day 1: Prep, patching, priming, ceiling first coat

Day 2: Ceiling second coat (if needed), wall first coat

Day 3: Wall second coat, trim work

Day 4: Touch-ups, cleanup, trim second coat

For homes with cathedral ceilings requiring scaffolding, add an extra day for setup and takedown.

Furniture and Logistics

Open-concept painting means everything in the living and dining areas needs protection or temporary

relocation. Most painters will move furniture to the centre and cover it, but clearing breakables, art, and

electronics yourself saves time and keeps costs down. If the painter's crew needs to handle a full furniture move,

expect an additional $100–$300 in labour.

Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters experienced with

large interior spaces. When requesting quotes, include your ceiling height and approximate square footage

— these two details let painters give you a much more accurate estimate upfront.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

RenoMotion Inc.

ALM Construction & Landscaping Inc.

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



Grunt Work 4 Grunts

ARTEXPRO Tile & Finishes

View all contractors ?
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Q37

How much does it cost to have popcorn ceiling removed and repainted in
Ottawa?

Popcorn ceiling removal and repainting is one of the most transformative upgrades you can do in an Ottawa home,

and the pricing is more accessible than most homeowners expect. Let me walk you through what this project

actually costs in our market.

Popcorn Ceiling Removal Costs in Ottawa

For a standard bedroom-sized ceiling (120-150 sq ft), expect to pay $450-$750 for removal and repainting

combined. A full main floor covering 800-1,200 sq ft typically runs $2,800-$5,500, depending on the condition of

the substrate underneath and the number of rooms involved.

Here is how Ottawa pricing breaks down per square foot:

Scraping and removal only: $1.50-$3.00/sq ft

Skim coating after removal: $1.00-$2.00/sq ft additional

Priming and two coats of ceiling paint: $1.50-$2.50/sq ft

Total all-in: $4.00-$7.50/sq ft

These rates run about 10-15% below what you would see in the GTA, where the same work often starts at

$5.00/sq ft and climbs from there.

Critical Asbestos Testing Requirement

If your Ottawa home was built before 1990, you absolutely must have the texture tested for asbestos before

anyone touches it. Ontario regulations under the Occupational Health and Safety Act require professional

abatement if asbestos is present. Testing runs $50-$150 through a certified lab. If asbestos is found, abatement

costs jump to $8-$15/sq ft and must be handled by a licensed removal contractor, not your painter.

Homes in established Ottawa neighbourhoods like Alta Vista, Westboro, and the Glebe frequently have

asbestos-containing texture from the 1960s-1980s building boom. Do not skip this step.

What Affects the Final Price

Substrate condition is the biggest variable. Some popcorn texture scrapes off cleanly, revealing smooth

drywall underneath. Others hide damaged joints, water stains, or multiple layers of paint that make the texture

stubbornly adhesive. When the underlying drywall needs significant repair, your painter will need to skim coat

the entire surface before painting, which adds $1.00-$2.00/sq ft.
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Room height matters too. Standard 8-foot ceilings are straightforward, but many Ottawa split-levels and two-

storey foyers have ceilings at 10-16 feet, requiring scaffolding rather than ladders. Add $200-$500 per room for

scaffolding setup.

Paint quality for ceilings should not be overlooked. A flat or ultra-flat ceiling paint like Benjamin Moore

Waterborne Ceiling Paint runs about $45-$55/gallon and hides imperfections beautifully. Cheaper alternatives

at $25-$30/gallon often require extra coats and show every flaw.

The Process Your Painter Should Follow

A proper popcorn removal job in Ottawa involves furniture protection (plastic sheeting over everything), floor

covering with drop cloths, misting the texture to soften it, scraping with wide drywall knives, sanding and

skim coating any rough areas, priming with a stain-blocking primer (critical if there were ever water stains),

and finally two coats of ceiling paint.

The whole process takes 1-2 days per room depending on size and condition. A full main floor typically takes 3-

5 days.

Should You Encapsulate Instead?

If the texture is in decent shape and you just want a cleaner look, some Ottawa painters offer encapsulation,

which involves rolling a thick coat of paint directly over the popcorn without removal. This costs about 40-50%

less than full removal but leaves the bumpy texture intact. It is really only worth considering if the texture is

uniform and undamaged.

For quotes specific to your home, reach out to painters listed on the Ottawa Construction Network directory

through Ottawa Paint Contractors. Getting two to three estimates lets you compare approaches since some

painters may recommend skim coating that others do not, and understanding why helps you make the right call

for your ceiling.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

RenoMotion Inc.

Tanner Irwin-Robertson

Prochampion
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Denys Builds Designs Renovations

View all contractors ?

Q38

What should I budget for painting the entire exterior of a bungalow in Kanata?

Painting a bungalow exterior in Kanata is a solid investment, especially given how Ottawa's climate punishes

neglected siding. Here is a realistic budget breakdown based on current Ottawa-area pricing.

Exterior Bungalow Painting Costs in Kanata

For a typical Kanata bungalow (1,000-1,400 sq ft footprint, single storey), budget $4,500-$8,000 for a complete

exterior repaint including all prep work. Larger bungalows pushing 1,800+ sq ft or those with walkout basements

exposing extra foundation walls can reach $9,000-$11,000.

Here is how the pricing typically breaks down:

Power washing and prep: $500-$1,000

Scraping, sanding, and priming bare spots: $800-$2,000

Caulking windows, doors, and trim: $300-$600

Two coats on siding (body colour): $2,000-$3,500

Trim, soffits, fascia, and gutters: $800-$1,800

Front door and garage door: $200-$500

Kanata pricing tends to sit right at or slightly below Ottawa core rates, and about 10-15% below

comparable GTA work where exterior bungalow repaints routinely start above $6,000.

Ottawa Climate Demands Premium Prep and Paint

This is where cutting corners costs you dearly. Ottawa's temperature swings from -30C in January to +35C in

July create extreme expansion and contraction cycles that crack cheap paint within two to three seasons. Add

200+ cm of annual snowfall driving moisture against your siding, and product selection becomes critical.

Your painter should be using a 100% acrylic latex exterior paint rated for Canadian climates. Benjamin

Moore Aura Exterior ($75-$85/gallon) or Sherwin-Williams Duration ($70-$80/gallon) are the standard

professional choices in Ottawa. These products offer 15-20 year durability when properly applied. Budget

paints at $35-$45/gallon might save $200-$400 upfront but often need repainting in 5-7 years.
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Kanata-Specific Considerations

Many Kanata bungalows in Beaverbrook, Hazeldean, and Katimavik were built in the 1970s-1990s with

wood, Masonite, or early vinyl siding. Each material requires different prep:

Wood lap siding: The most labour-intensive. Needs thorough scraping, spot priming with an alkyd primer, and

caulking every joint. Budget toward the higher end.

Masonite/hardboard: Check for swelling or delamination at the bottom edges, a common problem in Ottawa's

wet spring seasons. Damaged sections should be replaced before painting, adding $15-$30 per board.

Aluminum siding: Requires deglossing or bonding primer. Usually falls at the lower end of the range.

Brick and siding combo: If your bungalow has a brick front with siding on the sides and back, you only paint

the siding portions, which can reduce costs by 20-30%.

Timing Your Exterior Paint Job

In Ottawa, the exterior painting season runs from mid-May through mid-October. The sweet spot is June

through September when overnight temperatures reliably stay above 10C, which is the minimum curing

temperature for quality latex paints. Kanata, sitting slightly west of the urban core, can see frost a week earlier

in fall than downtown Ottawa, so do not push into late October.

Book your exterior painter by March or April for summer availability. Ottawa's compressed painting season

means the best crews fill up fast.

What to Watch For in Your Estimate

A professional estimate should specify the number of coats (always two for body colour), the exact paint

products and sheens, what prep work is included, and whether trim and accent colours are part of the

price or extra. Make sure the quote includes caulking, which is not cosmetic in Ottawa. Failed caulking around

windows lets moisture behind your siding, leading to rot and mould.

Professional painters listed through Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory

can provide detailed written estimates that break out each component. Getting three quotes helps you

understand the range for your specific bungalow.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting
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RenoMotion Inc.

Nic’s D.U.C.T Works Inc

All Pro Painters

613PAINTING INC

View all contractors ?

Q39

How much does a bathroom repaint cost in Ottawa with moisture-resistant
paint?

Bathroom repaints in Ottawa require a bit more thought than a standard bedroom refresh because moisture

management is everything in this room. Here is what to budget and why the paint selection matters so much.

Bathroom Repaint Pricing in Ottawa

For a standard full bathroom (roughly 40-60 sq ft of wall space), expect to pay $400-$700 for a professional

repaint using quality moisture-resistant paint. A powder room or half bath runs $250-$400, while a large primary

ensuite with separate tub and shower areas can reach $700-$1,100.

Here is the per-square-foot breakdown:

Prep work (cleaning, light sanding, patching): $1.50-$2.50/sq ft

Primer (moisture-blocking): $1.00-$1.50/sq ft

Two coats of moisture-resistant paint: $3.00-$5.00/sq ft

Ceiling (if included): Add $150-$300

Total range: $5.50-$9.00/sq ft of paintable surface

Ottawa rates run about 10-15% below GTA bathroom repaint pricing, where the same scope commonly starts

at $500 for a standard bath.

Why Moisture-Resistant Paint Is Non-Negotiable

Ottawa homes deal with a unique moisture challenge. During winter, indoor humidity from cooking, showering,

and even breathing hits bathroom walls that are backed by exterior walls at -25C to -30C. That temperature

differential creates condensation points that standard flat or eggshell paints cannot handle. Within a year or

two, you will see peeling, bubbling, and mildew growth.
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Moisture-resistant paints are formulated with antimicrobial additives and tighter resin structures that resist

water vapour penetration. The professional-grade options Ottawa painters typically use include:

Benjamin Moore Aura Bath & Spa ($70-$80/gallon): The gold standard. Built-in mildew resistance, excellent

colour retention, available in matte through semi-gloss.

Sherwin-Williams Emerald Interior ($75-$85/gallon): Exceptional moisture resistance with a self-priming

formula.

Benjamin Moore Scuff-X ($55-$65/gallon): Good mid-range option with moisture resistance built in.

The paint alone for a standard bathroom uses 1-2 gallons, so the product cost difference between premium and

budget moisture-resistant paint is only $30-$60. That small premium buys you years of durability.

Sheen Selection for Ottawa Bathrooms

Sheen matters more in bathrooms than anywhere else in your home. Here is what works:

Semi-gloss: The traditional bathroom choice. Easiest to clean, most moisture-resistant, but shows every wall

imperfection. Best for newer homes with smooth drywall.

Satin: The most popular choice in Ottawa right now. Good moisture resistance with a softer look that hides

minor imperfections. Works well in most bathrooms.

Matte (with moisture resistance): Only viable with premium products like Aura Bath & Spa that are specifically

engineered for wet environments. Beautiful look but less forgiving of direct water contact.

Prep Work Your Painter Should Do

Proper bathroom prep in Ottawa includes cleaning all surfaces with a mildew-killing solution (TSP or a

commercial degreaser), sanding any glossy existing paint for adhesion, patching any nail holes or drywall

damage, and applying a moisture-blocking primer like Zinsser 123 or Kilz Kitchen & Bath on bare patches.

If your bathroom has existing mould or mildew staining, the painter needs to kill it with a bleach solution or

commercial mould remover before priming. Painting over active mould is a waste of money since it will bleed

through within months.

Ventilation Matters More Than Paint

Even the best moisture-resistant paint will fail if your bathroom has inadequate ventilation. The Ontario

Building Code requires bathroom exhaust fans to move a minimum of 50 CFM. If your fan is weak, noisy, or

non-existent, address that before or alongside your repaint. Many Ottawa painters can recommend HVAC

professionals through the Ottawa Construction Network directory for fan upgrades.
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For bathroom repaint quotes from experienced Ottawa painters, browse Ottawa Paint Contractors on the OCN

directory to find professionals who understand moisture-specific applications and Ottawa's demanding climate

conditions.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

Above All Painting Inc.

Home Front Services

Regimbal

CONSTRUST BK INC

View all contractors ?
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Q40

What is the cost to paint a rental property between tenants in Ottawa?

Painting a rental between tenants is one of the smartest investments an Ottawa landlord can make. A fresh, clean

paint job directly affects how fast you fill a vacancy and what rent you can command. Here is what this work costs

and how to approach it strategically.

Rental Property Repaint Costs in Ottawa

For a standard 2-bedroom apartment or condo (800-1,000 sq ft), budget $1,800-$3,200 for a full interior repaint.

A 3-bedroom townhouse (1,200-1,600 sq ft) runs $2,800-$4,500, and a single-family rental home can reach

$4,000-$7,000 depending on size and condition.

Here is the typical per-room breakdown in Ottawa:

Bedrooms: $300-$500 each

Living room/dining room: $400-$700

Kitchen: $350-$600

Bathroom: $250-$450

Hallways and closets: $200-$400

Baseboards, trim, and doors (if needed): $500-$1,500 additional

Ottawa rental repaint rates sit 10-15% below GTA pricing, which is meaningful when you are managing

multiple units or a tight turnover budget.

Speed Matters: Turnover Timelines

Every day your rental sits empty costs you money. In Ottawa, the average vacancy cost for a 2-bedroom

apartment runs $50-$70/day based on current market rents. A painting crew that takes four days instead of two

just cost you an extra $100-$140 in lost rent on top of the paint job.

Professional Ottawa painters who specialize in rental turnovers can typically complete a 2-bedroom unit in 1-2

days and a 3-bedroom townhouse in 2-3 days. This speed comes from using sprayers for empty units (no

furniture to mask around) combined with efficient roller work for cutting in.

Smart Paint Selection for Rentals

The goal with rental paint is durability and easy touch-up, not premium designer finishes. Here is what

experienced Ottawa landlords and their painters choose:
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Walls: A satin or eggshell finish in a neutral tone. Benjamin Moore Regal Select ($55-$65/gallon) or

Sherwin-Williams ProMar 200 ($35-$45/gallon) offer excellent durability and scrubbability at a reasonable price

point.

Trim and doors: Semi-gloss white for easy cleaning and a crisp look.

Colour: Stick with neutral whites, light greys, or soft greiges. Benjamin Moore OC-17 White Dove or HC-

172 Revere Pewter are perennial Ottawa rental favourites that photograph well for listings and appeal to the

broadest range of tenants.

Ceilings: Flat white ceiling paint. Do not skip ceilings if they show smoke stains, water marks, or yellowing.

What Condition Drives the Price Up

Tenant damage is the wild card. A unit where tenants maintained the walls reasonably might only need two

coats over existing paint with minimal patching. A unit with nail holes every six inches, scrubbed-raw

patches, crayon artwork, nicotine staining, or pet damage requires significantly more prep.

Smoke and nicotine staining is particularly expensive to address. The walls need a shellac-based primer like

Zinsser B-I-N ($45-$55/gallon) before any paint goes on, adding $1.50-$3.00/sq ft to the prep cost. A heavily

smoked 2-bedroom unit can push total repaint costs to $3,500-$5,000.

Under Ontario's Residential Tenancies Act, landlords can claim legitimate damage beyond normal wear and

tear through the Landlord and Tenant Board. Document the condition with photos before your painter starts.

Bulk and Repeat Pricing

If you manage multiple rental units in Ottawa, ask your painter about volume pricing. Many Ottawa painting

contractors offer 10-20% discounts for landlords who commit to multiple units per year or provide ongoing

turnover work. Some will hold preferred pricing for landlords who give them first call on every vacancy.

Tax Considerations

Rental property painting is a fully deductible expense against your rental income for tax purposes. Keep your

invoices organized. If the repaint is part of a larger renovation that substantially improves the property beyond its

original condition, your accountant may classify it as a capital improvement instead, which is depreciated over

time.

For Ottawa painters experienced with rental turnovers, check the Ottawa Paint Contractors listings on the

Ottawa Construction Network directory. Painters who regularly do rental work understand the urgency of tight

timelines and can often accommodate short-notice bookings between tenants.
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---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

Above All Painting Inc.

ARTEXPRO Tile & Finishes

Dave’s Painting & Home Improvement

Prochampion

View all contractors ?

Q41

How much do Ottawa painters charge for epoxy garage floor coating?

Epoxy garage floor coating has become increasingly popular in Ottawa, and for good reason. Our freeze-thaw

cycles, road salt, and moisture make garage floors take a serious beating. Here is what professional application

actually costs versus the DIY kits you see at hardware stores.

Professional Epoxy Garage Floor Costs in Ottawa

For a standard 2-car garage (roughly 400-500 sq ft), professional epoxy floor coating runs $2,500-$5,000 in

Ottawa. A single-car garage (200-250 sq ft) costs $1,200-$2,500, and an oversized or 3-car garage can reach

$5,000-$8,000.

Per square foot, here is how it breaks down:

Basic solid-colour epoxy (2-coat system): $5.00-$7.00/sq ft

Decorative flake/chip epoxy (the most popular choice): $6.00-$9.00/sq ft

Metallic epoxy (premium swirl finish): $8.00-$12.00/sq ft

Polyaspartic/polyurea hybrid (1-day cure): $7.00-$11.00/sq ft

Ottawa pricing runs 10-15% below GTA rates, where professional garage floor coatings for a 2-car garage

frequently start above $3,500.

Why Ottawa Garages Need Professional-Grade Epoxy
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This is one project where the product and prep quality make an enormous difference, and Ottawa's climate is

the reason. Your garage floor endures:

Road salt and calcium chloride tracked in on tires from November through April

Freeze-thaw cycling as snow melts off your car onto the floor and refreezes overnight

Moisture vapour transmission from the concrete slab, especially in spring when the water table rises

Hot tire pickup in summer when you park on freshly driven-on coating

A professional-grade epoxy system rated for Ottawa's -30C to +35C range uses a 100% solids epoxy (not the

water-based stuff in hardware store kits) with a polyurethane or polyaspartic topcoat that resists hot tire lift

and chemical exposure. The hardware store DIY kits at $100-$300 use diluted epoxy that typically peels within

1-2 Ottawa winters.

The Prep Work Is Where the Money Goes

Approximately 60-70% of the cost of a professional epoxy floor is in preparation, not the coating itself. Proper

Ottawa garage floor prep includes:

Diamond grinding or shot blasting: This mechanically profiles the concrete surface to create a CSP-2 to

CSP-3 profile (concrete surface profile) that the epoxy can bond to. This step alone takes 2-4 hours and

requires specialized equipment costing thousands of dollars. It is the single most important step and the one DIY

kits completely skip.

Crack and joint repair: Ottawa garage floors commonly have shrinkage cracks and control joint deterioration

from years of freeze-thaw. These need to be filled with flexible polyurea filler before coating. Budget $100-

$300 for typical crack repair.

Moisture testing: A professional installer will test your slab for moisture vapour emission rate (MVER). If it

exceeds 3 lbs per 1,000 sq ft over 24 hours, a moisture mitigation primer ($1.50-$3.00/sq ft additional) is

required before epoxy application. Many Ottawa homes built before the 1990s lack proper vapour barriers under

the garage slab.

Popular Finish Options in Ottawa

The decorative flake system is by far the most requested finish in Ottawa garages. Vinyl flakes are broadcast

into the wet epoxy, creating a granite-like appearance that hides tire marks, minor stains, and dust. Common

colour blends include Saddle Tan, Midnight, Domino, and Glacier. The flakes also add slip resistance when

the floor is wet, which matters when you are tracking in snow.
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Metallic epoxy creates stunning swirled patterns that look like polished stone. It is gorgeous but costs 30-50%

more and shows imperfections more readily.

Timeline and Curing

A professional epoxy job takes 2-3 days to apply with a 5-7 day full cure before you can park on it.

Polyaspartic systems can be applied and driven on within 24 hours but cost more per square foot. In Ottawa,

application requires garage temperatures above 10C, so this is typically a late spring through early fall

project.

For qualified installers, browse Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to

find painters who specialize in garage floor coating systems built for Ottawa's demanding conditions.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

BFI Renovations

Floor-2-Wall Inc

L.L. Renovation

View all contractors ?

Q42

What is the price difference between spray painting and brush-and-roll in
Ottawa?

This is one of the most common questions Ottawa homeowners ask, and the answer is more nuanced than just

cost. Both methods have their place, and understanding the price difference helps you make the right call for your

project.

Price Comparison: Spray vs. Brush-and-Roll in Ottawa
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For a standard 3-bedroom Ottawa home (roughly 1,500 sq ft of paintable wall and ceiling surface), here is how

the two methods compare:

| Method | Cost Range | Time | |--------|-----------|------| | Brush-and-roll | $3,500-$6,000 | 4-6 days | | Spray (with

back-rolling) | $3,000-$5,500 | 2-4 days | | Spray only (no back-roll) | $2,500-$4,500 | 1-3 days |

Spray painting is typically 10-20% less expensive than brush-and-roll for the same scope of work. The savings

come primarily from labour time, not materials. A spray rig covers surfaces dramatically faster, meaning fewer

crew-hours on your project.

However, the real cost picture depends on your specific situation.

When Spray Painting Saves You Money

Empty or near-empty homes are where spraying delivers the biggest cost advantage. If you are painting before

moving in, during a renovation, or between tenants in a rental property, spray painting is the clear winner. With no

furniture to protect, the masking time drops significantly and the speed advantage is maximized.

Large open areas like great rooms, open-concept main floors, and cathedral ceilings favour spraying. A painter

with an airless sprayer can coat a 20-foot cathedral ceiling in a fraction of the time it takes with rollers on extension

poles.

New construction and full-gut renovations are almost always sprayed. The bare drywall takes primer and paint

beautifully through a sprayer, and there is nothing to protect from overspray.

Cabinets and trim benefit enormously from spray application. A sprayed finish on kitchen cabinets or detailed trim

work produces a factory-smooth result that is nearly impossible to achieve with brushes. Cabinet spray refinishing

in Ottawa runs $3,000-$7,000 for a full kitchen, and the finish quality alone justifies the method.

When Brush-and-Roll Is Worth the Extra Cost

Occupied homes with furniture often make brush-and-roll more economical overall. The extensive masking

required for spray painting in a furnished home (plastic sheeting over every surface, taping off every edge, covering

floors completely) can eat up the time savings. Some Ottawa painters estimate that masking a furnished room for

spray takes longer than just rolling it.

Single rooms or small touch-up jobs do not justify the setup and cleanup time for spray equipment. If you are

repainting one bedroom or a hallway, brush-and-roll is faster and cheaper.

Older Ottawa homes in neighbourhoods like the Glebe, Old Ottawa South, Sandy Hill, and New Edinburgh

often have intricate trim, plaster walls with imperfections, and detailed mouldings. Brush-and-roll gives the painter
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more control over coverage and allows them to work paint into textured surfaces more effectively.

The Professional Standard: Spray and Back-Roll

Most professional Ottawa painters doing quality residential work use a hybrid approach. They spray the paint onto

the surface for speed and even coverage, then immediately follow with a roller (back-rolling) to work the paint into

the surface texture and eliminate any drips or holidays.

This method costs about 5-10% less than pure brush-and-roll while delivering a superior finish. It is the standard

approach for ceilings, large wall areas, and any surface where both speed and quality matter.

Material Cost Differences

Spray painting uses approximately 20-30% more paint than brush-and-roll due to overspray and the thinner coats

required for proper atomization. For a full-house repaint using premium paint at $60-$80/gallon, that overspray can

add $100-$300 in extra material cost. However, this is typically offset by the labour savings.

Questions to Ask Your Ottawa Painter

When getting estimates, ask specifically:

Which method do you recommend for my situation and why?

Does the quote include back-rolling after spraying?

How will you protect my floors, fixtures, and furniture?

Is the price for spray based on an empty or occupied home?

A good painter will recommend the right method for your situation rather than defaulting to whatever is fastest.

Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to connect with

professionals who can assess your home and recommend the most cost-effective approach.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

Above All Painting Inc.

ALM Construction & Landscaping Inc.

True Tone Painting

Geerts Roofing Inc
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View all contractors ?

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



Q43

How much does it cost to paint a sunroom or screened porch in Ottawa?

Sunrooms and screened porches are some of the most enjoyable spaces in an Ottawa home, but they also present

unique painting challenges because of their exposure to temperature extremes and moisture. Here is what to

budget for this project.

Sunroom and Screened Porch Painting Costs in Ottawa

For a typical three-season sunroom (100-200 sq ft), expect to pay $1,200-$2,500 for a full repaint including walls,

ceiling, and trim. A four-season insulated sunroom runs $800-$1,800 since it behaves more like a standard

interior room. A screened porch with exposed framing, beadboard ceiling, and concrete or wood floor can cost

$1,500-$3,500 depending on the scope.

Breaking it down by component:

Walls (if applicable): $3.00-$5.00/sq ft

Ceiling (often beadboard or T&G): $4.00-$7.00/sq ft

Trim, window frames, and mullions: $500-$1,500 (sunrooms are trim-heavy)

Floor (concrete stain/paint or porch paint): $3.00-$6.00/sq ft

Prep and priming: $300-$800

Ottawa pricing for sunroom painting sits 10-15% below GTA rates, where similar projects frequently start above

$1,500 for even a modest three-season room.

Three-Season vs. Four-Season: Very Different Projects

Four-season sunrooms (insulated, heated, with proper windows) are essentially interior rooms with lots of

glass. Standard interior paint and techniques work fine. The main challenge is the amount of trim and mullion

work around all those windows. A sunroom with 10-15 windows means hours of careful cutting in and detail

work.

Three-season sunrooms are far more demanding. These spaces experience dramatic temperature swings,

from -30C in January (if unheated) to +40C on a sunny July afternoon. That 70-degree range causes serious

expansion and contraction in every surface. Your paint must handle this without cracking or peeling.

For three-season spaces, professional Ottawa painters use exterior-grade paints on all surfaces, even though

the room is technically indoors. Products like Benjamin Moore Aura Exterior or Sherwin-Williams Duration

Exterior are formulated for exactly these temperature ranges. Using interior paint in an unheated three-season
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room is a recipe for failure within one Ottawa winter.

Screened Porch Specific Costs

Ottawa screened porches typically include:

Beadboard or tongue-and-groove ceilings: These are the signature element of a classic porch ceiling.

Painting beadboard costs more than flat drywall because paint needs to get into every groove. The traditional

haint blue (a soft blue-green like Benjamin Moore Palladian Blue or Breath of Fresh Air) remains the most

popular porch ceiling colour in Ottawa, though whites and soft greys are gaining ground. Budget $600-$1,500 for

a typical porch ceiling.

Posts, railings, and trim: Porch woodwork takes a beating from Ottawa's weather. If the existing paint is

peeling, your painter needs to scrape to bare wood, spot-prime, and apply two coats of a high-quality

exterior trim paint. This prep-intensive work on a typical porch runs $500-$1,200.

Porch floors: A concrete porch floor needs porch and floor paint or an epoxy coating rated for freeze-thaw.

Wood porch floors should be finished with a porch and deck paint (not stain, which wears too quickly on

horizontal walking surfaces). Floor painting adds $400-$1,000 depending on size and condition.

Ottawa Heritage District Considerations

If your screened porch or sunroom is on a home in a heritage conservation district like Centretown,

Lowertown, or Rockcliffe Park, you may need to follow colour and material guidelines from the City of

Ottawa's heritage planning department. This does not necessarily increase painting costs, but it may limit your

colour choices and require specific products. Check with the city before committing to colours.

Timing Your Project

For three-season sunrooms and screened porches, the best time to paint in Ottawa is June through August

when temperatures are consistently warm enough for proper paint curing both day and night. The paint needs

surfaces above 10C during application and for at least 24 hours afterward. Painting an unheated sunroom in

October when overnight temperatures drop near freezing risks adhesion failure.

Four-season heated sunrooms can be painted year-round since the space maintains interior temperatures.

For estimates from painters experienced with Ottawa's unique sunroom and porch challenges, explore Ottawa

Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find professionals who understand what

products and techniques hold up through our demanding four-season climate.

---
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

Elie The Carpet Guy Inc.

Eastern Residential Solution

JMY Renovations

View all contractors ?

Q44

What should I expect to pay for exterior wood siding painting in Orleans?

Orleans has a wide range of homes with wood siding, from the established neighbourhoods of Convent Glen and

Chapel Hill built in the 1970s-80s to newer developments in Avalon and Mer Bleue. Here is what exterior wood

siding painting costs in the Orleans area.

Exterior Wood Siding Painting Costs in Orleans

For a standard two-storey home with wood lap siding (roughly 1,500-2,200 sq ft of paintable surface), budget

$5,500-$10,000 in Orleans. A bungalow with 800-1,400 sq ft of siding runs $3,500-$7,000, and a large executive

home can reach $10,000-$15,000 or more.

Per square foot of siding surface, the breakdown looks like this:

Power washing: $0.25-$0.50/sq ft

Scraping and sanding: $0.75-$2.00/sq ft (condition dependent)

Priming bare or exposed areas: $0.50-$1.00/sq ft

Caulking all joints, windows, and penetrations: $0.25-$0.50/sq ft

Two coats of premium exterior paint: $2.00-$3.50/sq ft

Total range: $3.75-$7.50/sq ft

Orleans pricing tracks closely with broader Ottawa rates, running about 10-15% below what you would pay in

the GTA for comparable wood siding work.
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Why Wood Siding in Orleans Needs Extra Attention

Orleans sits at the eastern edge of Ottawa's urban area, slightly more exposed to weather coming off the

Ottawa River and from the east. Homes in Orleans tend to experience:

Higher moisture exposure from Ottawa's 200+ cm annual snowfall, particularly on north and east-facing walls

Intense sun exposure on south and west walls, causing UV degradation and paint chalking

Ice damming effects at the siding-soffit junction from Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles

Wood siding that has gone too long between repaints (more than 8-10 years) often shows bare wood, grain

cracking, and early rot on the most exposed faces. The south and west walls of Orleans homes deteriorate

noticeably faster than the protected sides.

Prep Work Drives the Cost

The condition of your existing paint determines whether your project lands at the low or high end of the price

range:

Good condition (paint mostly intact, minimal peeling, no bare wood): Light power wash, spot scraping, spot

priming, caulking, and two coats. This is the $3.75-$5.00/sq ft range.

Moderate condition (widespread chalking, peeling in exposed areas, some bare wood): Thorough power

washing, extensive scraping, sanding of all peeling edges, full priming of bare areas with an alkyd or shellac-

based primer, complete recaulking, and two coats. This lands in the $5.00-$6.50/sq ft range.

Poor condition (extensive peeling, bare and greyed wood, early rot, failed caulking): Full prep including

possible wood consolidation with epoxy hardener on soft areas, Dutchman repairs (splicing in new wood)

for rotted sections, complete scraping to sound paint, full priming, and two coats. Budget $6.50-$7.50/sq ft plus

$15-$40 per board for replacement sections.

Paint Selection for Orleans Wood Siding

For wood siding in Ottawa's climate, your painter should use a 100% acrylic latex exterior paint from a

professional-grade line. The top choices are:

Benjamin Moore Aura Exterior ($75-$85/gallon): Self-priming, excellent adhesion, outstanding colour

retention. The premium choice that delivers a 15-20 year service life when properly applied.

Sherwin-Williams Duration Exterior ($70-$80/gallon): Comparable performance with strong flexibility for

wood's expansion and contraction.

Benjamin Moore Regal Select Exterior ($55-$65/gallon): Excellent mid-range option with very good durability.
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A two-storey Orleans home typically requires 15-25 gallons depending on surface area and porosity, putting

material costs at $1,000-$2,000 for premium paint.

Sheen recommendation: Satin or low-lustre for the siding body, semi-gloss for trim, fascia, and window

frames. Flat exterior paints hide imperfections but collect dirt faster and are harder to clean.

Orleans Neighbourhood Considerations

Older Orleans neighbourhoods like Convent Glen, Queenswood Heights, and Fallingbrook have many

homes with original 1970s-80s wood siding that may have multiple layers of old paint. When paint builds up

beyond 3-4 layers, it becomes brittle and prone to alligator cracking. In severe cases, full paint stripping may

be recommended before repainting, which adds significant cost.

Newer Orleans areas like Avalon and Cardinal Creek sometimes feature wood accent siding combined with

vinyl or engineered products. If only a portion of your home has wood siding, costs drop proportionally.

For detailed estimates from painters experienced with Orleans homes, check Ottawa Paint Contractors on the

Ottawa Construction Network directory. Getting three written quotes ensures you understand the prep

scope and can compare approaches for your specific siding condition.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

RenoMotion Inc.

Demontigny Carpentry

The Next Reno

The Deck Store Inc

View all contractors ?

Q45

How much does it cost to apply a textured finish to interior walls in Ottawa?
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Textured wall finishes are making a strong comeback in Ottawa homes, moving well beyond the dated popcorn

ceilings of decades past into sophisticated, intentional design choices. Here is what these finishes cost and what

your options are.

Textured Wall Finish Costs in Ottawa

For a single accent wall (roughly 80-120 sq ft), expect to pay $400-$1,200 depending on the texture type. A full

room runs $1,200-$3,500, and texturing an entire main floor can range from $4,000-$12,000 depending on

complexity.

Here is the per-square-foot breakdown by texture type:

| Texture Style | Cost/sq ft | Complexity | |--------------|-----------|------------| | Orange peel or light splatter | $2.00-

$3.50 | Basic | | Knockdown | $2.50-$4.00 | Moderate | | Skip trowel | $3.50-$5.50 | Moderate-High | | Venetian

plaster | $8.00-$15.00 | High (artisan) | | Limewash | $4.00-$7.00 | Moderate | | German smear / mortar wash |

$5.00-$8.00 | Moderate (on brick) | | Suede or leather effect | $5.00-$9.00 | High |

Ottawa pricing for textured finishes runs 10-15% below GTA rates, particularly for the higher-end artisan

techniques where Toronto contractors frequently charge $12-$20/sq ft for Venetian plaster.

Most Popular Textured Finishes in Ottawa Right Now

Limewash is the hottest trend in Ottawa interiors right now. This ancient technique creates a soft, chalky, lived-in

look with beautiful depth and variation. Brands like Romabio and Portola have made limewash accessible for

residential use. A limewashed living room accent wall in Ottawa costs $500-$900 and takes about a day to

complete.

Venetian plaster remains the gold standard for luxury textured walls. This multi-layer technique using lime-based

plaster creates a polished, marble-like surface with incredible depth. A skilled applicator builds up 3-5 thin layers,

burnishing between each one. This is genuinely artisan work, and finding an Ottawa applicator with real Venetian

plaster experience is important. Expect $8.00-$15.00/sq ft for authentic Venetian plaster, with an accent wall

running $800-$1,800.

Skip trowel offers a Mediterranean or Old World feel with its irregular, hand-applied texture. It is less labour-

intensive than Venetian plaster but still requires skill to apply evenly. At $3.50-$5.50/sq ft, it is a popular mid-range

choice.

Knockdown texture is the most practical textured finish. Joint compound is sprayed on and then lightly flattened

with a knockdown knife, creating a subtle mottled surface that hides wall imperfections better than any flat paint.

At $2.50-$4.00/sq ft, it is the most affordable option that still adds genuine character.
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What Affects the Price

Wall condition matters significantly. Textured finishes are more forgiving of minor imperfections than flat paint, but

they still need a clean, primed, structurally sound surface. If your existing walls have wallpaper residue, major

patching, or uneven surfaces, prep work can add $1.00-$3.00/sq ft.

Colour and product choice drive material costs. A basic knockdown using standard joint compound costs pennies

per square foot in materials. Venetian plaster products like Marmorino or Grassello run $40-$80 per bucket

covering only 50-80 sq ft per coat. Limewash products cost $60-$90/gallon covering 200-400 sq ft depending on

porosity.

Number of coats varies by technique. Limewash typically needs 2-3 coats for proper colour depth. Venetian

plaster requires 3-5 coats with burnishing. Knockdown is a single application plus paint.

Ottawa Climate Considerations

Ottawa's dry winter air (indoor humidity often drops to 20-25% with the furnace running) can affect certain textured

finishes differently than you might expect. Lime-based products (Venetian plaster, limewash) actually benefit from

this because they cure through carbonation with air. However, if your home runs extremely dry, misting limewash

lightly during the first 24 hours helps develop proper colour.

For standard drywall-based textures like knockdown and skip trowel, Ottawa's climate has no special impact since

these are essentially drywall compound applications sealed with paint.

Finding the Right Applicator

For basic textures (knockdown, orange peel, splatter), most experienced Ottawa painters can handle the work. For

Venetian plaster, limewash, and decorative suede finishes, you want someone with specific training and

portfolio examples. Ask to see photos of completed projects in Ottawa homes.

Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters and finish

applicators who specialize in the texture style you are considering. For artisan finishes especially, seeing their

previous work is essential before committing.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry
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ALM Construction & Landscaping Inc.

Powell Painting

M.O.T. CONSTRUCTION INC.

View all contractors ?
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Q46

What is the average cost for painting an Ottawa home office with two coats?

With remote and hybrid work now a permanent fixture for many Ottawa residents, home office painting has become

one of the most frequently requested single-room projects. Here is what to budget for a professional two-coat

repaint of your home office.

Home Office Painting Costs in Ottawa

For a standard home office (100-150 sq ft, roughly 10x12 or 10x14), expect to pay $350-$650 for a professional

two-coat repaint including walls and ceiling. A smaller den or converted bedroom office (80-100 sq ft) runs $275-

$500, while a larger dedicated office or converted dining room (150-200 sq ft) can reach $550-$850.

Here is the detailed breakdown:

Prep work (patching nail holes, light sanding, taping): $75-$150

Primer (if changing from dark to light, or covering stains): $50-$100

Two coats on walls: $175-$350

Ceiling (if included): $75-$175

Trim, baseboards, door, and closet frame: $75-$200

Total typical range: $350-$650

Ottawa rates for single-room repaints run 10-15% below GTA pricing, where a comparable home office repaint

commonly starts at $450.

Why Two Coats Matter

Two coats are not a luxury or an upsell. They are the minimum standard for a professional result. Here is

what each coat does:

First coat: Establishes the new colour and bonds to the primed or existing surface. With most colours, the first

coat looks patchy and uneven, especially if you are covering a different colour. This is completely normal.

Second coat: Builds the final colour depth, evens out coverage, and creates the uniform sheen that makes a

room look finished. The second coat also increases the paint film thickness to a level that provides proper

durability and washability.

Skipping the second coat saves about $100-$200 on a home office but leaves you with a finish that looks thin,

shows roller marks, and wears through much faster. Every reputable Ottawa painter includes two coats as
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standard.

Choosing the Right Paint and Colour for a Home Office

Your home office serves a different function than a bedroom or living room, and the paint selection should reflect

that.

Sheen: Eggshell or satin is ideal for a home office. Flat paint shows every scuff mark from moving your desk

chair or leaning against the wall during video calls. Semi-gloss is too reflective and creates distracting glare on

camera. Eggshell or satin strikes the balance: washable, durable, and camera-friendly.

Colour for video calls: If you regularly take video calls, wall colour matters more than you might think. Soft

neutral tones work best on camera. Colours like Benjamin Moore Revere Pewter (HC-172), Balboa Mist (OC-

27), or Edgecomb Gray (HC-173) read as clean and professional. Avoid stark white (washes you out on

camera) and dark colours (make you look like you are sitting in a cave).

Paint quality: For a working room that you spend 8+ hours in daily, invest in low-VOC or zero-VOC paint to

maintain good indoor air quality. Products like Benjamin Moore Regal Select ($55-$65/gallon) or Sherwin-

Williams Harmony ($50-$60/gallon) offer excellent zero-VOC formulations. A home office typically requires 1-2

gallons for walls plus another gallon for ceiling, putting material costs at $100-$200.

Prep Considerations for Home Offices

Home offices tend to accumulate more wall damage than other rooms: mounting holes from shelves and

monitors, adhesive residue from cable management, scuff marks from desk chairs, and pin holes from

corkboards. Your painter should:

Fill all holes with lightweight spackle

Sand smooth after patching

Spot-prime patches with a quality primer (patches absorb paint differently than existing walls, causing visible

"flashing" without primer)

Clean any adhesive residue that would prevent paint adhesion

If your office walls have significant patching, add $50-$100 for extra prep time.

Timeline and Disruption

A single home office takes a professional painter 4-6 hours to complete with two coats, assuming standard

prep. Most Ottawa painters can start and finish in one day. The room needs 2-4 hours of drying time between

coats and should not be used for at least 12-24 hours after the second coat to avoid marking the fresh paint
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with furniture.

Plan to move your desk, monitors, and equipment out of the room the night before. A painter will cover your

floors with drop cloths but cannot protect electronics sitting on a desk directly below the walls being painted.

Tax Deduction Potential

If you work from home and have a dedicated home office, the painting cost may be partially deductible as a

home office expense on your taxes. Under CRA rules, you can deduct a proportional share of home

maintenance costs based on the square footage of your office relative to your home. Consult your accountant

for specifics.

For home office painting quotes in Ottawa, connect with painters through Ottawa Paint Contractors on the

Ottawa Construction Network directory to find professionals who can work around your schedule and

minimize disruption to your workday.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

Above All Painting Inc.

The Next Reno

MAK Construction and Development Inc

Oliver Painting Inc

View all contractors ?

Q47

How much does it cost to paint window frames and casings on an Ottawa
home?

Window frames and casings are one of those detail jobs that really make a home look sharp when done right —

and pretty rough when they're neglected. Here in Ottawa, where our freeze-thaw cycles punish every exposed

surface, keeping your window trim properly painted isn't just cosmetic, it's protective.
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Typical Ottawa Pricing for Window Trim Painting

Most Ottawa painters charge $35 to $75 per window for painting the frame and casing, depending on size,

condition, and accessibility. For a standard three-bedroom home with 15 to 20 windows, you're looking at roughly

$525 to $1,500 for the full job. That's about 10-15% less than what you'd pay in the GTA for comparable work.

Here's how the costs generally break down:

Standard single-hung or double-hung windows: $35-$55 per window

Large picture windows or bay windows: $65-$120 per window

Casement windows with multiple panes: $50-$75 per window

Second-storey windows requiring ladder work: add $15-$25 per window

Heritage windows with muntins and detailed profiles: $75-$150 per window

What Affects the Price

Prep work is the big variable. If your casings have peeling paint, moisture damage, or old caulking that needs

to be stripped and redone, expect prep costs to add 30-50% to the base price. Ottawa's brutal winters — where

temps plunge to -30C and back — cause wood trim to expand and contract constantly, which means more

cracking and peeling than you'd see in milder climates.

Paint type matters too. For exterior window frames, your painter should be using a high-quality acrylic latex

rated for Canadian winters. Products like Benjamin Moore Aura Exterior or Sherwin-Williams Duration hold up

well against our 200+ cm of annual snowfall and the ice buildup that forms along window sills. Budget roughly

$50-$70 per gallon for premium exterior trim paint.

For interior casings, a semi-gloss or satin finish is standard — it's durable, easy to clean, and highlights the

trim work nicely. Interior trim paint runs $40-$60 per gallon, and a gallon typically covers 15-20 windows.

Interior vs. Exterior Considerations

If you're doing interior casings only, the job is more straightforward — no weather concerns, no ladder

surcharges. A full interior window trim repaint on a typical Ottawa home runs $400 to $1,000.

Exterior frames require more attention. Your painter needs to check for wood rot, failed caulking, and any

gaps where moisture could infiltrate. In Ottawa, water getting behind trim paint in October becomes ice by

November, and that ice will lift paint right off the wood. Proper prep includes scraping, sanding, priming bare

wood, and re-caulking all joints with a paintable silicone or polyurethane caulk.

Heritage District Considerations
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If your home is in a heritage conservation district — places like the Glebe, Sandy Hill, New Edinburgh, or

Rockcliffe Park — you may face restrictions on colour choices and materials. The City of Ottawa's heritage

guidelines generally require colours that are historically appropriate for the architectural style. Your painter

should be familiar with these requirements, and some heritage jobs require a permit application before work

begins.

When to Schedule the Work

Exterior window painting in Ottawa has a tight season — ideally mid-May through September when

temperatures stay consistently above 10C. Paint applied in cool or damp conditions won't cure properly and will

peel within a season. Interior work can be done year-round.

Getting It Done Right

A proper window trim paint job should last 5-8 years on exteriors and 8-12 years on interiors in Ottawa

conditions. The key is thorough prep and quality materials — cutting corners on either means you'll be repainting

sooner than you'd like.

For quotes from experienced local painters who understand Ottawa's climate demands, check the Ottawa Paint

Contractors listings on the Ottawa Construction Network directory. Getting two or three written estimates

helps you compare scope and pricing, so you know exactly what's included before any brushes come out.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

Kitchens by Michael o/a Michael Francis Home Improvements

Stef's Quality Painting

Regimbal

View all contractors ?

Q48

What should I budget for a full interior repaint before selling my Ottawa home?
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A pre-sale interior repaint is one of the best returns on investment you can make when listing an Ottawa home.

Real estate agents here consistently say fresh paint is the single most impactful upgrade for showings — and it

typically costs a fraction of kitchen or bathroom renovations.

Budget Ranges for a Full Interior Repaint

For a typical Ottawa home, here's what you should expect:

1,000-1,200 sq ft condo or townhouse: $2,500 to $4,500

1,500-2,000 sq ft semi or detached: $4,000 to $7,000

2,500-3,500 sq ft larger home: $6,500 to $11,000

4,000+ sq ft executive home: $10,000 to $18,000+

These Ottawa prices run about 10-15% below GTA rates for equivalent square footage and finish quality. A job

that might cost $8,000 in Oakville or Mississauga typically comes in around $6,800 to $7,200 here.

What's Included in a Pre-Sale Repaint

A standard pre-sale package covers walls and ceilings in all main living areas, bedrooms, hallways, and

stairwells. Most painters quote this as a two-coat system — one coat of primer on any patched or stained

areas, plus two finish coats on walls.

Here's how costs typically break out:

Walls and ceilings (per room): $350-$600 for average-sized rooms

Trim, baseboards, and door frames: add $150-$300 per room if included

Doors (per door, both sides): $75-$125 each

Stairwell with high ceiling: $400-$800 (requires scaffolding or extension equipment)

Kitchen and bathroom walls: $300-$500 per room (extra prep for grease/moisture)

Colour Strategy for Selling

Your painter and real estate agent will likely agree: go with neutral, modern tones. The days of plain builder's

white are fading — today's Ottawa buyers respond well to soft warm greys, greige tones, and muted whites like

Benjamin Moore White Dove (OC-17) or Revere Pewter (HC-172). These photograph beautifully for MLS

listings, which matters enormously in a market where most buyers see your home online first.

Budget about $50-$65 per gallon for quality interior paint. For a 2,000 sq ft home, you'll need roughly 8-12

gallons depending on colour changes and coverage.
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What Drives Costs Up

Dark-to-light colour changes are the biggest cost driver. If you're covering deep reds, navy, or forest green,

expect extra coats and primer, which can add 20-30% to the room cost. Many Ottawa homes from the 2005-

2015 era have accent walls in bold colours that need this treatment.

Ceiling height also matters. Ottawa's newer subdivisions in Barrhaven, Kanata South, and Findlay Creek often

have 9-foot or vaulted ceilings that require more paint and more time.

Wall repairs — nail holes, scuffs, minor drywall damage — are normally included in a professional quote. But if

you have significant damage like large patches, water stains, or wallpaper removal, that's typically quoted

separately at $40-$75 per hour for repair work.

Timeline Considerations

A full interior repaint on a 2,000 sq ft Ottawa home typically takes 3-5 working days with a crew of two to three

painters. If you're listing in spring (Ottawa's hottest real estate season, March through May), book your painter

at least 4-6 weeks ahead — that's peak season for pre-sale painting and good crews fill up fast.

The ROI Question

In the Ottawa market, a $5,000 to $7,000 interior repaint on a home listed around $600,000-$800,000 is widely

considered to return $15,000 to $25,000 in perceived value. Buyers see a freshly painted home as well-

maintained, which reduces the likelihood of lowball offers and inspection nitpicking.

Getting Quotes

For pre-sale painting specifically, you want a painter who understands the real estate timeline and can work

efficiently without sacrificing quality. Browse the Ottawa Paint Contractors listings on the Ottawa

Construction Network directory to find painters experienced with pre-sale work. Get at least two to three

detailed written quotes that specify the number of coats, paint brand, and which surfaces are included — vague

quotes lead to misunderstandings mid-project.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

Above All Painting Inc.
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Eastern Residential Solution

Home Front Services

JMY Renovations

View all contractors ?
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Q49

How much does it cost to paint a shed or outbuilding in Ottawa?

Sheds and outbuildings take a real beating in Ottawa's climate — between the -30C winter lows, heavy snow

loads, spring meltwater, and summer humidity, exterior paint on a small structure rarely lasts as long as it does on

your main house. Getting it painted properly is worth the investment to prevent wood rot and structural damage.

Typical Ottawa Pricing

Here's what you can expect for shed and outbuilding painting in the Ottawa area:

Small garden shed (8x10 or smaller): $400 to $800

Medium shed or workshop (10x12 to 12x16): $800 to $1,500

Large outbuilding or detached garage (16x20+): $1,500 to $3,000

Barn-style or two-storey structure: $2,500 to $5,000+

These prices are for exterior only and include basic prep, priming where needed, and two coats of quality

exterior paint. Ottawa pricing runs roughly 10-15% below what you'd pay for comparable work in the GTA.

What's Included in the Job

A professional shed painting job should include:

Power washing or hand scrubbing to remove dirt, mildew, and loose paint

Scraping and sanding of peeling or flaking areas

Spot priming on bare wood or repaired sections

Caulking around windows, doors, and corner joints

Two coats of exterior paint or solid stain

If your shed has never been painted and is raw wood, add a full coat of exterior primer to the job — that adds

roughly $150 to $400 depending on size.

Factors That Affect Cost

Condition is everything. A shed that was last painted three years ago and just needs a refresh is a quick job. A

shed with peeling paint down to bare wood, mildew growth, or soft/rotting boards requires significantly

more prep. Extensive scraping and wood repair can add 40-60% to the base cost.

Siding material plays a role too:
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Wood clapboard or board-and-batten: standard pricing, straightforward to paint

T1-11 plywood siding: absorbs more paint, may need extra material — add $100-$200

Vinyl or metal: usually just needs a good cleaning and one coat of specialty paint

Log or rough-sawn lumber: requires more paint per square foot due to texture

Accessibility matters. If your shed is wedged against a fence line or surrounded by landscaping that makes it

hard to set up ladders and drop cloths, expect a small premium. Ottawa's typical suburban lot configurations in

areas like Orleans, Kanata, and Barrhaven sometimes leave tight spaces around backyard structures.

Paint Selection for Ottawa Outbuildings

For outbuildings, many Ottawa painters recommend solid exterior stain rather than traditional paint, especially

on rough or semi-rough wood. Solid stain penetrates the wood rather than forming a film on top, which means it

weathers and fades rather than peeling — a big advantage when your shed faces direct exposure to Ottawa's

freeze-thaw cycles.

If you prefer paint, a 100% acrylic latex exterior paint is the standard. Budget $45-$65 per gallon for quality

product. A typical 10x12 shed uses about 3-5 gallons for two coats.

Best Time to Paint

Ottawa's exterior painting season for outbuildings runs from mid-May to early October. You need consistent

temperatures above 10C for at least 24-48 hours after application. Early morning dew and late-season

dampness can cause adhesion problems, so your painter should account for Ottawa's high humidity in spring

and fall.

Pro tip: if your shed has a north-facing side that stays damp and shaded, ask your painter about using a

mildew-resistant primer on that face. Ottawa's humid summers promote mildew growth on shaded surfaces,

and a good primer adds years to the finish.

DIY vs. Professional

Sheds are one of the more DIY-friendly painting projects, but there are good reasons to hire a pro: proper prep

(the part most DIYers skip), even coverage on hard-to-reach peaks and eaves, and material knowledge for

Ottawa's climate. A professional finish lasts 6-10 years versus the 3-5 years typical of a DIY job with inadequate

prep.

To find experienced painters for outbuilding work in the Ottawa area, check the Ottawa Paint Contractors

listings on the Ottawa Construction Network directory. A quick phone call or site visit will get you an accurate

quote based on your shed's actual condition.
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---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

SIR Custom

Dave’s Painting & Home Improvement

Alain Renovations

View all contractors ?

Q50

What do painters in Sandy Hill charge for heritage-compliant exterior paint
work?

Sandy Hill is one of Ottawa's most architecturally significant neighbourhoods, with a dense concentration of

Victorian, Edwardian, and early 20th-century homes that fall under heritage conservation guidelines. Painting

one of these properties isn't a standard exterior job — it requires specific knowledge of heritage colour palettes,

careful surface preparation on aged substrates, and sometimes coordination with the City of Ottawa's heritage

planning staff.

Heritage Exterior Painting Costs in Sandy Hill

Expect to pay a premium of 25-50% over standard exterior painting rates for heritage-compliant work:

Small heritage home (under 1,500 sq ft): $5,000 to $9,000

Medium heritage home (1,500-2,500 sq ft): $8,000 to $14,000

Large heritage home or converted multi-unit (2,500+ sq ft): $12,000 to $22,000+

Heritage detailing only (trim, cornices, brackets, porch): $3,000 to $8,000

These are still roughly 10-15% below GTA heritage painting rates — comparable work in Toronto's

Cabbagetown or the Annex runs significantly higher.

Why Heritage Work Costs More
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1. Colour Consultation and Approval

Sandy Hill falls within a Heritage Conservation District (HCD), which means exterior colour changes may

require review or approval by the City's heritage planning department. Many Sandy Hill homes have a heritage

permit requirement for changes to the exterior appearance. Your painter — or a heritage colour consultant —

needs to propose colours that are historically appropriate for the building's style and era.

A heritage colour consultation typically runs $200 to $500 and is well worth the investment. Some experienced

heritage painters include this in their quote.

2. Complex Prep on Aged Surfaces

Sandy Hill homes often have 100+ years of paint layers built up on wood clapboard, decorative trim, window

casings, and porch elements. Proper heritage prep involves:

Chemical or heat-based paint removal on failing areas (no aggressive power sanding that damages wood

profiles)

Lead paint testing and safe handling — homes built before 1960 almost certainly have lead paint layers, and

Ontario's O. Reg. 490/09 under the Occupational Health and Safety Act requires specific containment and

disposal procedures

Wood consolidation and dutchman repairs rather than replacement — heritage guidelines generally require

preserving original material wherever possible

Custom profile matching if any trim pieces need to be replicated

Prep on a heritage home can account for 40-60% of the total job cost, compared to 20-30% on a modern

home.

3. Multi-Colour Schemes

Victorian and Edwardian homes in Sandy Hill typically use three to five colours — body, trim, sash, accent,

and sometimes porch ceiling. Each additional colour adds complexity, masking time, and material cost. A

standard modern home uses one or two colours.

4. Architectural Detail

Sandy Hill homes feature decorative brackets, corbels, dentil moulding, turned porch columns, fish-scale

shingles, and ornamental window hoods that require hand-painting with small brushes. This detail work is

slow, meticulous, and priced accordingly — often at $50-$75 per hour for an experienced heritage painter.

Paint Products for Heritage Work
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Heritage painters in Ottawa typically use premium acrylic latex paints that offer the durability needed for our

climate while meeting heritage colour-matching requirements. Benjamin Moore's Historical Color Collection

and Sherwin-Williams' Heritage Palette both offer period-appropriate colours with modern performance.

For historically accurate finishes, some elements may call for alkyd (oil-based) paint, particularly on metal

hardware, wrought iron railings, and areas where a traditional sheen is specified. Budget $55-$80 per gallon for

heritage-grade exterior products.

Timing and Scheduling

Heritage exterior work in Sandy Hill needs to happen during Ottawa's reliable painting season — June

through September ideally. These jobs take longer than standard exteriors — plan for 2-4 weeks for a full

heritage repaint, depending on size and detail level. Because Sandy Hill lots are often tight with shared

driveways and limited staging space, your painter needs to plan logistics carefully.

If a heritage permit is required, submit your application 4-8 weeks before your planned start date. The City's

review process varies, and delays are common.

Finding the Right Painter

Heritage painting is a specialty — not every exterior painter has the skills or patience for this work. You want

someone who understands period-appropriate colour theory, has experience with lead paint abatement, and

knows how to prep century-old wood without damaging original profiles. Check the Ottawa Paint Contractors

listings on the Ottawa Construction Network directory for painters with heritage experience, and always ask

to see photos of previous heritage projects in Ottawa before committing.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

Above All Painting Inc.

Leeds Property Maintenance

Humble Homes - property maintenance

Capital Paint

View all contractors ?
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Q51

How much does it cost to apply elastomeric paint to an Ottawa foundation wall?

Elastomeric paint is a thick, rubberized coating that stretches and contracts with temperature changes — which

makes it an excellent choice for Ottawa foundation walls that endure some of the most extreme thermal cycling in

the country. When your foundation goes from -30C in January to +35C in July, hairline cracks open and close

constantly, and elastomeric paint bridges those cracks in a way standard masonry paint simply cannot.

Ottawa Foundation Elastomeric Paint Costs

Here's what Ottawa homeowners typically pay:

Standard bungalow (60-80 linear feet of exposed foundation): $1,500 to $3,000

Two-storey home (80-120 linear feet): $2,500 to $4,500

Walkout basement with full wall exposure on one side: $3,000 to $5,500

Full perimeter application with excavation needed: $5,000 to $10,000+

Per square foot, elastomeric coating on foundation walls runs $4 to $8 per sq ft in the Ottawa market — about

10-15% less than comparable quotes in the Toronto area.

What Makes Elastomeric Different (and More Expensive)

Elastomeric paint costs 2-3x more than standard exterior masonry paint, both in material cost and application

time. Here's why it's worth considering for Ottawa foundations:

Crack-bridging ability: quality elastomeric coatings stretch up to 300-500% without losing adhesion, covering

hairline cracks up to 1/16 inch

Waterproofing: forms a continuous membrane that sheds water rather than absorbing it — critical when

Ottawa's spring thaw sends meltwater streaming down your foundation

Thickness: applied at 10-15 mils dry film thickness per coat versus 3-4 mils for standard paint — that's a

substantial protective layer

Longevity: properly applied elastomeric coating lasts 10-15 years on Ottawa foundations, compared to 4-6

years for standard masonry paint

Material Costs

Elastomeric paint is a premium product:
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Quality elastomeric foundation coating: $45-$75 per gallon

Coverage rate: 75-125 sq ft per gallon (much less than standard paint due to required thickness)

Typical foundation job: 6-15 gallons depending on wall area and porosity

Primer/block filler (if needed): $35-$50 per gallon, 150-200 sq ft coverage

For a standard Ottawa bungalow foundation, material costs alone run $350 to $700. The labour — particularly

the extensive prep — makes up the bulk of the total.

Prep Work: The Critical Step

Elastomeric coating is only as good as the surface it's applied to, and Ottawa foundations present specific

challenges:

1. Surface cleaning: All dirt, efflorescence (white salt deposits), loose paint, and mildew must be removed.

Power washing at 2,500-3,000 PSI is standard. Ottawa's damp climate promotes efflorescence, and it must be

treated with an acid wash or efflorescence remover before coating.

2. Crack repair: While elastomeric paint bridges hairline cracks, any crack wider than 1/16 inch needs to be

filled first with hydraulic cement or flexible masonry caulk. Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycling means most

foundations over 20 years old have some cracks that need attention.

3. Block filler or primer: Porous concrete block foundations (common in Ottawa homes built from the 1950s-

1980s) need a masonry block filler before elastomeric coating. This fills the porous surface so the elastomeric

doesn't just soak into the block. Add $500 to $1,200 for block filler application.

4. Grade-level preparation: Your painter needs to define where the coating stops at grade level. Below-grade

waterproofing is a different system entirely — elastomeric paint is for the exposed above-grade portion of the

foundation.

Application Specifics

Elastomeric paint is applied with heavy-nap rollers (3/4 inch minimum) or airless sprayer. It typically requires

two coats with 24 hours drying time between coats. Ottawa's weather window for this work is June through

September — the coating needs sustained temperatures above 10C for at least 72 hours after application for

proper curing.

When Elastomeric Isn't the Right Choice

Elastomeric coating is not a substitute for foundation waterproofing if you have active water infiltration or

structural cracks. If water is coming through your basement walls during Ottawa's spring thaw or heavy
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rainstorms, you need an exterior waterproofing membrane applied below grade — a much larger project

typically costing $8,000 to $20,000+ for excavation and membrane application.

Elastomeric is also not recommended for stone foundations common in Ottawa's older neighbourhoods like

the Glebe, Old Ottawa South, and Sandy Hill. Heritage stone foundations need to breathe, and a film-forming

coating can trap moisture inside the stone, causing spalling and deterioration.

Getting the Job Done

For elastomeric foundation coating in Ottawa, look for painters experienced with masonry and waterproofing

products — this is a specialty application, not a standard painting job. Browse the Ottawa Paint Contractors

listings on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters who handle this type of work, and make

sure any quote includes detailed prep specifications.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

Above All Painting Inc.

Demontigny Carpentry

Steven Labelle - Your Complete Home Renovator

SIR Custom

View all contractors ?
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Q52

What is the cost for painting built-in shelving and bookcases in an Ottawa
home?

Built-in shelving and bookcases are one of those features that look absolutely stunning when freshly painted — and

pretty tired when they're not. Whether you're updating the colour on existing built-ins or finishing new ones that a

carpenter just installed, this is a detail-oriented job that rewards professional work.

Ottawa Pricing for Built-In Shelving Painting

Here's what Ottawa painters typically charge:

Single bookcase unit (3-4 ft wide, 6-8 ft tall): $350 to $700

Built-in wall unit (8-12 ft wide): $800 to $1,600

Full wall library shelving (floor to ceiling, 12+ ft): $1,200 to $2,500

Built-in entertainment centre with cabinets: $600 to $1,400

Pantry or closet shelving (per closet): $250 to $500

Ottawa pricing comes in about 10-15% below GTA rates for the same work. A built-in bookcase that might cost

$900 to paint in Etobicoke runs closer to $750 to $800 here.

Why Built-Ins Cost More Per Square Foot

If you've ever looked at these quotes and thought "that seems high for such a small area" — you're not wrong

that the per-square-foot rate is higher than walls. Here's why:

1. Enormous amounts of edge work. A standard bookcase with 5 shelves has 10 horizontal surfaces (top

and bottom of each shelf), two vertical sides, a back panel, and the face frame. Every edge, every corner,

every inside angle needs careful brushwork. There's no rolling big flat areas — it's almost entirely detail work.

2. Both sides of every shelf. You can't just paint the visible face. The undersides of shelves are visible when

you look up from below, and the tops collect dust and show wear. Every shelf gets painted on all exposed

surfaces.

3. Extensive prep. Before any paint goes on, the painter needs to:

Remove all items and shelf pins

Clean all surfaces (built-ins collect years of dust in crevices)

Sand all surfaces for adhesion — 120-150 grit for previously painted surfaces
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Fill any nail holes, gaps, or imperfections with wood filler

Prime bare wood or stained surfaces with a bonding primer

Mask off surrounding walls and flooring

4. Multiple coats with drying time. Built-in shelving almost always requires primer plus two finish coats for a

smooth, durable result. Each coat needs adequate drying time — typically 4-6 hours between coats for water-

based products, overnight for oil-based. A single bookcase unit can take a full day of work.

Paint Selection Matters

For built-in shelving, the paint choice is critical because these surfaces get constant contact — books sliding in

and out, decorative items being moved, hands reaching in. Your painter should use one of these approaches:

High-quality cabinet-grade paint like Benjamin Moore Advance or Sherwin-Williams Emerald Urethane Trim

Enamel — $55-$75 per gallon, self-leveling, extremely durable

Spray application for the smoothest possible finish — adds 15-25% to labour cost but eliminates brush marks

entirely

Semi-gloss or satin sheen — the standard for shelving because it's durable and easy to wipe clean

Avoid flat or matte finishes on shelving — they mark easily and are nearly impossible to clean.

Spray vs. Brush-and-Roll

Many Ottawa painters offer spray finishing for built-ins, especially for new or unfinished units. Spraying

produces a factory-smooth finish that looks incredible, but it requires extensive masking of the surrounding

room. If the built-ins can be painted before installation, spray finishing is the clear winner.

For built-ins that are already installed and surrounded by finished walls and flooring, brush-and-roll with a

high-quality enamel is often more practical. A skilled painter using Advance or a similar product and a good-

quality Chinex or nylon-poly brush can achieve a near-spray-quality finish.

Previously Stained Built-Ins

If your built-ins are currently stained and you want to paint them (a very popular update in Ottawa — lots of

1990s dark oak shelving getting the white or grey treatment), add $150 to $400 per unit for the extra prep:

Thorough sanding to scuff the clear coat

Shellac-based primer (like Zinsser BIN) to block tannin bleed — essential for oak, cherry, and walnut, which

will yellow white paint if not properly sealed
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Two full finish coats minimum over the primer

Getting Quotes

When getting quotes for built-in painting, make sure your painter comes to see the units in person — this isn't a

job that can be accurately quoted from photos. The depth, number of shelves, condition of existing finish, and

whether the unit has doors or drawers all significantly affect pricing. Check the Ottawa Paint Contractors

listings on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters who specialize in trim and millwork

finishing — it's a different skill set than wall painting.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

We Paint Ottawa

Geerts Roofing Inc

Prism Services

View all contractors ?

Q53

How much should I budget for a commercial warehouse painting job in Ottawa?

Commercial warehouse painting in Ottawa is a whole different scale from residential work — we're talking about

thousands of square feet of wall and ceiling surface, industrial-grade coatings, and safety requirements that

don't apply to home painting. If you're managing a warehouse facility in Ottawa's industrial areas like Merivale, Hunt

Club, Cyrville, or the Hawthorne Industrial Park, here's what to expect.

Ottawa Commercial Warehouse Painting Costs

Pricing depends heavily on the size and scope, but here are typical Ottawa ranges:

Small warehouse (5,000-10,000 sq ft floor area): $8,000 to $20,000

Medium warehouse (10,000-25,000 sq ft): $18,000 to $45,000
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Large warehouse (25,000-50,000 sq ft): $40,000 to $90,000

Extra-large distribution centre (50,000+ sq ft): $80,000 to $200,000+

Per square foot of paintable surface (walls, columns, ceilings), commercial warehouse painting in Ottawa runs

$0.75 to $2.50 per sq ft depending on coating type, surface condition, and height. This is roughly 10-15%

below comparable GTA industrial painting rates.

Key Cost Factors

1. Ceiling Height and Access

This is the single biggest cost driver. A standard warehouse with 16-20 ft clear height requires scissor lifts or

boom lifts for ceiling and upper wall work. Equipment rental runs $200 to $500 per day for scissor lifts and

$400 to $800 per day for articulating boom lifts. A large warehouse job might need lift equipment for 2-4 weeks.

Warehouses with 30+ ft ceilings (common in newer logistics facilities along Hunt Club or in the Leitrim area)

significantly increase costs due to extended reach requirements and reduced productivity at height.

2. Surface Type and Condition

Concrete block walls (most common): standard pricing, good paint adhesion

Metal deck ceilings: require specific coating systems, often spray-applied

Steel structural members (columns, beams, joists): priced per linear foot, $3 to $8 per linear foot

Concrete floors (if included): epoxy floor coating is a separate specialty, $3 to $7 per sq ft

Previously painted surfaces in good condition: one coat may suffice, reducing costs by 25-35%

Bare or damaged surfaces: full prime-and-paint system required

3. Coating Specifications

Warehouse coatings are industrial products, not residential paint:

Standard interior latex on walls: $35-$55 per gallon, most economical option

Epoxy coatings (for food-grade or high-moisture areas): $75-$120 per gallon

Fire-retardant coatings (for steel or wood structures): $80-$150 per gallon, may be required under the

Ontario Building Code (OBC) depending on building classification

High-visibility safety markings (aisles, columns, clearance): typically quoted separately, $2,000 to $6,000

for a standard warehouse layout

4. Scheduling and Disruption
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Most warehouse painting happens during off-hours, weekends, or shutdown periods to minimize disruption

to operations. Night and weekend work carries a 15-25% premium over standard daytime rates. If the

warehouse must remain operational during painting, additional costs for temporary barriers, ventilation, and

phased scheduling apply.

Regulatory Requirements

WSIB coverage is mandatory for commercial painting contractors in Ontario. Verify your painter carries active

WSIB clearance — you can check online at the WSIB website. As the property owner or tenant, you can be held

liable for workplace injuries if your contractor isn't covered.

Working at heights: Ontario's O. Reg. 213/91 (Construction Projects regulation) requires workers on elevated

platforms above 3 metres to have completed Working at Heights training approved by the Ministry of Labour.

Your commercial painter should have certificates on file for all crew members.

VOC compliance: if the warehouse stores food, pharmaceuticals, or has occupied office space adjacent to the

painting area, low-VOC or zero-VOC coatings may be required. These add about 10-20% to material costs.

Application Methods

Commercial warehouse painting is almost exclusively done with airless spray equipment — the large, flat

surfaces and height make brush-and-roll impractical. Airless sprayers can cover 500-1,000 sq ft per hour on

open walls, making them vastly more efficient than manual application.

For metal deck ceilings, spray is the only practical option — the corrugated profile of steel deck makes rolling

impossible and brushing absurdly slow.

Getting the Right Contractor

Warehouse painting is a commercial/industrial specialty. You need a contractor with commercial liability

insurance (typically $2-5 million), WSIB coverage, working-at-heights certified crews, and experience with

industrial coating systems. Get a minimum of three detailed written quotes that specify coating products,

number of coats, surface prep, equipment, and timeline.

For commercial painting contractors in the Ottawa area, the Ottawa Paint Contractors listings on the Ottawa

Construction Network directory include painters who handle commercial and industrial projects alongside

residential work.

---
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

RenoMotion Inc.

Nic’s D.U.C.T Works Inc

Somar Contracting Inc.

Oliver Painting Inc

View all contractors ?

Q54

What does it cost to paint crown moulding and baseboards throughout an
Ottawa home?

Crown moulding and baseboards are the finishing touches that frame every room — when they're freshly painted,

the whole space looks polished. When they're scuffed, chipped, and yellowed, even freshly painted walls look

incomplete. In Ottawa homes, trim painting is one of the most requested services, especially in older

neighbourhoods where original wood trim has decades of wear.

Ottawa Pricing for Crown Moulding and Baseboard Painting

Most Ottawa painters price trim work in one of two ways — per linear foot or per room:

Per linear foot pricing:

Baseboards only: $1.50 to $3.00 per linear foot

Crown moulding only: $2.00 to $4.00 per linear foot

Both baseboards and crown: $3.00 to $6.00 per linear foot

Per room estimates (average 12x14 room):

Baseboards only: $100 to $200 per room

Crown moulding only: $125 to $250 per room

Both baseboards and crown: $200 to $400 per room

Whole-house estimates:
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1,200 sq ft bungalow or condo (baseboards + crown throughout): $1,500 to $3,000

1,800-2,200 sq ft two-storey: $2,500 to $5,000

2,800-3,500 sq ft larger home: $4,000 to $7,500

4,000+ sq ft home with extensive trim: $6,500 to $12,000+

These Ottawa rates are about 10-15% less than what painters charge in the GTA for the same scope of work.

What Drives the Cost

1. Profile Complexity

Simple, flat baseboards and minimal crown profiles paint quickly. But many Ottawa homes — particularly in

established neighbourhoods like Westboro, the Glebe, Alta Vista, and Manor Park — have detailed multi-piece

crown moulding with coves, dentil patterns, and built-up profiles that require careful brush work. A simple 3-

inch baseboard takes half the time of a 6-inch profiled baseboard with a shoe mould.

Simple flat or rounded profiles: base pricing

Moderate profiles (ogee, colonial): add 15-25%

Complex multi-piece or heritage profiles: add 30-50%

2. Current Condition

Trim in good condition needing a simple refresh (light sand, two coats) is straightforward. But Ottawa trim often

has specific issues:

Paint buildup: decades of repainting without stripping fills in profile details and creates thick edges — needs

scraping and sanding, adding $0.50-$1.50 per linear foot

Nail holes and gaps: common as homes settle, especially in Ottawa's clay-heavy soil — caulking and filling

adds $0.25-$0.75 per linear foot

Water damage at baseboards: Ottawa's humid basements and occasional flooding cause baseboard damage

in lower-level rooms — replacement may be needed before painting

Pet damage: scratches and chew marks on baseboards need filling and sanding

3. Stained-to-Painted Conversion

Many Ottawa homes from the 1980s and 1990s have dark-stained oak trim that homeowners want painted

white or light grey. This is a bigger job than repainting already-painted trim:

Thorough sanding to scuff the clear coat
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Shellac-based bonding primer (essential to block tannin bleed from oak — without it, yellow/orange stains

bleed through white paint within weeks)

Two finish coats minimum

Add $1.00 to $2.50 per linear foot over standard repaint pricing

Paint Selection

Trim paint needs to be harder and more durable than wall paint because baseboards get kicked, scuffed, and

vacuumed against constantly. The standard choices for Ottawa painters:

Benjamin Moore Advance (waterborne alkyd): $55-$70 per gallon — flows beautifully, dries hard, excellent

durability. The most popular choice among Ottawa trim painters.

Sherwin-Williams Emerald Urethane Trim Enamel: $60-$75 per gallon — similar performance, slightly faster

dry time

Traditional oil-based enamel: still preferred by some painters for the hardest possible finish, but slower drying

and higher VOC

Sheen: semi-gloss is the standard for trim — it's durable, wipeable, and creates a nice contrast with eggshell or

matte walls. Some homeowners prefer satin for a more modern, less shiny look.

The Process

A professional trim painting job follows this sequence:

Protect floors and walls with tape, drop cloths, and masking paper

Clean all surfaces — trim collects dust, grease (especially kitchen crown moulding), and grime

Sand lightly for adhesion — 150-grit for previously painted, 120-grit for stained

Fill and caulk all holes, gaps, and cracks

Prime any bare wood, filler spots, or stained surfaces

Apply two coats of trim paint with proper drying time between coats

Remove masking and touch up any edges

For a whole-house trim job, expect 3-5 days of work depending on the home's size and trim complexity.

Getting Quotes

When comparing quotes for trim painting, make sure each one specifies whether door frames and window

casings are included — some painters quote "all trim" meaning baseboards, crown, door frames, and window
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casings, while others quote just baseboards and crown. The difference can be 30-50% in total cost. Browse the

Ottawa Paint Contractors listings on the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters who excel

at trim and detail work, and get at least two written estimates for comparison.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

Grunt Work 4 Grunts

MAK Construction and Development Inc

The Next Reno

View all contractors ?
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Q55

How much does deck staining and sealing cost for a multi-level Ottawa deck?

Multi-level decks are a signature feature of many Ottawa homes — especially in areas like Barrhaven, Kanata,

Stittsville, and Orleans where backyards slope and builders create tiered deck structures with upper entertaining

areas, lower lounging sections, and connecting stairs. These decks see extraordinary wear in Ottawa's climate, and

proper staining and sealing is the single most important maintenance step to protect your investment.

Ottawa Pricing for Multi-Level Deck Staining

Multi-level decks are priced by total surface area, plus a complexity premium for stairs, railings, and multiple

elevations:

Small multi-level deck (200-350 sq ft total): $1,200 to $2,500

Medium multi-level deck (350-600 sq ft): $2,500 to $4,500

Large multi-level deck (600-1,000 sq ft): $4,000 to $7,500

Extra-large with pergola, built-in seating, planters (1,000+ sq ft): $7,000 to $12,000+

Per square foot, deck staining in Ottawa runs $5 to $10 per sq ft for the deck surface, with railings, stairs, and

spindles adding 30-50% to the total. Multi-level decks carry an additional 15-25% premium over single-level

decks of equivalent square footage because of the added complexity of stairs, transitions, and working at

multiple heights.

Ottawa pricing is roughly 10-15% below comparable work in the GTA.

Why Multi-Level Decks Cost More

Stairs are the biggest factor. Each staircase connecting deck levels has stringers, treads, risers (if closed),

and often a railing on both sides. A single staircase of 8-10 steps costs $300 to $600 to stain properly — the

surfaces are small, awkward, and require hand-brushing rather than rolling or spraying.

Railings and spindles are the other major cost driver. A multi-level deck with a standard railing system has

hundreds of individual surfaces — each spindle has four sides, plus the top rail, bottom rail, and posts. Railing

systems are often priced at $5 to $12 per linear foot on top of the deck surface cost.

Transitions between levels require extra attention — where stairs meet platforms, where one level steps down

to another, where different grain directions meet. These areas trap water and are typically the first places where

finish fails in Ottawa's freeze-thaw conditions.

Stain and Sealer Options
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The product choice significantly affects both cost and longevity in Ottawa's demanding climate:

Transparent sealers: $30-$45 per gallon — show the full wood grain, minimal UV protection. Last 1-2 years in

Ottawa. Best for new premium wood where you want to show off the grain. Need frequent reapplication.

Semi-transparent stain: $40-$60 per gallon — the most popular choice for Ottawa decks. Adds colour while

letting grain show through. Lasts 2-4 years depending on exposure and traffic. Products like Cabot Australian

Timber Oil or Benjamin Moore Arborcoat Semi-Transparent perform well here.

Solid stain: $45-$65 per gallon — acts more like paint, completely covering the grain. Lasts 4-6 years but can

peel if moisture gets underneath — a real risk in Ottawa where decks see 200+ cm of snow sitting on them for

months. Best for older decks where the wood surface is no longer attractive enough to show.

Penetrating oil finishes: $50-$70 per gallon — soak into the wood rather than forming a film on top. Won't

peel (a major advantage in Ottawa's climate), but need reapplication every 1-3 years. TWP (Total Wood

Preservative) is popular among Ottawa deck specialists.

Ottawa-Specific Challenges

Snow load and moisture: Ottawa decks sit under heavy snow for 4-5 months. That snow melts and refreezes

repeatedly, driving moisture deep into the wood. A quality stain needs excellent water repellency — test by

pouring water on the surface; if it beads up, the finish is still working.

UV exposure: Ottawa's summer sun is intense from May through September. South-facing and west-facing

deck surfaces get hammered by UV, which breaks down both the wood and the finish. Semi-transparent stains

with UV blockers are the best defence.

Spring prep timing: deck staining in Ottawa has a specific rhythm. The deck needs to be completely dry

before staining, which means waiting at least 48-72 hours of dry weather above 10C after the last rain or

snowmelt. Realistically, this means most deck staining happens from late May through September.

The Prep Process

Prep represents 40-50% of the total cost on a deck staining job, and it's where corners get cut by

inexperienced painters. Proper multi-level deck prep includes:

Clearing and protecting — removing furniture, planters, grills; masking siding, trim, and landscaping

Cleaning — deck cleaner or power washing at 1,200-1,500 PSI (too much pressure damages wood fibre)

Brightening — applying a wood brightener to restore pH balance after cleaning

Sanding (if needed) — particularly on previously coated decks where the old finish is flaking
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Drying — minimum 48 hours after washing before stain application

Previous finish removal (if applicable) — stripping old solid stain or paint is a major job, adding $2 to $5 per

sq ft

Getting the Work Done

Deck staining is time-sensitive in Ottawa — the season is short and good weather windows are precious. A

multi-level deck takes 2-4 days including prep, and your stainer needs two consecutive dry days minimum for

application. Book early — May and June fill up fast.

Check the Ottawa Paint Contractors listings on the Ottawa Construction Network directory for painters who

handle deck staining and restoration. Ask specifically about their experience with multi-level structures and

which products they recommend for Ottawa's climate.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

Tanner Irwin-Robertson

The Fixer

EasySave Painting

View all contractors ?

Q56

What is the cost to paint an Ottawa townhouse common area or hallway?

If you're on a condo board or property management committee for an Ottawa townhouse complex, painting the

common areas is one of the most impactful maintenance items in your budget. Common hallways, stairwells,

lobbies, and corridors see heavy foot traffic and need repainting more frequently than individual units — typically

every 3-5 years versus 7-10 years for a private home interior.

Ottawa Pricing for Townhouse Common Area Painting
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Costs vary by the size and layout of the common areas:

Single hallway or corridor (50-100 linear feet): $1,500 to $3,500

Multi-floor stairwell with landings: $2,000 to $5,000

Full common area package (hallways + stairwells + lobby, small complex): $4,000 to $10,000

Large complex (20+ units, multiple buildings): $8,000 to $25,000+

Underground parking or utility corridors: $3,000 to $8,000

Per square foot of wall surface, common area painting in Ottawa runs $2.00 to $4.50 per sq ft, which is about

10-15% below GTA rates for the same work. The lower end applies to simple corridors with drywall; the higher

end to stairwells with high ceilings and complex geometry.

What's Included in Common Area Painting

A typical common area repaint covers:

All corridor and hallway walls: usually two coats over existing paint

Stairwell walls and ceilings: including hard-to-reach areas above staircases

Lobby or entrance area: walls, ceiling, and any accent areas

Baseboard and trim (if included — some quotes separate this)

Door frames for unit entry doors (exterior side facing hallway)

Touch-up of scuff marks, dings, and damage with patching and sanding

Ceilings are sometimes included, sometimes quoted separately. Hallway ceilings in good condition may only

need spot touch-ups rather than a full repaint, saving 20-30% on the ceiling portion.

Factors That Affect Pricing

1. Building Age and Condition

Ottawa's townhouse stock ranges from 1970s-era complexes in areas like Pinecrest, Heron Gate, and Bayshore

to brand-new developments in Kanata South and Findlay Creek. Older buildings typically have more wall

damage, outdated colour schemes requiring full colour changes, and sometimes textured walls or ceilings that

are more time-consuming to paint.

If the walls have significant damage — gouges from furniture moving, water stains from roof leaks, or cracks

from settling — repair work is quoted separately at $40 to $70 per hour for a skilled painter/drywall finisher.

2. Ceiling Height and Stairwells
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Stairwells are the most expensive area per square foot in common area painting. Ottawa townhouse stairwells

often have walls that extend 15-25 feet from the ground floor to the top landing. Reaching these areas requires

scaffolding, ladder jacks, or specialized stairwell platforms — adding both equipment cost and time.

Scaffolding rental for stairwell work runs $300 to $800 depending on duration and configuration. This is a safety-

critical setup — Ontario's O. Reg. 213/91 under the Occupational Health and Safety Act has specific

requirements for working at heights above 3 metres.

3. Scheduling Constraints

Common areas can't be completely shut down — residents need to get in and out. Most painters work in

sections, completing one hallway or stairwell at a time and using fans to accelerate drying. This phased

approach adds 10-15% to labour costs compared to painting an empty space all at once.

Some condo boards schedule common area painting during summer months when more residents are away,

or coordinate with other building maintenance to minimize disruption. Night and weekend work (if needed)

carries a 20-30% premium.

4. Paint Selection

Common areas need commercial-grade, high-durability paint that resists scuffs, stains, and frequent

cleaning:

Eggshell finish is standard for hallway walls — it's washable and hides minor imperfections. Budget $45-$65

per gallon for commercial-grade product.

Semi-gloss for trim and doors — more durable and easier to wipe clean. $50-$70 per gallon.

Flat or matte for ceilings — hides surface imperfections. $35-$50 per gallon.

Scuff-resistant formulations like Sherwin-Williams ProMar 700 or Benjamin Moore Ultra Spec 500 are popular

for Ottawa common areas.

Colour Considerations

Common area colours should be neutral and timeless — you're painting for the entire community, not

individual taste. Light, warm neutrals photograph well for real estate listings (which matters for resale values in

the complex) and make corridors feel brighter. Many Ottawa condo boards are moving away from beige toward

soft grey, greige, or warm white tones.

If you're on the board, consider getting colour consultation as part of the painting contract — some painters

include this, while standalone consultations run $150 to $300.
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Ontario Requirements

Any commercial painting contractor working on a condo common area in Ontario must carry:

WSIB coverage — verify active clearance before signing any contract

Commercial general liability insurance — typically $2 million minimum for condo work

Proof of workers' compensation for all crew members

Your condo board's property manager should verify these documents before work begins. Under Ontario law,

the condominium corporation can be held liable for injuries to uninsured workers on the property.

Getting Competitive Quotes

For common area painting, get three to four detailed written quotes that specify square footage, number of

coats, paint products, timeline, and how the work will be phased to minimize resident disruption. The Ottawa

Paint Contractors listings on the Ottawa Construction Network directory are a good starting point for finding

painters who handle multi-unit and commercial work. Make sure to ask for references from other Ottawa condo

or townhouse complexes they've painted — common area work requires a different skill set and logistics

approach than residential painting.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

Above All Painting Inc.

EasySave Painting

BR Wood Finishing

Tanner Irwin-Robertson

View all contractors ?

Q57

How much does it cost to repaint vinyl shutters on an Ottawa home?
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Repainting vinyl shutters is one of those small projects that makes a surprisingly big impact on your Ottawa home's

curb appeal — and the good news is it won't break the bank.

Typical Ottawa Pricing for Vinyl Shutter Painting

Most Ottawa painters charge $25 to $50 per shutter for a standard-sized pair, which puts a typical home with 8 to

12 shutters in the $200 to $600 range. That includes proper cleaning, priming, and two coats of a bonding paint

designed specifically for vinyl surfaces. If your shutters need to be removed, prepped off-site, and reinstalled,

expect to add $10 to $15 per shutter for the extra labour.

For a full breakdown:

Small shutters (under 40"): $25–$35 each

Standard shutters (40"–60"): $35–$50 each

Large or decorative shutters (60"+): $50–$75 each

Removal and reinstallation: $10–$15 per shutter additional

Full home (8–12 shutters, on-site): $200–$600 total

These Ottawa prices run about 10–15% below what you'd pay in the GTA, where the same project typically

lands between $300 and $700.

Why Vinyl Shutters Need Special Treatment

You can't just slap any old exterior paint on vinyl. Vinyl expands and contracts significantly with Ottawa's

extreme temperature swings — from -30°C in January to +35°C in July — and standard paint will crack and

peel within a single season. Your painter should be using a high-quality acrylic bonding paint formulated for

vinyl and plastics, like Sherwin-Williams VinylSafe or Benjamin Moore's Aura Exterior.

One critical rule: never choose a colour darker than the original shutter colour. Darker shades absorb more

heat, which can cause vinyl to warp and buckle. A good Ottawa painter will know this and steer you toward

appropriate colour options.

The Ottawa Climate Factor

Ottawa's climate is brutal on exterior finishes. The 200+ cm of annual snowfall, ice accumulation, and

repeated freeze-thaw cycles mean your shutters take a beating every winter. Proper surface preparation is

essential — that means power washing or hand-scrubbing with TSP, light sanding to create tooth for the

paint to grip, and applying a bonding primer before the topcoat.
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Timing matters too. The best window for painting vinyl shutters in Ottawa is mid-May through September,

when overnight temperatures stay reliably above 10°C. Paint applied in cooler conditions won't cure properly

and you'll be redoing the job next year.

DIY vs. Hiring a Pro

This is one of those projects where DIY is tempting but the results often disappoint. The cost of specialty vinyl

paint alone runs $50 to $80 per gallon, plus primer, and if the paint doesn't bond correctly you'll see peeling

within months. A professional painter has the right products, spray equipment for a smooth factory-like finish,

and the experience to prep vinyl correctly.

If you're considering a refresh, the painters listed in the Ottawa Construction Network directory specialize in

exterior work suited to our climate. Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors on the directory to find professionals who

understand the specific demands of painting vinyl in this region.

How Long Will the Results Last?

With proper prep and quality vinyl-safe paint, repainted shutters in Ottawa should hold up for 5 to 7 years before

needing a touch-up. That's a solid return on a $200–$600 investment, especially considering the curb appeal

boost.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

RenoMotion Inc.

The Granite shop

Nic’s D.U.C.T Works Inc

The Fixer

View all contractors ?
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Q58

What should I pay for a faux finish or decorative painting technique in Ottawa?

Decorative painting and faux finishes are where painting crosses into artistry — and the pricing reflects that. Here's

what Ottawa homeowners should realistically budget for these specialty techniques.

Ottawa Pricing for Common Faux Finishes

Faux finishing is priced per square foot rather than per room, since the complexity varies enormously. Here's what

you'll typically see in the Ottawa market:

Colour washing / rag rolling: $4–$8 per sq ft

Sponging: $3–$6 per sq ft

Strié (dragging): $6–$10 per sq ft

Venetian plaster: $10–$18 per sq ft

Metallic or pearlescent finish: $6–$12 per sq ft

Faux marble or stone: $12–$25 per sq ft

Faux wood grain: $10–$20 per sq ft

Trompe l'oeil / murals: $20–$50+ per sq ft

For a typical accent wall of about 80–120 sq ft, you're looking at $320 to $960 for a mid-range technique like

colour washing, or $800 to $2,160 for Venetian plaster. A full room (roughly 400–500 sq ft of wall space) with a

basic decorative finish runs $1,200 to $4,000, while high-end techniques like faux marble can push a single

room past $5,000.

Ottawa pricing is generally 10–15% below Toronto rates for the same techniques, though truly skilled

decorative painters are in shorter supply here, which can narrow that gap for premium work.

What Drives the Cost Up or Down

Technique complexity is the biggest factor. Simple sponging takes a few hours per wall; Venetian plaster

requires multiple layers applied and burnished by hand, sometimes over two or three days for a single room.

Other cost drivers include:

Number of colours: Multi-tone techniques cost more than single-colour effects

Surface condition: Walls need to be perfectly smooth — any patching, skim coating, or drywall repair adds

$2–$4 per sq ft
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Ceiling height: Standard 8-foot walls are straightforward; vaulted or cathedral ceilings require scaffolding and

add 25–40% to labour

Samples and testing: Most decorative painters will create 2–3 sample boards at $75–$150 each so you can

approve the look before committing

Choosing the Right Decorative Painter

Not every painter offers faux finishing — this is genuinely specialized work. When evaluating quotes, ask to see

a physical portfolio of completed projects, not just stock photos. A skilled decorative painter should be able to

create a sample on your actual wall (not just a board) so you can see how the technique interacts with your

room's lighting.

Be wary of quotes that seem too low. A "Venetian plaster" job at $5 per sq ft is almost certainly a textured paint

product, not true lime-based Venetian plaster. The materials alone for authentic Venetian plaster cost $8–$12

per sq ft.

Ottawa-Specific Considerations

Ottawa's dry winter heating season (indoor humidity often drops below 20%) can affect certain water-based

decorative finishes during application. The best time for interior faux finishing is spring or fall, when humidity

levels are moderate and the work cures evenly. Your painter may recommend a humidifier running in the

room during winter applications.

For homes in Ottawa's heritage districts like the Glebe, Sandy Hill, or New Edinburgh, decorative finishes

can complement period architecture beautifully. Venetian plaster and colour washing are particularly popular in

these neighbourhoods.

The Ottawa Construction Network directory lists painters with decorative specialties — search Ottawa Paint

Contractors to find professionals who showcase faux finishing in their service offerings. Always get at least two

quotes, as pricing for decorative work varies more than standard painting.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

RenoMotion Inc.

Speedy Pete's Inc
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Floor-2-Wall Inc

CONSTRUST BK INC

View all contractors ?

Q59

How much does it cost to paint a vaulted ceiling in an Ottawa home?

Vaulted ceilings are gorgeous architectural features — but they're significantly more expensive to paint than

standard flat ceilings. The height, angles, and equipment requirements all add up.

Ottawa Pricing for Vaulted Ceiling Painting

Here's what Ottawa homeowners typically pay:

Standard flat ceiling (8–9 ft): $1.50–$2.50 per sq ft

Vaulted ceiling (10–14 ft): $3.00–$5.00 per sq ft

Cathedral ceiling (15–20 ft): $5.00–$8.00 per sq ft

Extreme height (20+ ft): $8.00–$12.00+ per sq ft

For a typical Ottawa living room with a vaulted ceiling covering 200–300 sq ft, budget $600 to $1,500 for a

quality two-coat job. A large great room with a cathedral peak at 18–20 feet and 400+ sq ft of ceiling area can

run $2,000 to $4,800, depending on access challenges.

These prices are 10–12% below comparable GTA rates, where scaffolding costs and labour premiums push

the same work higher.

Why Vaulted Ceilings Cost So Much More

Equipment is the main cost driver. A standard ceiling can be rolled from a step ladder or even the floor with

an extension pole. Vaulted ceilings require:

Interior scaffolding rental: $150–$400 per day, and most vaulted ceiling jobs take 1–2 days of actual painting

plus setup and teardown

Specialized extension poles: 12–18 foot poles for reaching peaks

Drop protection: More extensive floor and furniture covering due to drip risk at height

Additional labour: Many painters work in pairs on vaulted ceilings for safety and efficiency
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The setup and takedown time for scaffolding can add half a day to the project — time you're paying for even

though no paint is going on the ceiling.

Factors That Affect Your Final Price

Ceiling features make a big difference:

Exposed beams: Add $15–$30 per linear foot if they're being painted or stained

Skylights: Each skylight well adds $75–$150 for careful cutting-in

Tongue-and-groove or plank ceilings: Increase prep and painting time by 30–50%

Textured vs. smooth: Textured ceilings (like stucco or knockdown) use more paint and take longer

Colour change: Going from dark to light requires primer plus extra coats — add 40–60% to the base price

Condition of the existing surface also matters. Vaulted ceilings in Ottawa homes often show stress cracks at

the peak junction where the angled sections meet. These need to be taped, mudded, and sanded before

painting — typically $100–$250 in additional prep.

Ottawa Climate Impact on Ceiling Paint

Ottawa's extreme temperature swings cause more structural movement than most Canadian cities, and vaulted

ceilings are particularly susceptible. The large uninterrupted surface area expands and contracts with

seasonal heating cycles, which is why hairline cracks are so common at the peak.

A good Ottawa painter will use flexible ceiling paint and may recommend elastomeric primer on crack-prone

areas. This adds $50–$100 in material cost but prevents cracks from telegraphing through the new paint within

the first winter.

During Ottawa's dry heating season (November–March), indoor humidity drops significantly, which affects paint

drying and adhesion. Professional painters typically recommend scheduling interior ceiling work for spring

or fall when conditions are ideal.

Getting the Best Value

If you're already painting a vaulted ceiling, consider doing the upper walls at the same time. The scaffolding is

already set up, so adding the upper wall sections often costs just $200–$400 more rather than paying for a

separate scaffolding setup later.

Get quotes from painters experienced with height work — not every residential painter is comfortable or properly

equipped for vaulted ceilings. The Ottawa Construction Network directory features Ottawa Paint

Contractors who list their capabilities, making it easier to find painters with the right equipment and experience
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for this type of work.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

Above All Painting Inc.

BFI Renovations

Pure Flow Water Solutions inc.

Innovation Concrete Grind & Polish

View all contractors ?

Q60

What is the average price for painting a bathroom vanity cabinet in Ottawa?

Painting a bathroom vanity is one of the most cost-effective bathroom upgrades you can do — turning a dated oak

or laminate cabinet into something that looks brand new for a fraction of the replacement cost.

Ottawa Pricing for Vanity Cabinet Painting

Here's what you'll typically pay in the Ottawa market:

Single vanity (24"–36"): $250–$450

Standard vanity (36"–48"): $350–$550

Double vanity (48"–72"): $500–$800

Double vanity with tower/linen cabinet: $700–$1,100

These prices include proper preparation, priming, two coats of cabinet-grade paint, and reassembly.

Hardware is typically removed and reinstalled but not replaced — new hardware is an additional $5–$25 per pull

or knob.

Ottawa rates run about 10–15% below what the same work costs in the GTA, where a single vanity repaint

commonly starts at $350.

What's Included in a Professional Vanity Paint Job
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A proper cabinet painting process involves more steps than most homeowners realize:

Removal of doors, drawers, and hardware — all pieces labelled

Cleaning and degreasing — bathroom vanities collect soap residue, moisture damage, and product buildup

Sanding — 150-grit to create adhesion for primer

Filling — any dents, scratches, or worn edges get wood filler

Priming — bonding primer is essential, especially on laminate or thermofoil

Two coats of cabinet paint — sprayed for a smooth, factory-like finish

Light sanding between coats — 220-grit for a glass-smooth result

Reassembly and hardware reinstallation

The difference between a $250 job and a $550 job usually comes down to spray vs. brush/roller application

and the quality of primer and topcoat. Sprayed finishes look dramatically better on cabinets — no brush

marks, no roller stipple, just a clean factory appearance.

Material Choices Matter Enormously

Bathroom vanities face constant humidity exposure, so the paint and primer selection is critical. Your painter

should be using:

Bonding primer: Zinsser BIN (shellac-based) or STIX for laminate surfaces — $25–$40 per quart

Cabinet-grade enamel: Benjamin Moore Advance, Sherwin-Williams Emerald Urethane, or a catalyzed lacquer

— $50–$85 per quart

Clear topcoat (optional but recommended): adds water resistance and durability — $30–$50 per quart

Cheap latex wall paint on a bathroom vanity is a recipe for peeling within months. If a quote seems too low, ask

what products they're using.

Ottawa-Specific Considerations

Ottawa's dry winter heating season creates challenging conditions for cabinet painting. Indoor humidity can

drop below 20%, which causes water-based paints to dry too quickly and show lap marks. Professional painters

either use slow-drying additives (like Floetrol) or schedule bathroom cabinet work during moderate weather.

Conversely, if your bathroom has poor ventilation — common in older Ottawa homes in neighbourhoods like

Alta Vista, Westboro, or the Glebe — excess moisture can compromise fresh paint adhesion. Your painter

may recommend improving bathroom ventilation before painting, or at minimum running a dehumidifier for 48
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hours after completion.

DIY vs. Professional

Vanity painting is one project where the DIY results are often visibly inferior to professional work. The main

issues are:

Brush and roller marks are extremely visible on small cabinet surfaces

Improper primer leads to chipping and peeling within weeks

Insufficient cure time — cabinet paint needs 7–14 days to fully harden, and reinstalling doors too early

leaves permanent marks

For a single vanity, the material cost alone runs $75–$150 for quality products, so you're really only saving

$150–$300 by doing it yourself — and risking a finish that looks obviously hand-painted.

To find painters experienced with cabinet refinishing in Ottawa, check the Ottawa Construction Network

directory and search Ottawa Paint Contractors. Cabinet painting is a specialty, so look for painters who

specifically list it as a service rather than general interior painters.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

Valcor Construction

The Granite shop

Diamond renovations

View all contractors ?
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Q61

How much does lead paint encapsulation cost per room in an older Ottawa
home?

Lead paint is a serious concern in Ottawa, where a significant portion of our housing stock predates the 1991

federal ban on lead paint — and homes built before 1960 almost certainly have lead-based paint somewhere.

Encapsulation is one of the safest and most cost-effective ways to deal with it.

Ottawa Pricing for Lead Paint Encapsulation

Professional lead paint encapsulation in Ottawa typically costs:

Small room (bedroom, 100–120 sq ft floor): $800–$1,500

Medium room (living room, 150–200 sq ft floor): $1,200–$2,200

Large room (great room, 250+ sq ft floor): $1,800–$3,200

Per square foot of wall/ceiling surface: $4–$8

Trim, baseboards, and window frames only: $300–$600 per room

For comparison, full lead paint removal (abatement) costs $8–$15+ per sq ft — roughly double the

encapsulation price — plus generates hazardous waste disposal fees of $200–$500 per room. Encapsulation is

the more practical choice for most Ottawa homeowners.

Ottawa pricing runs 10–15% below GTA rates, where encapsulation typically starts at $6 per sq ft.

What Lead Paint Encapsulation Involves

Encapsulation isn't just "painting over it." It's a specific process using specially formulated encapsulant

coatings that create a durable, flexible barrier over the lead paint:

Testing and assessment: Confirm lead presence with XRF testing ($150–$300 for a full room) or lab analysis

of paint chips ($30–$50 per sample)

Surface preparation: Stabilize any loose or peeling paint — this is critical, as encapsulant won't bond to flaking

surfaces

Containment setup: Plastic sheeting on floors, furniture moved or covered, HVAC vents sealed

Encapsulant application: Two coats of a certified lead encapsulant (not regular paint) that meets ASTM

E1795 standards

Clearance and documentation: Written record of encapsulation for future owners
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Ontario Regulatory Requirements

Ontario takes lead paint seriously. Under Ontario Regulation 278/05 and the Occupational Health and Safety

Act, any work that disturbs lead paint requires:

Workers must be trained in lead-safe work practices

WSIB coverage is mandatory for all workers on the job

Proper containment to prevent lead dust from spreading to other rooms

HEPA-filtered equipment for any sanding or scraping

Waste disposal following Ontario Ministry of the Environment guidelines

If you have children under 6 or pregnant family members, Health Canada recommends temporary relocation

during the work and for 24 hours after completion.

Ottawa's Older Neighbourhoods — Know Your Risk

Certain Ottawa neighbourhoods have a particularly high concentration of pre-1960 homes where lead paint is

almost guaranteed:

Sandy Hill: Many Victorian-era homes and converted mansions

The Glebe: Predominantly 1900s–1940s construction

Old Ottawa South: Largely pre-war housing stock

Centretown: Mix of Victorian and early 20th-century homes

Lowertown: Some of Ottawa's oldest residential buildings

New Edinburgh: Historic district with heritage homes

If your home is in one of these areas and was built before 1960, assume lead paint is present until testing

proves otherwise. Homes in Ottawa's heritage conservation districts may have additional requirements — the

City of Ottawa's heritage staff can advise on approved approaches.

Encapsulation vs. Removal — Which to Choose?

Encapsulation is appropriate when:

Lead paint is on walls, ceilings, and non-friction surfaces

The existing paint is in stable condition (not heavily peeling or chalking)

You want the most cost-effective solution

Removal (abatement) is necessary when:
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Lead paint is on window sashes, door jambs, or stair treads — friction surfaces where encapsulant will wear

through

Paint is severely deteriorated with extensive peeling

You're doing major renovations that will disturb the painted surfaces anyway

Most older Ottawa homes benefit from a combination approach: encapsulate walls and ceilings, remove lead

paint from windows and friction surfaces.

Finding Qualified Contractors

Not every painter is qualified for lead work. You need someone with specific training in lead-safe practices and

the right equipment. The Ottawa Construction Network directory lists Ottawa Paint Contractors who handle

lead encapsulation — look for those who reference lead-safe certification and HEPA equipment in their profiles.

Always verify WSIB coverage before work begins on any lead paint project.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

JC Carpentry

EasySave Painting

Renovo Construction

Prism Services

View all contractors ?

Q62

What should I budget for exterior painting on a stucco home in Ottawa?

Stucco exteriors are increasingly common across Ottawa — from newer builds in Barrhaven and Kanata to older

stucco-over-masonry homes in established neighbourhoods. Painting stucco costs more than painting siding due to

the textured surface and the prep work involved.

Ottawa Pricing for Exterior Stucco Painting
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Here's what Ottawa homeowners should budget:

Small home (under 1,200 sq ft, bungalow): $3,000–$5,000

Average home (1,200–2,000 sq ft, two-storey): $4,500–$7,500

Large home (2,000–3,000 sq ft): $7,000–$11,000

Per square foot of stucco surface: $3.50–$6.50

These prices include power washing, crack repair, priming problem areas, and two coats of elastomeric

or high-quality acrylic paint. They're about 10–15% below GTA rates, where the same work typically runs

$4.50–$7.50 per sq ft.

Why Stucco Costs More Than Other Exteriors

Stucco absorbs paint like a sponge. The porous, textured surface requires 30–50% more paint than smooth

siding for the same coverage area. A two-storey stucco home that would need 15 gallons of paint if it were vinyl

siding will use 20–25 gallons on stucco. At $60–$85 per gallon for quality exterior paint, that's a significant

material cost difference.

Additional cost factors:

Crack repair: Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles cause hairline to moderate stucco cracking — patching runs $3–$8

per linear foot depending on severity

Efflorescence removal: White salt deposits common on Ottawa stucco need chemical treatment before

painting — $200–$400 for a typical home

Moisture testing: Stucco traps moisture behind it, and painting over wet stucco guarantees failure. Professional

painters should do moisture meter readings before starting

Scaffolding: Stucco homes often have limited eave overhang, requiring more scaffolding for upper sections —

$300–$800 depending on height

The Ottawa Climate Challenge

Stucco in Ottawa takes an absolute beating. Our climate combines the worst conditions for stucco paint:

-30°C winters cause extreme contraction and cracking

200+ cm of annual snowfall means prolonged moisture contact at the base

Spring freeze-thaw cycles (March–April) drive water into cracks that then expand when freezing

Summer heat up to +35°C causes expansion and UV degradation
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This is why elastomeric paint is the gold standard for Ottawa stucco. Unlike regular exterior paint, elastomeric

coatings stretch up to 300–500% without cracking, bridging hairline cracks as the stucco expands and contracts.

Elastomeric paint costs about $75–$100 per gallon versus $50–$70 for standard exterior acrylic, but the

longevity difference is dramatic — 10–15 years versus 5–7 years.

Stucco Prep Is Non-Negotiable

The most important part of painting stucco is what happens before the first coat goes on:

Power washing: Must be done at the right pressure — too high damages stucco, too low doesn't clean it.

Professional painters use 1,500–2,000 PSI with a wide fan tip

Dry time: Stucco needs 48–72 hours to fully dry after washing. In Ottawa's humid summer weather, this may

extend to 4–5 days

Crack assessment: Every crack needs to be evaluated. Hairline cracks can be bridged by elastomeric paint.

Cracks wider than 1/8 inch need to be filled with elastomeric caulk, not rigid fillers that will crack again

Stucco patching: Missing or spalled stucco sections need patching that matches the existing texture —

$15–$30 per patch

Priming: Bare patches and repairs need alkali-resistant primer to prevent the lime in stucco from degrading

the topcoat

Timing Your Project

The painting window for exterior stucco in Ottawa is mid-May through mid-October, with the sweet spot being

June through September. Stucco needs warmer temperatures to accept paint properly — most manufacturers

specify a minimum of 10°C and rising at application time.

Book early. Ottawa's short exterior painting season means good painters fill their schedules by March or April. If

you're planning a stucco paint job, start getting quotes in February or March for summer execution.

Search Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find exterior painters who

specifically list stucco experience — it's a different skill set than painting wood siding or trim, and the results

depend heavily on the crew's experience with this material.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting
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RenoMotion Inc.

Dump n Dash Hauling

Pure Flow Water Solutions inc.

MAK Construction and Development Inc

View all contractors ?

Q63

How much does it cost to repaint a previously wallpapered room in Ottawa?

Painting over wallpaper removal is one of the most common — and most frequently underestimated — painting

projects in Ottawa homes. The wallpaper itself is only half the battle; the wall repair afterwards is what drives the

cost.

Ottawa Pricing Breakdown

Here's what to expect in the Ottawa market:

Wallpaper removal + painting (full service):

Small bedroom (100–120 sq ft floor): $800–$1,400

Average room (150–200 sq ft floor): $1,200–$2,000

Large living/dining room (250+ sq ft floor): $1,800–$3,000

Wallpaper removal only (per sq ft of wall):

Standard strippable wallpaper: $1.50–$2.50 per sq ft

Painted-over wallpaper: $2.50–$4.00 per sq ft

Vinyl wallpaper: $2.00–$3.50 per sq ft

Multiple layers: $3.50–$5.00+ per sq ft

Wall repair after removal (per sq ft):

Light skim coat: $1.50–$2.50 per sq ft

Heavy skim coat (full walls): $2.50–$4.00 per sq ft

Drywall patching (where paper tore): $3.00–$5.00 per sq ft

Painting (after walls are prepped):
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Two coats with primer: $2.00–$3.50 per sq ft

All-in, Ottawa pricing runs about 10–15% below the GTA for equivalent work.

The Hidden Costs Most Homeowners Miss

The biggest variable in this project is what's under the wallpaper. In older Ottawa homes — particularly those

in the Glebe, Rockcliffe Park, Old Ottawa South, and Westboro — you might find:

Plaster walls (pre-1960s homes): Wallpaper removal from plaster is generally cleaner than drywall, but any

damaged plaster sections need proper lime-based patching — $200–$500 per room if significant repairs are

needed

Unprimed drywall: If the original installer hung wallpaper directly onto unprimed drywall (alarmingly common in

1970s–1990s Ottawa homes), the paper facing of the drywall will tear off with the wallpaper. This means the

entire wall needs skim coating — potentially adding $500–$1,000 per room

Multiple layers: Opening walls in some older Ottawa homes reveals 3, 4, even 5 layers of wallpaper

accumulated over decades. Each layer adds time and cost to removal

What a Professional Job Looks Like

Here's the process a skilled painter follows:

Score the wallpaper with a perforation tool to allow stripping solution to penetrate

Apply wallpaper remover (enzyme-based solutions work best) and allow dwell time

Strip wallpaper in sections using broad scrapers — this is tedious, messy work

Remove adhesive residue — often requires a second wash with TSP or wallpaper remover

Assess wall damage — this is where the real scope becomes clear

Skim coat as needed — thin layers of drywall compound over the entire wall to create a smooth surface

Sand smooth — 150-grit, then 220-grit

Prime with a high-quality sealing primer (Zinsser Gardz is the industry standard for post-wallpaper walls — it

seals the paper fibres and prevents bubbling)

Two coats of finish paint

Can You Just Paint Over Wallpaper?

Technically yes, but it's rarely a good idea. The seams will show through paint, any loose edges will lift further,

and Ottawa's humidity fluctuations (from bone-dry 15% in winter to 70%+ in summer) will cause wallpaper
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paste to soften and bubble under the paint. If you're investing in painting, invest in proper removal first.

The one exception: vinyl wallpaper in good condition with no seam lifting can sometimes be successfully

painted with a bonding primer. A professional can assess whether this is viable for your specific situation.

Getting Accurate Quotes

Because the wall condition under wallpaper is unpredictable, many Ottawa painters quote wallpaper removal in

two phases: a firm price for removal and a wall repair estimate that may be adjusted once the wallpaper is off

and they can see the actual condition. This is reasonable — a painter who gives a firm fixed price without

knowing what's underneath is either padding the quote significantly or planning to cut corners on wall prep.

Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters who

specifically list wallpaper removal as a service. This is a labour-intensive specialty that not every painter enjoys

or excels at.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

ALTIOR CONSTRUCTION

Ottawa Caulking

Titley Construction

View all contractors ?
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Q64

What is the price for painting a metal railing and balcony on an Ottawa home?

Metal railings and balconies are exposed to the worst of Ottawa's climate, and proper painting is essential to

prevent rust and maintain safety. Here's what this work costs and why you shouldn't cut corners on it.

Ottawa Pricing for Metal Railing and Balcony Painting

Railings:

Simple straight railing (per linear foot): $12–$25

Ornamental/decorative railing (per linear foot): $20–$40

Front porch railing (typical 10–15 ft): $150–$400

Deck railing (typical 30–50 ft): $400–$1,000

Staircase balustrade (interior): $250–$600

Balconies:

Small balcony (railing + floor, 20–40 sq ft): $400–$800

Medium balcony (40–80 sq ft): $700–$1,400

Large balcony or multiple balconies: $1,200–$2,500+

Rust repair surcharges:

Light surface rust: included in prep at above prices

Moderate rust with pitting: add $5–$10 per linear foot

Heavy rust requiring wire wheel/grinding: add $10–$20 per linear foot

Structural rust sections needing welding: $75–$200 per repair (often subcontracted to a welder)

Ottawa pricing is 10–15% below GTA rates for the same metalwork painting.

Why Metal Painting in Ottawa Is Different

Ottawa's climate is arguably the harshest in any major Canadian city for metal surfaces:

Road salt spray: Homes near major roads (Bronson, Carling, Bank Street, the Queensway corridor) get salt

mist all winter that accelerates corrosion dramatically

Temperature swings of 60°C+: From -30°C to +35°C means extreme expansion and contraction cycles that

crack inferior paint
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200+ cm of snow: Snow and ice sitting on balcony floors and against railing bases creates prolonged moisture

contact

Freeze-thaw cycles: Water gets into paint cracks, freezes, expands, and peels the coating away from the metal

This is why using the right paint system matters more than almost any other factor.

The Proper Paint System for Ottawa Metal

A professional metal painting job should follow this sequence:

Rust removal: Wire brushing, sanding, or grinding to remove all loose rust and flaking paint down to bright

metal or firmly adhered previous coats

Degreasing: Solvent wipe to remove oils and contaminants

Rust converter (if any rust remains): Chemical treatment that converts iron oxide to a stable, paintable surface

— $15–$25 per quart

Rust-inhibitive primer: This is the critical coat. Products like Rustoleum Professional or Benjamin Moore's

DTM (Direct to Metal) primer provide the corrosion barrier — $40–$60 per quart

Two coats of DTM enamel: Semi-gloss or gloss for maximum durability and water shedding — $45–$70 per

quart

The entire system needs to be compatible — mixing primer and topcoat brands or types (alkyd primer with

latex topcoat, for example) can cause adhesion failures. A good painter uses a matched system from one

manufacturer.

Timing Is Everything

Metal painting in Ottawa has a narrower weather window than most exterior work. Metal surfaces need to be:

Completely dry — no morning dew, no recent rain

Above 10°C at application AND for 8 hours after

Not in direct blazing sun — overheated metal causes paint to dry too fast and not bond properly

The ideal conditions are overcast days in June through September with temperatures between 15°C and

25°C. Morning application (after dew evaporates around 9–10 AM) on the shaded side of the building is

textbook.

Ontario Building Code Considerations
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Railings aren't just cosmetic — they're life-safety components governed by the Ontario Building Code (OBC)

. If your painter discovers that a railing is structurally compromised by rust (common on older Ottawa balconies),

it needs to be repaired or replaced, not just painted over. Key OBC requirements:

Guard height: Minimum 1,070 mm (42") for balconies and elevated decks

Baluster spacing: Maximum 100 mm (4") between pickets

Structural integrity: Must withstand specified loads without deflection

A responsible painter will flag structural concerns rather than just paint over them.

For metal railing and balcony painting specialists in Ottawa, the Ottawa Construction Network directory lists

Ottawa Paint Contractors with exterior metalwork experience. This is a niche skill — you want someone who

understands corrosion prevention, not just colour application.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

Dump n Dash Hauling

ARTEXPRO Tile & Finishes

Engur Construction

View all contractors ?

Q65

How much does it cost to paint a new construction home interior in Ottawa?

If you've just purchased or built a new construction home in Ottawa, you might be wondering whether to go with the

builder's paint package or hire your own painter. Here's the full cost picture.

Ottawa Pricing for New Construction Interior Painting

By home size (complete interior — walls, ceilings, trim, doors, closets):

1,200–1,500 sq ft (townhome/condo): $4,000–$7,000
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1,500–2,000 sq ft (semi or small single): $6,000–$9,000

2,000–2,800 sq ft (average single family): $8,000–$13,000

2,800–3,500 sq ft (large single family): $12,000–$18,000

3,500+ sq ft (executive/custom home): $16,000–$25,000+

By component (per sq ft of surface painted):

Walls only: $1.50–$2.50 per sq ft

Ceilings: $1.25–$2.00 per sq ft

Trim and baseboards: $2.00–$3.50 per linear foot

Interior doors (per door): $75–$150 each

Closet interiors: $100–$200 per closet

Ottawa new construction painting rates run 10–15% below GTA pricing, where a 2,000 sq ft home typically

starts at $9,000–$10,000.

Builder's Paint Package vs. Hiring Your Own Painter

Most Ottawa builders (Minto, Mattamy, Claridge, Cardel, eQ Homes, Uniform) offer a basic paint package

included in the purchase price. Here's what you need to know:

Builder's included package (typical):

One colour throughout (usually builder-grade white or off-white)

One coat of cheap contractor-grade paint (like CIL Dulux or basic PPG)

Flat finish on walls, eggshell on trim

Applied by spray with minimal back-rolling

No touch-ups after possession

Builder's upgrade package ($3,000–$8,000 extra):

2–3 accent colours

Better quality paint (sometimes)

Still typically one coat

Hiring your own painter after possession:

Full colour selection — as many colours as you want

Two coats of premium paint (Benjamin Moore Regal, Sherwin-Williams Cashmere, etc.)

Proper roller application with back-rolling for even coverage
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Touch-ups after furniture move-in

Dramatically better finish quality

The catch: if you hire your own painter after possession, you're essentially paying to paint over the builder's

paint — the walls aren't truly bare. However, most Ottawa painters who do new construction work will give you a

slightly better rate because the surfaces are smooth, clean, and require zero repair work.

Why Builder Paint Is Worth Replacing

Builder-grade paint is the cheapest available — typically $15–$25 per gallon compared to $50–$85 for quality

retail paint. The practical differences:

Coverage: Builder paint is thin and transparent. You can often see the drywall primer through it, especially in

raking light

Durability: One coat of cheap flat paint scuffs, marks, and stains almost immediately. Within months of moving

in, your walls will show every furniture bump, handprint, and scuff mark

Washability: Builder-grade flat paint cannot be washed without removing the finish. Quality eggshell or matte

paint wipes clean

Colour accuracy: Thin paint doesn't achieve true colour depth — colours look washed out and uneven

The Smart Approach for Ottawa New Builds

Many savvy Ottawa homebuyers take the builder's basic (free) package and then hire their own painter

before moving furniture in. This is the most cost-effective approach because:

The builder's single coat acts as an adequate primer

Empty rooms are 50% faster to paint than furnished ones — lower labour cost

You get exactly the colours and quality you want

No furniture protection costs (typically $200–$500 in an occupied home)

For a typical 2,000 sq ft new build painted before move-in, you can expect to save 15–20% compared to

painting after you're settled in.

Timing in Ottawa's New Build Market

Ottawa's new construction closing dates tend to cluster in spring and fall. This means painters are in high

demand during these periods. If your closing date is flexible, winter closings (December–February) often get

better painting rates because it's the slow season for painters.
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However, brand new homes in Ottawa need time for drywall mud to fully cure and humidity to stabilize.

Painting too soon after possession — especially if the home wasn't properly climate-controlled during

construction — can lead to paint adhesion issues. Most painters recommend waiting 2–4 weeks after the HVAC

system has been running.

Search Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters experienced

with new construction work. Look for those who specifically mention new build or builder upgrade painting in

their services — the workflow is different from renovation painting and experienced new-construction painters

work significantly faster.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

Above All Painting Inc.

Don Sincennes Painting

Prism Services

Denys Builds Designs Renovations

View all contractors ?

Q66

What should I budget for annual deck maintenance staining in Ottawa?

Deck maintenance staining is one of those annual or biannual investments that either saves you thousands in the

long run or — if neglected — leads to a full deck replacement costing $15,000 to $40,000. Here's exactly what it

costs in Ottawa.

Ottawa Pricing for Deck Staining

By deck size:

Small deck (under 150 sq ft): $350–$700

Average deck (150–300 sq ft): $600–$1,200

Large deck (300–500 sq ft): $1,000–$2,000

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



Extra-large deck (500+ sq ft): $1,800–$3,500+

By component:

Deck floor: $2.50–$4.50 per sq ft

Railing system: $8–$15 per linear foot (spindles are labour-intensive)

Stairs: $50–$100 per flight

Power washing (deck only): $150–$350

Sanding/stripping old stain: $1.50–$3.00 per sq ft additional

Ottawa rates are about 10–15% below the GTA, where average deck staining starts closer to $3.50 per sq ft.

Annual vs. Biannual — What Ottawa Decks Actually Need

The honest answer depends on your stain type and sun exposure:

Semi-transparent stain in full sun: Recoat every 1–2 years

Semi-transparent in shade: Recoat every 2–3 years

Solid stain in full sun: Recoat every 2–3 years

Solid stain in shade: Recoat every 3–4 years

Clear sealers/water repellents: Recoat annually without exception

Ottawa's climate demands more frequent maintenance than most Canadian cities. The combination of -30°C

winters, 200+ cm of snow sitting on the deck surface for months, and intense summer UV means stain

breaks down faster here than in milder climates. A deck that might go 3 years between staining in Vancouver

needs attention every 1–2 years in Ottawa.

The Ottawa Deck Maintenance Calendar

Timing your deck staining correctly makes a huge difference in durability:

Best time: Late May to mid-June

Temperatures consistently above 10°C overnight

Wood has dried from spring snowmelt

Full summer of UV curing ahead

Stain has maximum time to penetrate and harden before winter

Second best: September

Lower humidity than summer
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Cooler temperatures allow slower, more even absorption

Still warm enough for proper curing

Avoid:

July–August if possible — extreme heat causes stain to dry too fast on the surface without penetrating the

wood

October and later — Ottawa nights drop below 5°C, and stain won't cure properly

Immediately after rain — wood needs 48–72 hours of dry weather before and after staining

What Proper Deck Maintenance Looks Like

A professional deck staining service in Ottawa should include:

Inspection: Check for loose boards, popped nails/screws, split wood, and soft spots — address structural

issues before cosmetic ones

Cleaning: Power wash at 1,000–1,500 PSI with a wood-safe cleaning solution. Higher pressure damages wood

fibres and creates a fuzzy surface that won't accept stain evenly

Brightening (often skipped by amateurs): A wood brightener (oxalic acid-based) restores the wood's pH after

cleaning and opens the grain for better stain absorption — $30–$50 in materials

Drying time: 48–72 hours minimum between washing and staining

Stain application: Two thin coats are better than one thick coat. Back-brushing after rolling or spraying

ensures stain penetrates the grain rather than pooling on the surface

Stain Selection for Ottawa Conditions

Not all stains perform equally in our climate:

Oil-based stains (Cabot, Sikkens): Better penetration, richer colour, better freeze-thaw resistance. Longer

drying time. Cost: $45–$65 per gallon

Water-based stains (Benjamin Moore Arborcoat, Behr): Easier cleanup, faster drying, lower VOC. May not

penetrate as deeply. Cost: $40–$60 per gallon

Hybrid stains (TWP, Armstrong Clark): Oil-modified water-based formulas that combine benefits of both.

Increasingly popular with Ottawa pros. Cost: $50–$70 per gallon

For horizontal deck surfaces in Ottawa, oil-based or hybrid stains outperform pure water-based in freeze-

thaw resistance testing. The investment in better product pays off in longer recoat intervals.
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The Cost of Neglecting Deck Maintenance

Skipping one year of staining in Ottawa is recoverable — you'll need extra prep (light sanding, possibly stripping)

but the wood is usually still sound. Skipping two or more years leads to:

Grey, weathered wood that needs aggressive sanding or chemical stripping — $1.50–$3.00 per sq ft

additional cost

Board warping and cupping from unprotected moisture cycling

Soft spots and rot that require board replacement at $15–$30 per board plus labour

An annual or biannual $600–$1,200 maintenance staining is far cheaper than a $3,000–$5,000 restoration or

a $15,000+ deck replacement.

Find experienced deck staining professionals through Ottawa Paint Contractors listed in the Ottawa

Construction Network directory. Deck work requires different skills and products than interior or even exterior

wall painting, so look for painters who specifically feature deck maintenance in their services.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

Capital City Drywall

Best Hand2Hand moving company

Custom By Arie

View all contractors ?
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Q67

How much does it cost to paint laundry room walls with mould-resistant paint in
Ottawa?

Laundry rooms are one of the most moisture-prone spaces in any Ottawa home, and given our climate where

windows stay sealed tight from November through April, mould-resistant paint is not a luxury here — it is a

necessity. Let me walk you through what this project actually costs and why cutting corners on product selection

will cost you more down the road.

Typical Ottawa Pricing for Mould-Resistant Laundry Room Painting

For a standard laundry room (roughly 60-80 square feet of wall space), Ottawa painters typically charge between

$350 and $700 for a complete repaint using mould-resistant paint. That includes proper prep, priming, and two

coats of a quality mould-inhibiting product.

Here is how the costs generally break down:

Small laundry room (40-60 sq ft wall area): $350 to $500

Medium laundry room (60-100 sq ft wall area): $500 to $650

Larger or combination laundry/mudroom: $600 to $850

These prices are roughly 10-15% below what you would pay in the GTA for comparable work, which is

consistent with Ottawa's painting market overall.

What Drives the Cost

Product selection is the single biggest variable. Standard interior latex runs about $40-55 per gallon, while

dedicated mould-resistant paints like Benjamin Moore Aura Bath & Spa or Zinsser Perma-White run $55-

75 per gallon. The premium is modest for a small room, usually adding only $30-60 in material cost, but the

protection is significant.

Surface preparation matters enormously in a laundry room. If there is existing mould or mildew staining, the

painter needs to treat the walls with a mould-killing primer like Zinsser Mold Killing Primer before applying the

topcoat. This adds $100-200 to the project but skipping it means the mould will bleed right through your new

paint within months.

Ottawa's climate makes laundry rooms especially vulnerable. When outdoor temperatures drop to -25 or -30

degrees Celsius, homes are sealed tight and indoor humidity spikes. Your dryer vent, washing machine, and

drying racks all pump moisture into a small enclosed space. Without proper mould-resistant paint, you are
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looking at peeling, bubbling, and black mould growth within a year or two.

What to Expect From a Professional Job

A proper mould-resistant laundry room paint job should include:

Cleaning and degreasing all wall surfaces (laundry rooms accumulate detergent film)

Mould treatment if any existing growth is present

Mould-killing primer on all surfaces, not just affected areas

Two full coats of mould-resistant paint in a satin or semi-gloss finish (these sheens resist moisture better

than flat or eggshell)

Caulking around any gaps near plumbing penetrations or window frames

Protection of flooring, appliances, and fixtures

The entire project typically takes one full day for a professional crew, sometimes stretching to a day and a half

if mould remediation is needed.

Should You Go DIY?

For a handy homeowner, the materials alone would run $120-200 (primer, paint, supplies). But here is where I

would caution you: if there is any existing mould, this is not a cosmetic problem. Under the Ontario Building

Code, mould in living spaces can become a health and safety concern, and improper treatment just seals the

problem behind a fresh coat. A professional painter knows to check whether the mould is surface-level or has

penetrated the drywall, and whether the underlying moisture source needs to be addressed first.

Finding the Right Ottawa Painter

When getting quotes, ask specifically about their mould-resistant product line and whether the quote includes

mould-killing primer. Some painters will quote standard paint and charge extra for the mould-resistant upgrade

— make sure you are comparing equivalent scopes.

Browse the Ottawa Construction Network directory to connect with experienced local painters who handle

moisture-prone spaces regularly. Ottawa Paint Contractors listed in the directory can provide detailed quotes

that specify products and preparation methods so you know exactly what you are getting.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:
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Justyn Rook Contracting

Above All Painting Inc.

Kitchens by Michael o/a Michael Francis Home Improvements

Oliver Painting Inc

L.L. Renovation

View all contractors ?

Q68

What is the cost for power washing and repainting an Ottawa wood fence?

Wood fences in Ottawa take an absolute beating. Between -30 degree Celsius winters, spring freeze-thaw cycles,

intense summer UV, and 200+ centimetres of annual snowfall sitting against the bottom rails, your fence needs

regular maintenance to survive. Power washing and repainting is one of the best investments you can make in your

property's curb appeal and the longevity of the wood itself.

Ottawa Pricing for Fence Power Washing and Repainting

For a typical residential wood fence, here is what Ottawa homeowners should expect to budget:

Small fence (50-80 linear feet): $600 to $1,100

Medium fence (80-150 linear feet): $1,100 to $2,200

Large fence (150-250 linear feet): $2,200 to $3,500

Power washing only (no repaint): $150 to $500 depending on length

Most Ottawa homes have somewhere between 100 and 180 linear feet of fencing, putting the typical project in

the $1,200 to $2,500 range for the full power wash and repaint. That is roughly 10-15% below comparable

GTA pricing, which is standard for Ottawa's painting market.

Per-Linear-Foot Breakdown

Ottawa painters generally price fence work at:

Power washing: $1.50 to $3.00 per linear foot

Staining or painting (both sides, two coats): $8 to $16 per linear foot

Combined power wash + repaint: $10 to $18 per linear foot
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The wide range depends on fence height (4-foot versus 6-foot versus 8-foot privacy), condition of the wood,

number of gates, and whether you are going with solid paint or semi-transparent stain.

Paint vs. Stain — A Critical Ottawa Decision

Solid paint provides maximum colour coverage and hides imperfections, but in Ottawa's climate it is prone to

peeling and cracking as the wood expands and contracts through extreme temperature swings. Once paint

starts peeling, your next maintenance cycle becomes much more expensive because all the loose paint must be

scraped before recoating.

Semi-transparent or solid stain penetrates the wood fibres rather than sitting on top, which means it weathers

gradually rather than peeling. For Ottawa fences, most experienced painters recommend stain over paint for

exactly this reason. Products like Benjamin Moore Arborcoat or Behr Premium Semi-Transparent Stain

handle our freeze-thaw cycles far better than surface coatings.

Why Power Washing Comes First

You cannot skip the power wash. Ottawa fences accumulate dirt, algae, mildew, and grey oxidation over the

winter months. Painting or staining over this contamination means the new coating will not bond properly and

you will be redoing the job in one to two seasons.

Professional power washing uses 1,500-2,000 PSI — enough to clean the wood without damaging the grain.

After washing, the fence needs 48-72 hours to dry completely before any coating is applied. This is important

in Ottawa's spring, when overnight humidity and cool temperatures can extend drying time.

Timing and Ottawa Weather Considerations

The ideal window for fence painting in Ottawa is mid-May through mid-October, when overnight

temperatures reliably stay above 10 degrees Celsius (the minimum for most exterior coatings to cure properly).

The busiest months are June and September — if you book during July or August, you may get slightly better

availability.

Avoid scheduling right after the spring thaw when fence posts are still saturated from snowmelt, and do not push

into late October when early frost can ruin a fresh coating overnight.

What a Professional Quote Should Include

A complete fence repaint quote from a reputable painter should cover:

Power washing with appropriate pressure
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Drying time factored into the schedule (not same-day wash and paint)

Minor wood repairs — replacing split pickets, re-securing loose boards

Two coats of stain or paint on both sides of the fence

Product specification — the exact brand and product being used

Gate hardware protection — hinges, latches, locks masked or removed

If a quote just says "paint fence" without specifying any of this, keep looking.

Finding Experienced Fence Painters in Ottawa

Fence painting is a specialty that not every interior painter handles well. Look for Ottawa Paint Contractors with

specific exterior and fence experience. The Ottawa Construction Network directory lists local painting

professionals with their service specialties, making it straightforward to find someone who regularly handles

Ottawa fence projects and understands the material and climate considerations involved.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

JC Carpentry

Custom By Arie

Innovation Concrete Grind & Polish

The Granite shop

View all contractors ?

Q69

How much does it cost to paint a dropped ceiling with exposed beams in
Ottawa?

Dropped ceilings with exposed beams are one of those projects that look simple but involve real complexity once

you start cutting in around all those angles and edges. Whether you are refreshing a basement rec room, updating

a heritage home's character ceiling, or modernizing a commercial space, the cost depends heavily on the beam

layout and ceiling height.
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Ottawa Pricing Overview

For a typical room with a dropped ceiling and exposed beams, here is what Ottawa homeowners pay:

Small room (100-150 sq ft ceiling): $500 to $900

Medium room (150-300 sq ft ceiling): $900 to $1,600

Large room or open-concept (300-500 sq ft ceiling): $1,600 to $2,800

Full basement with beam grid (500+ sq ft): $2,500 to $4,000+

On a per-square-foot basis, expect to pay $4.50 to $8.00 per square foot of ceiling area. This is notably

higher than a standard flat ceiling (which runs $2.50-4.50/sq ft) because of the beam detail work. Ottawa pricing

sits roughly 10-15% below GTA rates for comparable scope.

Why Beams Add So Much Cost

The beams are the cost driver. A flat ceiling is straightforward roller work with minimal cutting in. Exposed

beams mean the painter must:

Cut in along every beam edge where it meets the ceiling panels — a 300 sq ft room with a grid of beams can

have 200+ linear feet of detail cutting

Paint all four visible faces of each beam (bottom and three sides in most installations)

Work around beam intersections where cross-beams meet, creating tight corners that require careful brush

work

Match sheen and coverage between the flat ceiling sections and the beam surfaces, which often have different

textures

For a room with 8-12 beams, add $300 to $600 on top of what a flat ceiling would cost. For a full beam grid

pattern (common in basement drop ceilings), the premium can reach $800 to $1,200.

Colour Strategy and Its Impact on Cost

The most common approaches are:

Same colour throughout (beams and ceiling panels match): This is the most economical option because the

painter can work more freely without worrying about colour breaks. Budget at the lower end of the ranges above.

Contrasting beams (white ceiling with stained or dark-painted beams, or vice versa): This is the premium

option. It requires meticulous masking along every beam edge, separate passes for each colour, and

significantly more drying time between stages. Expect to pay 25-40% more than a single-colour job — a

medium room would jump from $1,200 to $1,500-1,700.
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Stained beams with painted ceiling panels: If the beams are natural or stained wood and you want to keep

that look while painting the flat panels, the painter needs to mask every beam carefully to protect the wood.

This adds $200-400 in labour for masking alone.

Ceiling Height and Access Considerations

Standard dropped ceilings sit at 7 to 8 feet, making them accessible from a step ladder or low scaffolding. If

your exposed beams are in a room with 9-foot or higher ceilings (common in older Ottawa homes in areas like

The Glebe, New Edinburgh, or Sandy Hill), the painter will need full scaffolding or an extension platform,

adding $150-300 to the project for equipment.

In Ottawa heritage district homes, exposed beams are often original structural elements with historical

character. If your home is in a designated heritage area, discuss with your painter whether any heritage

conservation guidelines apply to how the beams are finished.

Basement Beam Ceilings — An Ottawa-Specific Note

Many Ottawa basements have exposed ceiling beams as part of a renovation to open up the space. Given our

climate with significant temperature differentials, basement ceilings can develop condensation issues. A

good Ottawa painter will recommend a mould-resistant primer before the topcoat, especially if the basement

has any history of moisture. This adds $100-200 but prevents callbacks.

Prep Work That Affects Price

Previously painted beams in good condition: Light sand and repaint — standard pricing

Raw or newly installed beams: Need primer plus two coats — add 15-20%

Beams with peeling or flaking paint: Full scrape, sand, prime, and repaint — add 25-35%

Acoustic tile panels in the dropped sections: These are porous and absorb paint; some painters recommend

replacement over repainting

Getting Accurate Quotes

Because beam configurations vary so much, in-home quotes are essential for this type of work. Photos help,

but a painter needs to count the beams, measure the cuts, and assess the condition in person.

Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory can provide on-site estimates for

beam ceiling projects. When comparing quotes, make sure each painter is specifying the same scope —

particularly whether beam faces are included, how many coats, and whether contrasting colours involve

masking.
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---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

RenoMotion Inc.

ALM Construction & Landscaping Inc.

Dreamwood Construction & Renovations

L.L. Renovation

View all contractors ?
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Q70

What do Ottawa painters charge for rush jobs or weekend painting work?

Sometimes you need paint on the walls yesterday. Maybe you have a closing date in four days, a commercial

tenant moving in Monday, or an insurance restoration that cannot wait. Ottawa painters understand urgency, but

rush and weekend work comes with premium pricing that you should understand before picking up the phone.

Rush Job and Weekend Premiums in Ottawa

Here is what the surcharges typically look like:

Rush scheduling (within 1-3 days instead of normal 1-3 week booking): 15-30% premium over standard rates

Weekend work (Saturday): 20-35% premium

Sunday or statutory holiday work: 35-50% premium

Same-day emergency painting: 40-60% premium

After-hours work (evenings, typically 6 PM to midnight): 25-40% premium

To put real numbers on this, a standard Ottawa interior room repaint that would normally cost $400-600 during

regular scheduling would run:

Rush weekday: $475 to $750

Saturday: $500 to $800

Sunday/holiday: $550 to $900

Same-day emergency: $575 to $950

Why the Premiums Exist

Painters are not gouging you. There are real cost drivers behind rush and weekend pricing:

Crew displacement: When a painter bumps their schedule to fit your rush job, they are either paying overtime

to their crew or delaying another client's project. That has a real cost in overtime wages, rescheduling

logistics, and sometimes penalty clauses on commercial contracts they are pushing back.

Ontario Employment Standards Act: Under Ontario law, workers are entitled to premium pay for work on

public holidays (time and a half at minimum) and employers must provide certain rest periods. A painting

company that follows the rules — and you want one that does — passes these legitimate labour costs through.

WSIB considerations: Workplace Safety and Insurance Board coverage is mandatory for painting contractors

in Ontario. Rush work often means longer shifts with fatigued workers, which increases risk. Responsible
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companies factor in additional safety measures.

Material availability: A rush job means the painter may need to make a special trip to pick up your specific

colour, or pay premium pricing at a paint store for same-day tinting rather than placing a standard order.

When Rush Premiums Are Worth It

There are situations where paying the premium is absolutely the right call:

Real estate closings: If unpainted walls could delay or jeopardize a property sale, the $200-400 rush premium

is nothing compared to the cost of a delayed closing

Commercial lease start dates: Tenants expect move-in ready space. A weekend paint job at 30% premium

beats losing a week of rent

Insurance restoration: After water damage or fire, every day of delay extends your displacement. Most

insurance policies cover reasonable rush premiums as part of restoration costs

Health and safety: Mould remediation painting, lead paint encapsulation, or other health-related repainting

should not wait

When You Can Avoid the Premium

If your timeline has any flexibility at all:

Book 2-3 weeks ahead: Standard scheduling eliminates all rush premiums

Be flexible on the start day: A painter with a cancellation may slot you in at regular rates if you can start on

short notice when they have an opening

Off-season booking: November through March is slower for Ottawa painters (exterior work stops entirely in

our winters). You will find better availability, faster scheduling, and sometimes even 10-15% seasonal

discounts on interior work

Mid-week scheduling: Tuesday through Thursday is typically easiest for painters to accommodate without

premium charges

Commercial Rush Work

Commercial painting rush jobs in Ottawa carry their own considerations:

After-hours commercial painting (retail spaces, offices painted overnight or weekends to avoid business

disruption): $5.50 to $9.00 per square foot versus standard $3.50-6.00
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Restaurant turnaround painting (closed Monday, open Tuesday): Expect to pay 30-50% premium for the

compressed timeline

Multi-unit turnover painting (apartment or condo units between tenants): Ottawa property managers typically

negotiate standing rush rates with their painting contractors, usually 15-20% over standard

Getting a Rush Quote

When you call for a rush job, be upfront about:

Exactly when the work must be completed (not just started)

Whether the space will be empty or you need the painter to work around furniture and occupants

Any restrictions on noise, odours, or building access (condo buildings often require elevator booking even for

weekends)

Whether you have the paint already or the painter needs to source it

The more information you provide upfront, the more accurate the quote and the less likely you will face add-on

charges mid-project.

Finding Painters Who Handle Rush Work

Not every painting company takes rush jobs — many are fully booked and cannot displace existing clients.

Ottawa Paint Contractors listed in the Ottawa Construction Network directory include painters who regularly

handle time-sensitive residential and commercial projects. Searching the directory lets you quickly identify

painters with the capacity and willingness to accommodate your timeline.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

Dave’s Painting & Home Improvement

Diamond renovations

Whole Home Beauty (WHB)

View all contractors ?
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Q71

How much does anti-graffiti coating cost for a commercial building in Ottawa?

Graffiti is an ongoing reality for commercial property owners in Ottawa, particularly along Rideau Street, Bank

Street, the ByWard Market, Hintonburg, and parts of Somerset. Anti-graffiti coatings are a proactive investment

that makes removal fast and inexpensive when vandalism occurs, rather than facing a full repaint each time.

Ottawa Pricing for Anti-Graffiti Coating

Anti-graffiti coating for commercial buildings in Ottawa typically costs:

Sacrificial coating (single-use, reapply after each removal): $1.50 to $3.50 per square foot

Semi-sacrificial coating (withstands 3-5 removals): $3.00 to $5.50 per square foot

Permanent/non-sacrificial coating (withstands 15-20+ removals): $5.00 to $9.00 per square foot

For a typical commercial wall face of 500-1,500 square feet, total project costs break down as:

Small storefront (200-500 sq ft): $800 to $3,500

Medium commercial wall (500-1,000 sq ft): $2,000 to $7,000

Large building face (1,000-2,500 sq ft): $5,000 to $15,000

Full building perimeter (multi-face treatment): $10,000 to $30,000+

Ottawa pricing runs about 10-15% below Toronto for equivalent coatings and application.

Types of Anti-Graffiti Coatings Explained

Sacrificial coatings are the entry-level option. They create a clear barrier that is removed along with the graffiti

using a hot water pressure wash. You then reapply the coating after each cleaning. The low upfront cost

makes sense for buildings in areas with infrequent vandalism — maybe once or twice a year.

Semi-sacrificial coatings are a middle ground. Products like Prosoco Defacer Eraser can withstand multiple

cleaning cycles before needing reapplication. They work well on porous surfaces like brick and concrete

block, which are common on Ottawa commercial buildings.

Permanent (non-sacrificial) coatings use polyurethane or nano-technology formulations that allow graffiti to

be wiped off with solvent without damaging the coating underneath. Products like Evonik Protectosil or

Sherwin-Williams Anti-Graffiti Coating can handle 15-20 removal cycles before reapplication. The higher

upfront cost pays for itself quickly in high-vandalism areas.

Surface Type Matters Enormously
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Ottawa's commercial building stock includes a wide range of exterior materials, and each one affects both the

product selection and the cost:

Unpainted brick (very common in Ottawa's older commercial districts): Porous surface that absorbs graffiti

paint deeply. Anti-graffiti coating is most valuable here — without it, removal often requires chemical stripping

that damages the brick. Coating cost: higher end of range due to surface prep and product absorption

Painted stucco or concrete: Moderate porosity. Coating adheres well and removal is effective. Mid-range

pricing

Metal panels or cladding: Non-porous, coating application is straightforward. Lower end of range

Natural stone (some heritage buildings): Requires breathable coating that will not trap moisture. Premium

products and pricing, plus heritage considerations

Ottawa-Specific Considerations

Climate impact on application: Anti-graffiti coatings must be applied when surface temperatures are between

10 and 30 degrees Celsius with no rain forecast for 24-48 hours. In Ottawa, this limits exterior application to

roughly mid-May through mid-October. Plan ahead — do not wait until after the first vandalism incident in

November when it is too cold to apply.

Freeze-thaw durability: Ottawa's extreme temperature range (from -30 to +35 degrees Celsius) and constant

freeze-thaw cycling is punishing on coatings. Cheap products will crack and delaminate within a season or two.

Invest in coatings specifically rated for Canadian climate extremes — this is not the place to save $1 per

square foot on a bargain product.

Heritage buildings: If your commercial building is in a heritage conservation district (ByWard Market,

Lowertown, Centretown heritage overlays), any exterior coating must be reversible and breathable to comply

with municipal heritage guidelines. This limits your product options and may require consultation with the City of

Ottawa's heritage planning department.

Municipal programs: The City of Ottawa has periodically offered graffiti management programs that provide

resources for commercial property owners. Check with the city's 3-1-1 service for current programs that might

offset some of your coating costs.

Cost of NOT Applying Anti-Graffiti Coating

To understand the return on investment, consider what graffiti removal costs without a protective coating:

Pressure washing removal: $300 to $800 per incident (often damages underlying paint)
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Chemical removal from bare brick: $500 to $1,500 per incident (may stain or etch the brick)

Full repaint of affected area: $1,000 to $3,000+ per incident

If your building gets tagged even two to three times per year, a permanent anti-graffiti coating pays for itself

within the first year.

Getting the Right Quote

Anti-graffiti coating is a specialized service — not every painting company offers it. When getting quotes, verify

that the contractor specifies the exact product, provides manufacturer warranty information, and has

experience with your specific substrate type.

Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory include commercial painting

specialists who handle anti-graffiti applications. Look for contractors with specific commercial exterior

experience, as residential painters may not carry the specialized products or equipment this work requires.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

MAK Construction and Development Inc

Denys Builds Designs Renovations

BeyondPrime Building Solutions

View all contractors ?

Q72

What is the cost per square foot for painting a restaurant interior in Ottawa?

Restaurant interior painting in Ottawa is a specialized job that goes well beyond standard commercial painting.

Between food safety requirements, strict timelines to minimize closure, high-moisture kitchen

environments, and the need for durable finishes that withstand constant cleaning, this is a project where cutting

corners will cost you far more in the long run.
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Ottawa Per-Square-Foot Pricing for Restaurant Painting

Here are the current Ottawa rates broken down by area type:

Dining room walls and ceilings: $3.50 to $6.00 per square foot

Kitchen walls and ceilings: $5.00 to $8.50 per square foot (moisture-resistant, washable coatings required)

Restrooms: $4.50 to $7.00 per square foot (mould-resistant, semi-gloss or higher)

Bar/lounge area: $4.00 to $7.00 per square foot (often includes accent walls, feature treatments)

Exterior facade (if included): $4.00 to $7.50 per square foot

For a complete restaurant interior, most Ottawa commercial painters quote a blended rate of $4.00 to $7.00

per square foot across all areas. This puts total project costs at:

Small restaurant (800-1,500 sq ft): $3,500 to $9,000

Mid-size restaurant (1,500-3,000 sq ft): $7,000 to $18,000

Large restaurant (3,000-5,000 sq ft): $14,000 to $30,000

Ottawa pricing is approximately 10-15% below Toronto for equivalent commercial restaurant work.

Why Restaurant Painting Costs More Than Standard Commercial

Product requirements are significantly higher. Restaurant kitchens need coatings that are:

Washable and scrubbable — kitchen staff clean walls regularly with degreasers

Moisture-resistant — steam, splashing water, and humidity are constant

Low-VOC or zero-VOC — critical in food preparation areas to avoid odour contamination and meet Ottawa

Public Health requirements

Mould and mildew resistant — especially in dishwashing areas, walk-in cooler surrounds, and restrooms

Products like Benjamin Moore Scuff-X, Sherwin-Williams ProMar 700, or PPG Break-Through are

commonly specified for restaurant applications. These run $55-80 per gallon compared to $35-50 for standard

commercial paint.

Scheduling constraints drive labour costs up. Most restaurant painting must happen overnight or during

closure periods to avoid disrupting service. In Ottawa, this typically means:

Overnight painting (10 PM to 6 AM): 25-35% labour premium

Monday closure painting (for restaurants closed Mondays): Standard rates but compressed timeline
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Full closure painting (3-5 days closed): Most economical per square foot, but the restaurant loses revenue

Ontario Regulatory Considerations

The Ontario Building Code and Ottawa Public Health have specific requirements that affect restaurant

painting:

Kitchen walls must have smooth, non-absorbent, washable finishes from floor level to ceiling height in food

prep areas

Restrooms require similar washable, non-absorbent finishes

Lead paint: If your restaurant is in an older Ottawa building (common in ByWard Market, Elgin Street, Bank

Street, or Westboro dining districts), any paint disturbance on pre-1978 surfaces requires lead testing and

potentially abatement under Ontario Regulation 278/05. This can add $1,000 to $5,000 to the project

Ventilation during painting: The space must be adequately ventilated, and painting cannot take place while

food is being prepared or served

Sheen Selection by Area

Sheen choice is not cosmetic in a restaurant — it is functional:

Kitchen: Semi-gloss or high-gloss — maximum washability, moisture resistance

Restrooms: Semi-gloss — easy to clean, resists moisture

Dining room: Eggshell or satin — warm appearance while still being wipe-able

Bar area: Satin — balances durability with ambiance

Ceiling: Flat in dining areas (hides imperfections, absorbs light for ambiance), semi-gloss in kitchen (moisture

protection)

Colour and Design Considerations

Restaurant painting often involves feature walls, accent colours, brand colour matching, and sometimes

murals or decorative treatments. If your project includes these elements:

Accent walls (1-2 colours beyond the base): Add $200 to $600 for the additional cutting in and masking

Brand colour matching: Custom colour matching to your brand identity is typically included at no extra charge

by professional painters using major brand paint systems
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Decorative treatments (faux finishes, colour blocking, geometric patterns): $8 to $15+ per square foot for the

treated areas

Getting the Best Value

To control costs without sacrificing quality:

Schedule during your slowest period — not during patio season or holiday rush

Combine the project with other maintenance (electrical, plumbing) to minimize total closure time

Prep the space yourself — removing wall decor, light fixtures, and covering or moving furniture saves 10-15%

on labour

Choose a consistent colour palette — fewer colours means faster application and less material waste

Finding Qualified Restaurant Painters

Restaurant painting requires a contractor who understands food safety regulations, commercial scheduling,

and high-performance coatings. Not every residential painter is equipped for this work. Ottawa Paint

Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory include commercial specialists experienced with

Ottawa's restaurant and hospitality industry. These professionals understand the unique demands of food

service environments and can work within your closure schedule.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

The Next Reno

ART DRYWALL AMD PAINTING

Best Hand2Hand moving company

View all contractors ?
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Q73

How much does it cost to paint a detached garage exterior in Barrhaven?

Barrhaven is one of Ottawa's most popular suburban communities, and the detached garages here range from

compact single-car structures in older Barrhaven South to oversized double and triple garages in newer

developments like Half Moon Bay and Stonebridge. Let me give you real numbers based on what Barrhaven

homeowners are actually paying.

Barrhaven Garage Exterior Painting Costs

For a standard detached garage exterior (all four walls plus trim, fascia, and door frames):

Single-car garage (roughly 250-350 sq ft wall area): $800 to $1,400

Double-car garage (roughly 400-600 sq ft wall area): $1,400 to $2,400

Triple-car or oversized garage (600-900 sq ft wall area): $2,200 to $3,500

Garage door painting (per door): $150 to $350 additional

On a per-square-foot basis, expect $3.50 to $5.50 per square foot of paintable exterior surface. These prices

are consistent with Ottawa rates overall, which run 10-15% below GTA pricing for comparable exterior work.

What Affects the Price in Barrhaven Specifically

Age of the neighbourhood plays a significant role:

Newer Barrhaven (Half Moon Bay, Stonebridge, Harmony — built 2010s-2020s): Many garages have pre-

finished siding, vinyl, or engineered wood like Hardie board. If the factory finish is still in decent shape, you

may just need a thorough wash and single coat. Budget toward the lower end of the ranges above

Established Barrhaven (Barrhaven South, Longfields, built 1980s-2000s): These garages often have

aluminum siding, wood trim, or older stucco finishes that have weathered through 20-40 Ottawa winters.

More prep is required — expect pricing at the mid to upper end

Older original Barrhaven (pre-1985): Some garages here have wood siding or older vinyl that may need

more extensive prep or even minor repairs before painting

Siding material drives both product selection and labour:

Vinyl siding: Can be painted with proper preparation and the right product (100% acrylic bonding primer +

exterior acrylic latex). Cost: $3.00-4.50/sq ft. Important note — you cannot go darker than the original colour

on vinyl, as dark paint absorbs heat and causes warping
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Aluminum siding: Requires deglossing or bonding primer, then two coats. Cost: $3.50-5.00/sq ft

Wood siding: Most prep-intensive. Scraping, sanding, priming bare spots, caulking gaps, then two coats. Cost:

$4.00-5.50/sq ft

Hardie board/fiber cement: Excellent paint surface. Light sand, prime any bare areas, two coats. Cost: $3.50-

5.00/sq ft

Ottawa Climate — Why Exterior Prep Matters So Much

Barrhaven garages face the full force of Ottawa's climate extremes. -30 degree winters with 200+ centimetres

of snowfall mean the lower portions of your garage walls are buried in snowbanks for months, then soaked

during spring melt. Summer temperatures above 30 degrees with intense UV bake the south and west-facing

walls.

This means:

Proper surface preparation is non-negotiable. Any loose, peeling, or flaking paint must be completely removed

— Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles will lift new paint right off if it is applied over compromised surfaces

Caulking all gaps and joints prevents water infiltration that leads to wood rot and paint failure. A garage that

sits slightly away from the house is fully exposed to wind-driven rain and snow from all directions

Two full coats of quality exterior paint are standard for Ottawa — one coat will not hold up through a full winter

cycle

Product selection: Use paints rated for extreme temperature ranges. Products like Benjamin Moore Aura

Exterior or Sherwin-Williams Duration Exterior are formulated for climates exactly like Ottawa's

Timing and Scheduling

The painting window in Barrhaven follows Ottawa's general exterior season: mid-May through mid-October.

The ideal conditions are:

Daytime temperatures between 10 and 30 degrees Celsius

No rain forecast for 24-48 hours after application

Low humidity (below 85%)

Surface temperature not too hot from direct sun (experienced painters work around the building, following the

shade)

Most Barrhaven garage exterior projects take 1-2 days depending on size and prep requirements.
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Common Add-Ons

Garage door painting (metal, per door): $150 to $350 — requires degreasing, light sanding, bonding primer,

and two coats of door-rated paint

Trim, fascia, and soffit (if different colour from walls): $300 to $600 depending on linear footage

Foundation/parging touchup below siding: $150 to $300

Minor wood rot repair (trim boards, corner boards): $75 to $200 per area for small patches

Finding a Barrhaven-Area Painter

Barrhaven is well-served by Ottawa's painting community, with many contractors based in the south end. Ottawa

Paint Contractors listed in the Ottawa Construction Network directory include painters who regularly work in

Barrhaven and understand the specific siding types, age ranges, and climate exposure patterns of homes in the

community.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

JC Carpentry

Powell Painting

Innovation Concrete Grind & Polish

ALTIOR CONSTRUCTION

View all contractors ?

Q74

What should I budget for high-ceiling foyer painting in an Ottawa home?

High-ceiling foyers are one of the most dramatic spaces in an Ottawa home — and one of the most challenging to

paint well. That soaring two-storey entry creates a stunning first impression, but the height introduces scaffolding

requirements, safety considerations, and technical complexity that significantly affect pricing.

Ottawa Budget Ranges for High-Ceiling Foyer Painting
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For a typical Ottawa two-storey foyer:

Standard two-storey foyer (16-20 ft ceiling, 150-250 sq ft wall area): $1,200 to $2,500

Large two-storey foyer (16-20 ft ceiling, 250-400 sq ft wall area): $2,200 to $3,800

Vaulted or cathedral ceiling foyer: $2,500 to $4,500

Foyer with open staircase (common in Ottawa executive homes): $1,800 to $3,500 for the foyer walls, plus

$600 to $1,200 for the stairwell walls

These prices include walls and ceiling. Ottawa pricing is roughly 10-15% below GTA rates for comparable high-

ceiling work.

Why High Foyers Cost 2-3x More Per Square Foot

A standard 8-foot room costs $2.50 to $4.50 per square foot to paint. A high-ceiling foyer runs $6.00 to $12.00

per square foot. The premium comes from several factors:

Scaffolding and access equipment: This is the biggest cost driver. A two-storey foyer at 16-20 feet cannot be

safely reached with a standard ladder, especially when the painter needs to cut in along ceiling edges and

around upper windows. Options include:

Baker scaffolding (rolling scaffold towers): $100-200 per day rental, suitable for open foyers with level floors.

Most common choice

Extension planks between ladders: Only for experienced crews, limited reach, used in smaller foyers

Full scaffolding build (for complex foyers with multiple levels, stairwells, or irregular shapes): $300-600 setup

For a typical 2-day foyer project, scaffolding adds $200 to $500 to the total cost.

Labour time: Working at height is simply slower. Every movement is more deliberate, more time is spent

repositioning equipment, and breaks are more frequent. A foyer that would take one day at standard ceiling

height takes 1.5 to 2.5 days at two-storey height.

Safety requirements: Under Ontario's Occupational Health and Safety Act, work at height above 3 metres

(10 feet) triggers additional safety requirements. Professional painters carry WSIB coverage and follow fall

protection protocols. This is not optional — it is law.

Skill level: High-ceiling work requires experienced painters who can maintain consistent coverage and clean cut

lines at 18 feet. This is not a junior crew's job, and experienced painters command higher rates.

Ottawa Home Styles and Their Foyer Challenges
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Ottawa's housing stock creates different foyer painting scenarios:

Suburban executive homes (Barrhaven, Riverside South, Stittsville, Kanata — 2000s-2020s builds): These

commonly feature open-concept two-storey foyers with a curved staircase and upper landing overlook.

The staircase creates challenging angles for scaffolding placement. Budget toward the upper end of the ranges.

Heritage homes (The Glebe, New Edinburgh, Rockcliffe Park, Sandy Hill): Older homes with high ceilings often

have plaster walls, ornate mouldings, medallions, and picture rails that require careful cutting in. Crown

moulding and trim at 14-16 feet adds significant detail time. Heritage homes may also have lead paint

concerns on pre-1978 surfaces — testing is recommended and required if disturbance is planned under Ontario

Regulation 278/05.

Custom builds (Manotick, Greely, Carp): Often feature vaulted or cathedral ceilings in the entry, which

means the ceiling itself is the main challenge — not just the wall height. Vaulted ceilings require the most

scaffolding and are the slowest to paint.

Colour Selection for High Ceilings

Colour choice has a practical impact on cost in tall spaces:

Single colour throughout (walls and ceiling): Most economical — the painter can work efficiently without

masking the ceiling line

Accent wall (feature wall behind the staircase or facing the front door): Adds $200 to $400 for the masking and

separate application at height

Different ceiling colour: Very common in high foyers to bring the ceiling down visually. Adds $300 to $600 for

the masking and separate ceiling application at height

Dark colours: Require 3 coats minimum for even coverage (versus 2 for lighter colours), adding 30-40% to the

wall painting portion

A practical tip: sample your colours at height before committing. Colours look significantly different on an 18-

foot wall than on a 2-inch swatch card. Most quality paint stores will mix sample quarts — paint a 3x3-foot test

patch at eye level and at height to see how the colour shifts with distance and lighting.

What Your Quote Should Include

Scaffolding rental and setup/teardown — not an add-on surprise

Wall and ceiling painting with specified number of coats

Trim and moulding — are these included or separate?
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Stairwell walls — some quotes cover only the foyer proper, not the adjacent stairwell

Fixture protection — chandelier masking, floor protection, front door protection

Product specification — brand and line of paint

Finding Experienced High-Ceiling Painters

High-ceiling foyer work is genuinely specialized. Ask any prospective painter specifically about their scaffolding

setup, height experience, and insurance coverage. Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction

Network directory include professionals experienced with Ottawa's two-storey foyers and heritage ceiling

heights, who carry proper WSIB coverage and scaffolding equipment for safe, high-quality results.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

Dreamwood Construction & Renovations

Joe Imerti Contracting

L.L. Renovation

View all contractors ?

Q75

How much does it cost to repaint exterior Hardie board siding in Ottawa?

Hardie board (James Hardie fiber cement siding) has become one of the most popular exterior cladding choices in

Ottawa over the past 15 years, and for good reason — it handles our extreme climate exceptionally well. But even

this durable product needs repainting every 10-15 years, and knowing what to budget keeps you from being caught

off guard.

Ottawa Pricing for Hardie Board Exterior Repainting

For a full exterior repaint of Hardie board siding:

Small home (1,000-1,500 sq ft living space, ~800-1,200 sq ft paintable siding): $3,000 to $5,500
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Medium home (1,500-2,500 sq ft living space, ~1,200-2,000 sq ft siding): $5,000 to $9,000

Large home (2,500-3,500 sq ft living space, ~2,000-3,000 sq ft siding): $8,000 to $14,000

Executive/custom home (3,500+ sq ft): $12,000 to $22,000+

On a per-square-foot basis, expect to pay $3.75 to $6.00 per square foot of paintable Hardie board surface.

This includes proper preparation, primer where needed, and two coats of quality exterior paint. Ottawa pricing is

roughly 10-15% below GTA rates for equivalent work.

Why Hardie Board Repainting Has Unique Requirements

Hardie board is not like painting wood, vinyl, or aluminum siding. The material is a cement-based composite

with specific characteristics that affect how paint performs:

Porosity: Fiber cement is more porous than most siding materials. It absorbs moisture and paint differently

depending on whether it has factory-applied ColorPlus finish or was field-painted (primed at the factory,

painted on-site after installation).

Factory ColorPlus finish: James Hardie's premium factory-applied finish is a baked-on, multi-coat system

that typically lasts 15+ years before needing repainting. When it does need refreshing, the surface preparation is

relatively straightforward — pressure wash, light scuff sand, and apply two coats of 100% acrylic exterior paint

.

Field-painted Hardie board: Siding that was primed at the factory and painted on-site after installation typically

needs its first repaint at 7-10 years, depending on the quality of the original paint job and sun exposure. The

original field paint may have adhesion issues in spots, requiring more prep work.

Ottawa Climate Impacts on Hardie Board

Ottawa's climate is actually where Hardie board shines compared to wood siding, but it still takes a beating:

Freeze-thaw cycling: Ottawa experiences 100+ freeze-thaw cycles per year. Any moisture that gets behind

the paint film will freeze, expand, and cause paint bubbling and peeling. This is why proper caulking at joints,

corners, and penetrations is critical during a repaint

UV exposure: South and west-facing walls fade significantly faster. It is common to see dramatic colour

differences between the north and south sides of an Ottawa home after 10 years

Snow and ice contact: The bottom 2-3 feet of siding is buried in snowbanks for months. This zone sees the

most moisture exposure and is typically the first area where paint failure appears
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Temperature range: Paint and caulk must flex across a 65+ degree Celsius annual range (from -30 to +35).

This is extreme by any standard and demands premium products

Surface Preparation — Where the Real Value Is

Prep work determines whether your Hardie board repaint lasts 5 years or 12+ years. A proper prep protocol

includes:

Pressure washing at 1,500-2,000 PSI to remove dirt, mildew, algae, and chalking (that powdery residue on

faded paint). Cost impact: included in standard pricing

Caulking inspection and replacement: Every butt joint, corner, window frame, and penetration must be

inspected. Failed caulk is removed and replaced with paintable polyurethane or silicone-modified caulk. A

medium-sized Ottawa home can have 150-300 linear feet of caulk joints. Cost: $300 to $800 if extensive re-

caulking is needed

Spot priming: Any bare fiber cement (from chips, impacts, or previous paint failure) must be primed with a

quality exterior primer before topcoating. Cost: included in standard pricing for normal wear; extensive bare

areas add 10-15%

Flashing and drainage check: A good painter will note any areas where water is not draining properly away

from the siding — standing water behind Hardie board is the number one cause of premature failure

Paint Selection for Hardie Board

James Hardie specifically recommends 100% acrylic latex exterior paint for their products. Top choices for

Ottawa's climate include:

Benjamin Moore Aura Exterior: Premium self-priming acrylic, excellent adhesion to fiber cement. ~$70-

80/gallon

Sherwin-Williams Duration Exterior: Thick-film acrylic with exceptional hide and durability. ~$65-75/gallon

PPG Timeless Exterior: Strong performer in freeze-thaw conditions. ~$55-65/gallon

Avoid oil-based paints on Hardie board — they do not flex adequately through Ottawa's temperature extremes

and will crack within a few seasons.

Timing Your Repaint

Exterior application window: mid-May through mid-October in Ottawa. The sweet spots are late May to June

and September to early October when temperatures are moderate and humidity is manageable.
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Do not wait until the siding is visibly failing. The ideal time to repaint is when you first notice fading and

chalking but before any cracking, peeling, or bare spots appear. Repainting at this stage requires less prep and

produces a better result.

Getting Quotes

When comparing quotes for Hardie board repainting, verify that each painter is including pressure washing,

caulking, spot priming, and two full topcoats. Some lower quotes skip the caulking or apply only one coat —

both of which will cost you more in the long run.

Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory include exterior specialists

experienced with fiber cement siding in Ottawa's climate. Hardie board repainting is a specialty — look for

painters who specifically mention fiber cement experience.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

Above All Painting Inc.

Diamond renovations

Floor-2-Wall Inc

Custom By Arie

View all contractors ?
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Q76

What is the cost difference between DIY and professional painting in Ottawa?

This is one of the most common questions Ottawa homeowners ask, and the honest answer is more nuanced than

most people expect. DIY painting absolutely saves money on labour, but once you factor in materials, equipment,

time, quality differences, and potential mistakes, the gap narrows considerably. Let me break down the real

numbers.

Side-by-Side Cost Comparison: Standard Ottawa Bedroom

Let's use a typical 12x12-foot Ottawa bedroom as our baseline:

Professional painting cost: $450 to $700 (walls + ceiling, two coats, including all materials, prep, and cleanup)

DIY cost breakdown:

Paint (1.5-2 gallons at $45-65/gal): $70 to $130

Primer (if needed, 1 gallon): $30 to $45

Roller kit (frame, covers, tray): $25 to $40

Brushes (2-inch angled, 3-inch trim): $15 to $30

Painter's tape (2-3 rolls): $15 to $25

Drop cloths: $15 to $30

Sandpaper, spackle, caulk: $15 to $25

Total DIY materials: $185 to $325

Savings per room: roughly $200 to $425. That sounds great until you factor in your time.

The Time Factor

A professional crew paints that same bedroom in 3-5 hours including prep, painting, and cleanup. They have

the technique, the tools, and the muscle memory.

A competent DIY painter should budget 8-14 hours for the same room:

Shopping for supplies: 1-2 hours

Moving furniture and masking: 1.5-2 hours

Prep work (patching, sanding, cleaning): 1-2 hours

Priming (if needed): 1.5-2 hours plus drying time

First coat: 2-3 hours
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Second coat (next day): 2-3 hours

Cleanup and furniture replacement: 1-1.5 hours

If you value your time at even $25 per hour, that 10-12 hours of work represents $250 to $300 in personal time

— suddenly the savings shrink to perhaps $100-150 for the room.

Whole-House Comparison

The economics shift further at whole-house scale. For a typical 1,500-2,000 square foot Ottawa home (interior

repaint of walls and ceilings throughout):

Professional cost: $4,500 to $8,000 (depending on number of rooms, condition, and colour complexity)

DIY materials cost: $800 to $1,500 (paint, supplies, equipment)

DIY time investment: 60-120 hours over several weekends (realistically 3-6 weekends for most homeowners)

Apparent savings: $3,000 to $6,500 — a meaningful amount. But here is where the hidden costs of DIY start

to stack up.

Hidden DIY Costs Most People Overlook

Equipment you will need but might not own:

Extension pole for ceilings: $20-35

Step ladder (6-foot): $80-120 (if you do not own one)

Edging tools: $10-20

Paint sprayer rental (if tackling large areas): $75-150/day

Total potential equipment: $100 to $300+

Material waste: Professional painters know exactly how much paint to buy and use nearly all of it. DIY painters

typically overbuy by 15-25%, leaving partial gallons that dry out before the next project. On a whole-house job,

that is $100 to $250 in wasted paint.

Mistake correction: The most expensive hidden cost. Common DIY mistakes include:

Roller marks and lap lines: Caused by inconsistent technique — requires sanding and recoating the affected

wall. Cost: time + an extra gallon of paint

Poor cutting in: Wavy lines where walls meet ceilings or trim. Fixing requires careful repainting of trim or ceiling

edges

Drips and runs: Must be sanded smooth and recoated
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Wrong product selection: Using interior paint where exterior is needed, flat paint in a bathroom, or paint that

does not adhere to the existing surface. Worst case: full strip and redo

Professional estimates for fixing a botched DIY paint job typically run 30-50% more than doing the job right

the first time, because the painter now has to undo your work before starting theirs.

Where DIY Makes Financial Sense

DIY painting is genuinely cost-effective when:

Single room, simple layout: One colour, standard 8-foot ceiling, minimal trim. Your savings-to-effort ratio is

highest here

You already own quality equipment: Brushes, rollers, ladders, drop cloths from previous projects

You enjoy the work: If painting is satisfying to you rather than a chore, the time cost is a non-factor

The surface is in good condition: Minimal patching, no peeling, no water damage. Clean surfaces are

forgiving of technique imperfections

Low-stakes spaces: Basements, storage rooms, garages — areas where a less-than-perfect finish is perfectly

acceptable

Where Professional Painting Is Worth Every Dollar

High ceilings and stairwells: Safety risk plus scaffolding requirements. Under Ontario's Occupational Health

and Safety Act, falls from height are the leading cause of construction fatalities. Professional painters carry

WSIB coverage and proper equipment

Exterior painting: Ottawa's climate demands precise application timing, proper surface prep for -30 to +35

degree temperature ranges, and products specifically rated for our freeze-thaw cycles. Exterior DIY mistakes

are expensive and visible

Multiple colours and accent walls: Clean, crisp colour transitions require skill and experience. The more

colour changes, the more value a professional provides

Older Ottawa homes: Heritage properties in The Glebe, Sandy Hill, or New Edinburgh often have plaster

walls, lead paint concerns (pre-1978 homes), and intricate trim work that demands experience

Pre-sale painting: When you are selling your home, a professional finish adds to the perceived value. Buyers

notice DIY paint jobs

The Ottawa Market Reality
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Ottawa's painting market is competitive, and rates are approximately 10-15% lower than the GTA. This means

professional painting here offers better value than in most major Canadian cities. Many Ottawa painters also

offer off-season discounts of 10-15% for interior work booked between November and March, narrowing the

DIY gap even further.

Making the Right Choice

If you are deciding between DIY and professional for your specific project, get a couple of quotes first. You might

be surprised at how reasonable professional pricing is for your scope of work. Ottawa Paint Contractors in the

Ottawa Construction Network directory offer free estimates, so you can compare the real professional cost

against your DIY budget before committing either way.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

JC Carpentry

Kaizer's Precision Painting

Dave’s Painting & Home Improvement

Ottawa Caulking

View all contractors ?

Q77

How Much Does It Cost to Paint a Basement Apartment to Meet Ottawa Rental
Standards?

Painting a basement apartment in Ottawa to meet rental standards is one of the smartest investments a landlord

can make — it freshens the space, improves tenant satisfaction, and ensures you're meeting the Ontario

Residential Tenancies Act requirements for habitable living conditions. Let me walk you through realistic Ottawa

pricing so you can budget properly.

Typical Ottawa Pricing for Basement Apartment Painting
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For a standard one-bedroom basement apartment (roughly 500-700 sq ft of living space), expect to pay between

$1,800 and $3,200 for a professional paint job including walls, ceilings, trim, and doors. A two-bedroom unit (800-

1,000 sq ft) typically runs $2,800 to $4,500. These figures are about 10-15% below what you'd pay in the GTA,

which is one advantage of operating rental properties in Ottawa.

Here's how costs generally break down:

Walls only (standard latex, 2 coats): $2.50-$4.00 per sq ft of wall surface

Ceilings (flat white, common in basements): $1.50-$2.50 per sq ft

Trim, baseboards, and door frames: $3.00-$5.00 per linear foot

Interior doors (both sides): $75-$150 each

Closet interiors (if included): $150-$300 per closet

Basement-Specific Considerations That Affect Cost

Moisture management is the big one. Ottawa basements deal with significant moisture from our 200+ cm of

annual snowfall melting in spring and high summer humidity. Any professional painter worth hiring will check

for moisture issues before starting. If walls show signs of dampness, efflorescence, or previous water damage,

you'll need moisture-resistant primer like Zinsser Waterseal or Kilz Basement & Masonry — this adds $0.50-

$1.00 per sq ft but prevents peeling within months.

Low ceilings are common in Ottawa basement apartments, especially in older Centretown, Sandy Hill, and

Glebe properties. Working in tight spaces with 6.5-7 foot ceilings takes longer and often requires specialized

equipment, adding 10-15% to labour costs.

Exposed concrete or block walls that need to be painted (common in partial-finish basements) require

masonry primer and elastomeric or epoxy-based coatings, which cost more than standard latex. Budget an

extra $500-$1,200 for concrete wall treatment.

Rental Standard Requirements

Under Ontario law, landlords must maintain units in a good state of repair. While there's no specific paint

mandate, badly peeling, mouldy, or lead-contaminated paint can trigger maintenance orders from the City of

Ottawa bylaw department. For pre-1978 properties — and Ottawa has plenty in neighbourhoods like the

Glebe, Old Ottawa South, and Lowertown — lead paint testing may be required before disturbing existing

coatings. A lead test kit runs $30-$50, and professional lead abatement adds $2,000-$5,000+ depending on

scope.

For rental turnover painting, most Ottawa painters recommend:
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Eggshell or satin finish on walls for washability

Semi-gloss on trim, doors, and bathroom/kitchen walls

Flat ceiling paint (hides imperfections, cheapest option)

Neutral colours — warm whites, light greys, and soft beiges maximize tenant appeal

Mould-Resistant Paint: Worth the Upcharge

Given Ottawa's climate swings from -30°C winters to +35°C humid summers, basement moisture is a year-

round battle. Mould-resistant paint (Benjamin Moore Aura Bath & Spa, or Sherwin-Williams SuperPaint with

antimicrobial additive) costs $55-$85 per gallon versus $35-$55 for standard interior paint. For a bathroom and

laundry area, this $100-$200 upcharge is absolutely worthwhile — it prevents the kind of mould complaints that

lead to Landlord and Tenant Board hearings.

DIY vs. Professional for Rental Units

Many Ottawa landlords paint between tenants themselves, and for a simple refresh on smooth drywall, that can

work. But for basement apartments with moisture concerns, textured surfaces, or any remediation needs, hiring

a professional painter saves money long-term. A bad DIY paint job on a damp basement wall peels within one

season, and you're paying twice.

Professional painters also carry WSIB coverage, which protects you as a property owner. If an uninsured

worker is injured in your rental property, you could face significant liability under Ontario's Workplace Safety

and Insurance Act.

Getting the Best Value

For Ottawa landlords painting basement apartments, I recommend:

Get 3 quotes from painters experienced with below-grade work

Ask about moisture testing — good painters do this automatically

Bundle multiple units if you have them — most Ottawa painters offer 10-15% discounts for multi-unit turnover

work

Schedule between May and September when demand is moderate and conditions are ideal

You can find experienced painters who handle basement and rental work through the Ottawa Construction

Network directory, which lists Ottawa-area painting contractors with their specialties and service areas. Ottawa

Paint Contractors on the network can provide detailed quotes specific to your basement apartment's needs.
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---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

Above All Painting Inc.

REJUVENATION RENOVATIONS

JMY Renovations

Prochampion

View all contractors ?

Q78

What Should I Expect to Pay for Spray-Painting Kitchen Cabinets in Ottawa?

Spray-painting kitchen cabinets is one of the best-value renovations you can do in an Ottawa home — a fraction of

the cost of new cabinetry with dramatic results. It's also a job where professional execution makes a massive

difference, because spray finishing requires proper equipment, technique, and a controlled environment. Here's

what Ottawa homeowners are actually paying in 2026.

Ottawa Cabinet Spray-Painting Costs

For a standard Ottawa kitchen with 20-30 cabinet doors and drawer fronts (typical of a 10x12 kitchen), expect to

pay:

Basic spray refinish (sand, prime, 2 coats): $3,500-$5,500

Mid-range with new hardware holes and minor repairs: $5,000-$7,500

Premium finish with colour change, grain filling, and lacquer topcoat: $7,000-$10,000

These prices are roughly 10-15% below Toronto and GTA rates, where similar work routinely starts at $5,000

and climbs past $12,000.

What's Included in Professional Cabinet Spraying

A proper cabinet spray job in Ottawa involves far more than just pointing a sprayer at your doors. Here's the

typical process and what you're paying for:
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Preparation (40-50% of the total labour):

Removing all doors, drawer fronts, and hardware

Cleaning with TSP or degreaser to remove kitchen grease

Sanding or liquid deglosser application to create adhesion

Filling any dents, scratches, or wood grain (for a smooth modern look)

Masking and protecting countertops, floors, and appliances

Priming with bonding primer (shellac-based for best adhesion)

Spraying (the actual finish coats):

Two coats minimum of high-quality cabinet paint

Light sanding between coats for smoothness

Professional painters use HVLP (High Volume Low Pressure) or airless sprayers depending on the paint and

finish

Reassembly:

Reinstalling doors with proper alignment

Installing new hardware if requested

Touch-ups and final inspection

Per-Door Pricing Breakdown

Many Ottawa painters quote cabinet work per door/drawer front rather than as a flat rate:

Standard cabinet door: $75-$150 per door

Large pantry or corner cabinet door: $125-$200

Drawer fronts: $50-$100 each

Cabinet boxes/frames (the parts that stay mounted): $1,200-$2,500 for a full kitchen

Island or peninsula (if separate): $400-$800 additional

Paint Quality Matters Enormously

Kitchen cabinets take more abuse than any other painted surface in your home — constant touching, moisture,

heat, grease, and cleaning products. Cheap paint on cabinets fails within 1-2 years, chipping and yellowing.

Ottawa painters typically use one of these professional-grade options:
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Benjamin Moore Advance (waterborne alkyd): $65-$80/gallon — excellent self-levelling, durable, low odour

Sherwin-Williams Emerald Urethane Trim Enamel: $75-$90/gallon — extremely hard finish, great for high-

use kitchens

Pre-catalyzed lacquer (spray-only, applied in shop): $90-$120/gallon — the most durable option, factory-like

finish

A full kitchen typically requires 3-5 gallons of finish paint plus 2-3 gallons of primer.

On-Site vs. Off-Site Spraying

Ottawa cabinet painters work two ways:

On-site spraying means they set up a temporary spray booth in your garage, basement, or a sealed-off room.

This is more common and slightly less expensive ($3,500-$7,000), but results depend heavily on the painter's

dust control.

Off-site spraying means doors are removed and taken to the painter's shop where they have a proper spray

booth with filtration. Results are superior — smoother, more even, no dust nibs. Costs run $5,000-$10,000 but

the finish rivals factory quality. Several Ottawa Paint Contractors offer this shop-spray service.

Ottawa-Specific Timing Considerations

Ottawa's climate affects cabinet painting schedules. Waterborne paints (which are standard now due to Ontario

VOC regulations) need consistent temperatures above 10°C and humidity below 70% to cure properly. In

Ottawa's -30°C winters, on-site spraying in unheated garages is impossible. Summer humidity above 80%

during our hot spells can cause runs and slow curing.

Best time to schedule: Late spring (May-June) or early fall (September-October) when Ottawa's temperature

and humidity are most cooperative.

Is It Worth the Investment?

New kitchen cabinets in Ottawa run $15,000-$40,000+ installed. Professional spray-painting at $4,000-$8,000

delivers a transformed kitchen at 20-30% of replacement cost. If your existing cabinets are structurally sound

(solid wood or good-quality plywood boxes), spray-painting is the financially smart choice.

Browse the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters who specialize in cabinet refinishing —

look for portfolios showing before-and-after cabinet work specifically, as this is a specialty skill distinct from wall

painting.

---
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

Valcor Construction

Callandgone

Geerts Roofing Inc

View all contractors ?

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



Q79

How Much Does It Cost to Paint Exterior Concrete Steps and a Porch in Ottawa?

Painting exterior concrete steps and a porch in Ottawa is a project that demands the right products and timing —

our freeze-thaw cycles are brutal on concrete coatings. Get it wrong and you'll be scraping and repainting within

one winter. Here's what Ottawa homeowners should expect to pay and what to insist on from your painter.

Ottawa Pricing for Concrete Step and Porch Painting

For a standard front porch and steps (roughly 50-100 sq ft of surface area), budget:

Basic concrete paint (clean, etch, prime, 2 coats floor paint): $600-$1,200

Epoxy or elastomeric coating (premium durability): $1,200-$2,200

Full restoration (crack repair, resurfacing compound, then coating): $1,800-$3,500

Large wrap-around porch (200+ sq ft): $2,500-$5,000

Ottawa prices run about 10-12% less than equivalent work in the GTA, though material costs are similar since

we're buying the same products.

Per-Square-Foot Costs

Most Ottawa painters who do concrete work quote by the square foot:

Standard concrete porch paint: $8-$14 per sq ft (including prep)

Epoxy floor coating: $12-$20 per sq ft

Elastomeric waterproof coating: $10-$18 per sq ft

Decorative concrete stain (acid or water-based): $6-$12 per sq ft

Anti-slip additive: $1-$2 per sq ft additional (highly recommended for Ottawa's icy conditions)

Why Ottawa's Climate Makes This Job Different

Ottawa's extreme temperature range — from -30°C or colder in January to +35°C in July — creates a

punishing freeze-thaw cycle. Water seeps into concrete pores, freezes, expands, and spalls the surface. Any

paint or coating that doesn't breathe properly or can't flex with thermal expansion will crack and peel within one

season.

Our 200+ cm of annual snowfall means concrete steps get buried under heavy snow, soaked with meltwater,

and often hit with road salt and calcium chloride tracked in on boots. These de-icing chemicals destroy inferior

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



coatings.

Non-negotiable product requirements for Ottawa exterior concrete:

Elastomeric or epoxy-based coatings — standard latex floor paint will not survive

Anti-slip texture additive — essential for Ottawa winters (liability issue too)

Concrete etching before application — either acid etch or mechanical grinding

Moisture testing — concrete must be dry; use a plastic sheet taped down for 24 hours to check

Preparation Costs (The Hidden Budget Item)

On older Ottawa homes — especially in Sandy Hill, the Glebe, Centretown, and Old Ottawa South —

concrete steps may be 50-80 years old with multiple layers of old paint. Preparation often costs as much as the

painting itself:

Pressure washing: $100-$200 (necessary on any exterior concrete)

Scraping and wire-brushing old paint: $150-$400 depending on condition

Crack filling with hydraulic cement or polyurethane caulk: $100-$300

Concrete resurfacing compound (for spalled surfaces): $300-$800

Acid etching: $75-$150

Grinding (for heavily coated surfaces): $200-$500

A painter who skips thorough prep on Ottawa exterior concrete is guaranteeing failure. If someone quotes you

significantly below the ranges above, they're likely cutting corners on preparation.

Best Products for Ottawa Conditions

Experienced Ottawa painters typically reach for these products:

Behr Granite Grip or DeckOver: $40-$55/gallon — thick, textured, good freeze-thaw resistance

Rust-Oleum EpoxyShield: $70-$90/kit — two-part epoxy, excellent durability

Sherwin-Williams Porch & Floor Enamel: $50-$65/gallon — good mid-range option

Benjamin Moore Floor & Patio Low Sheen: $55-$70/gallon — solid performer

For maximum longevity, two-part epoxy systems or elastomeric coatings outperform single-component

paints by 3-5 years in Ottawa conditions.

Timing Is Everything
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Exterior concrete painting in Ottawa has a narrow optimal window: late May through mid-September. The

concrete surface needs to be:

Minimum 10°C (most coatings require this)

Dry for at least 48-72 hours before application

No rain forecast for 24-48 hours after application

Not in direct blazing sun during application (early morning or overcast days are ideal)

Spring is risky because Ottawa's late snowmelts can leave concrete saturated well into May. Early fall works

well but you're racing against October's cooler nights that slow curing.

Realistic Lifespan Expectations

With proper prep and quality products, expect:

Standard concrete porch paint: 2-4 years before touch-ups needed

Epoxy coating: 5-8 years

Elastomeric coating: 5-7 years

Concrete stain (penetrating, not film-forming): 3-5 years but easier to reapply

The Ottawa Construction Network directory lists painters experienced with exterior concrete work — this is a

specialty, so look for Ottawa Paint Contractors who specifically mention porch, step, and concrete coating

services rather than interior-only painters.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

RenoMotion Inc.

Diamond renovations

Callandgone

Capital City Drywall

View all contractors ?
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Q80

What Is the Average Cost for Painting a Church or Community Hall in Ottawa?

Painting a church or community hall in Ottawa is a significant project that comes with unique challenges — high

ceilings, large open spaces, heritage considerations, and often tight budgets managed by volunteer committees.

Having worked with many Ottawa congregations and community organizations, I can give you realistic numbers

and practical advice for planning this work.

Average Ottawa Costs for Church and Hall Painting

Pricing varies enormously based on size, ceiling height, and condition, but here are realistic Ottawa ranges:

Small community hall (1,500-2,500 sq ft, standard 10-12 ft ceilings): $5,000-$12,000

Medium church sanctuary (3,000-5,000 sq ft, 15-20 ft ceilings): $12,000-$25,000

Large church (5,000-10,000 sq ft, 20-30+ ft vaulted ceilings): $25,000-$60,000

Multi-room facility (sanctuary + fellowship hall + classrooms + hallways): $30,000-$80,000+

Ottawa pricing is generally 10-15% below GTA rates for commercial painting, which helps stretch those

congregation donation dollars further.

Why Church and Hall Painting Costs More Per Square Foot

Height is the primary cost driver. Standard residential painting assumes 8-9 foot ceilings. Churches regularly

have 15-30+ foot ceilings, and Ottawa has several with soaring vaulted ceilings exceeding 40 feet. High work

requires:

Scaffolding rental: $1,500-$8,000+ depending on height and duration (this alone can be 15-25% of the total

project cost)

Scissor lifts or boom lifts: $500-$1,500 per week rental

Fall protection equipment and WSIB-compliant safety plans — Ontario's Occupational Health and Safety

Act requires fall protection above 3 metres (10 feet), which applies to virtually every church ceiling

Slower production rates — painters working at height cover roughly half the area per day compared to

standard-height rooms

Heritage requirements add another layer for many Ottawa churches. Properties in the ByWard Market,

Lowertown, Sandy Hill, and Centretown heritage conservation districts may require approval from the City

of Ottawa Heritage department before exterior painting. Even interior work on designated heritage buildings

sometimes requires specific paint types or colour palettes to maintain historical accuracy.
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Per-Square-Foot Pricing Breakdown

Walls at standard height (up to 12 ft): $2.50-$4.50 per sq ft

Walls at height (12-20 ft, scaffolding required): $4.00-$7.00 per sq ft

Walls above 20 ft (high scaffolding or lift required): $6.00-$10.00 per sq ft

Ceilings at height: $5.00-$9.00 per sq ft (overhead work is slower and harder)

Trim and architectural details: $4.00-$8.00 per linear foot (churches have more ornate trim than typical

buildings)

Stained glass window frames (careful masking required): $200-$500 per window

Common Scope Items and Add-On Costs

Churches and halls often need more than just a colour refresh:

Water stain repair (very common in older Ottawa churches with roof issues): $200-$800 per area including

stain-blocking primer

Plaster crack repair: $15-$40 per linear foot — Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles and building settling create

ongoing plaster issues

Lead paint testing (pre-1978 buildings): $300-$500 for comprehensive testing

Lead paint encapsulation (if present): adds $3-$6 per sq ft

Acoustic ceiling tiles (fellowship halls): $3-$5 per sq ft to spray

Gymnasium/multi-purpose room floor lines: $500-$1,500 if repainting sport court markings

Scheduling Around Building Use

One challenge unique to churches and community halls is that the building can't be shut down for weeks.

Most Ottawa congregations schedule painting in phases:

Sanctuary: Painted Monday-Saturday, ready for Sunday services (requires fast-drying paint and excellent

ventilation)

Classrooms and offices: Done in summer when programs are lighter

Exterior: Ottawa's May-September window applies, same as residential

Low-VOC or zero-VOC paint is essentially mandatory for churches and halls — these are public gathering

spaces, often used by children and elderly community members. Products like Benjamin Moore Natura or

Sherwin-Williams Harmony are zero-VOC and virtually odourless. Expect to pay $55-$85 per gallon versus
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$40-$60 for standard commercial paint.

Budgeting Tips for Congregations

Get 3-4 quotes — church painting is specialized work, and prices vary significantly

Phase the work over 2-3 years if budget is tight — sanctuary one year, halls the next

Volunteer prep work can reduce costs by 15-25% — congregation members can move furniture, cover pews,

and do basic cleaning

Don't let volunteers do the actual painting above standard height — WSIB and liability implications are

serious if someone falls from scaffolding

Ask about non-profit discounts — many Ottawa painters offer 5-10% off for churches and community

organizations

The Ottawa Construction Network directory lists commercial-capable Ottawa Paint Contractors who have

experience with large-scale institutional work, proper insurance, scaffolding capabilities, and WSIB coverage —

all essential for a project of this nature.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

Above All Painting Inc.

Speedy Pete's Inc

Denys Builds Designs Renovations

613PAINTING INC

View all contractors ?

Q81

How Much Does It Cost to Apply Limewash Paint to Interior Brick in an Ottawa
Home?
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Limewash on interior brick is one of the hottest design trends in Ottawa right now, and for good reason — it

transforms exposed brick from heavy and dark to bright and airy while keeping that beautiful texture. Ottawa

homes, especially in the Glebe, Old Ottawa South, Centretown, and New Edinburgh, have gorgeous original

brick interiors that are perfect candidates for limewash. Here's what it actually costs.

Ottawa Limewash Pricing

For interior brick limewash application, expect these Ottawa ranges:

Single accent wall (roughly 80-120 sq ft): $800-$1,500

Fireplace surround and mantel wall: $600-$1,200

Full room with exposed brick (200-400 sq ft of brick surface): $1,500-$3,500

Basement brick walls (common in older Ottawa homes): $2,000-$5,000 depending on area

Whole-home brick treatment (multiple rooms): $4,000-$10,000+

These prices are 10-15% below GTA rates, where limewash work on a single accent wall commonly starts at

$1,000+.

Per-Square-Foot Cost Breakdown

Limewash application (material + labour, 2-3 coats): $8-$16 per sq ft of brick surface

Premium European limewash products (Romabio, Bauwerk): $12-$20 per sq ft

Standard lime-based wash (traditional recipe): $8-$14 per sq ft

Preparation and cleaning only: $2-$4 per sq ft

Brick surface area is calculated differently than wall area — the mortar joints and texture mean actual coverage

rates are 20-30% lower than painting flat drywall, so more product and time is needed per square foot.

What Exactly Is Limewash?

Limewash is not regular paint. It's a centuries-old coating made from slaked lime (calcium hydroxide) mixed

with water and sometimes natural pigments. Unlike latex paint, which sits on top of surfaces as a plastic film,

limewash penetrates into the porous brick and bonds chemically through carbonation — it literally becomes

part of the masite.

This matters for Ottawa homes because:

Limewash breathes — it allows moisture to pass through brick, which is critical in our climate where

temperature swings from -30°C to +35°C cause moisture movement through masonry
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Regular latex paint on brick traps moisture, which in Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles leads to spalling,

efflorescence, and paint failure — sometimes within one season

Limewash develops beautiful patina over time rather than peeling

It's completely reversible — if you change your mind, limewash can be removed with water and scrubbing

Product Costs

The limewash product itself is a significant cost factor:

Romabio Classico Limewash: $60-$75 per gallon (covers roughly 250-350 sq ft per coat on smooth surfaces,

less on textured brick)

Romabio Masonry Flat: $55-$70 per gallon (for a more opaque finish)

Bauwerk Colour Lime Paint: $80-$100 per litre (premium European option)

Traditional lime putty wash (mixed on-site from lime putty + water): $15-$25 per gallon for materials, but

requires skill to mix properly

Pigments (for colour tinting): $10-$30 per project

A typical accent wall needs 1-2 gallons for 2-3 coats. A full room might need 3-6 gallons.

Why Professional Application Is Worth It

Limewash is technically a DIY-possible project, but professional application delivers dramatically better results

because:

Technique matters enormously — limewash is applied with large masonry brushes using cross-hatch

strokes. The brush technique determines whether you get that coveted weathered European look or just patchy

whitewashed brick

Coat thickness must be consistent — too thick and it looks painted; too thin and coverage is uneven

Brick must be properly prepared — cleaning, wetting, and sometimes treating efflorescence (white salt

deposits) requires experience

Colour matching — limewash dries significantly lighter than it looks wet, so experience with the product is

needed to achieve the desired tone

Ottawa-Specific Considerations

Heritage homes: Many Ottawa heritage properties have interior brick that's been painted with older coatings.

Applying limewash over old latex paint doesn't work — the latex must be fully removed first, which on brick is
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labour-intensive and adds $4-$8 per sq ft to the project. Chemical strippers, heat guns, or media blasting may

be needed.

Basement brick: Ottawa's older homes often have exposed brick foundation walls in basements. Limewash is

actually an excellent choice for these walls because it manages moisture naturally. However, basement brick

with active water infiltration needs the water problem solved first — limewash won't stop water, and applying it

over wet brick wastes your money.

Mortar condition: Before limewashing, any deteriorated mortar joints should be repointed. Ottawa's freeze-

thaw cycles are hard on mortar, and limewash won't hide crumbling joints. Repointing adds $10-$25 per linear

foot but should be done anyway for structural reasons.

Finding the Right Painter

Not every painter does limewash work — it's a specialty skill. When getting quotes from Ottawa Paint

Contractors, ask specifically about their limewash experience and request photos of previous projects. The

Ottawa Construction Network directory can connect you with painters who list decorative and specialty

finishes in their service offerings. A painter experienced with limewash will discuss brick type, moisture

conditions, and colour selection before quoting — if someone just quotes you a price without looking at the brick,

keep looking.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

Above All Painting Inc.

Leeds Property Maintenance

Speedy Pete's Inc

Capital Paint

View all contractors ?
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Q82

What Should I Budget for Painting All the Closet Interiors in My Ottawa Home?

Closet interiors are one of those painting jobs that homeowners either forget about entirely or discover when they're

selling their home and the stager says "paint those closets." It's a smaller-ticket item but can make a surprising

difference in how polished your home feels. Let me break down realistic Ottawa costs.

Ottawa Closet Painting Costs

For a typical Ottawa home with 8-12 closets (3-4 bedroom home), expect to pay:

Full interior painting of all closets: $1,200-$2,800

Per closet average: $120-$300 depending on size and condition

Walk-in closet: $250-$500 per closet

Standard reach-in closet: $100-$200 per closet

Linen closet or pantry: $100-$175 per closet

Front hall coat closet: $125-$225 (usually deeper, with more wall area)

These are 10-15% below what you'd pay in the GTA for the same work.

Size-Based Pricing

Closet painting is typically quoted by surface area or as a flat per-closet rate. Here's how sizes break down:

Small reach-in closet (2 ft deep x 4 ft wide, single door): roughly 50-70 sq ft of paintable wall/ceiling surface —

$100-$175

Standard bedroom closet (2 ft deep x 6 ft wide, sliding or bifold doors): roughly 70-100 sq ft — $150-$225

Walk-in closet (6x8 ft or larger): roughly 150-250 sq ft — $250-$500

Master walk-in (8x10 ft or larger): roughly 250-350 sq ft — $350-$550

What's Involved in Closet Painting

Closet painting is more labour-intensive per square foot than open-room painting because of the tight,

enclosed working conditions:

Removing contents: The painter needs the closet completely empty. Some painters include this in their quote;

others expect you to clear closets beforehand. Clearing them yourself saves $25-$50 per closet in labour
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Removing shelving and rods: Wire shelving systems take 15-30 minutes per closet to remove and reinstall.

Built-in wood shelving that can't be removed must be carefully masked — add $25-$75 per closet

Patching: Closets accumulate screw holes, shelf bracket marks, and hanger damage. Patching adds $25-$75

per closet depending on condition

Priming: If closets haven't been painted in decades (common in Ottawa homes built in the 1960s-1980s),

existing surfaces may need primer for adhesion and to block stains — $25-$50 per closet

Painting: Two coats minimum. Tight spaces mean slower work with brushes and small rollers rather than

standard-size rollers

Paint Selection for Closets

Closet interiors have specific paint needs that differ from regular rooms:

Sheen: Use eggshell or satin finish — easier to clean than flat, and closets get scuffed by hangers, shoes, and

stored items. Semi-gloss on closet shelves specifically for maximum durability

Colour: Bright white is the overwhelmingly popular choice because it maximizes light in these windowless

spaces. A closet painted bright white with a good LED light feels twice as large

Quality: Don't cheap out on closet paint — you'll be hanging clothes against these walls daily. Benjamin Moore

Regal Select ($55-$70/gallon) or Sherwin-Williams Duration ($65-$80/gallon) hold up well

Mould resistance: For closets on exterior walls (common in Ottawa homes), consider mould-resistant paint.

Our Ottawa winters create condensation points on exterior walls where warm indoor air meets cold surfaces,

and closets against these walls are prime mould territory

Ottawa-Specific Closet Concerns

Ottawa's climate creates some unique closet painting considerations:

Exterior wall closets: In Ottawa's -30°C winters, closets on exterior walls are the coldest spots in the house.

Poor insulation (especially in older homes in Alta Vista, Nepean, and Kanata built before modern insulation

standards) means these closets can develop condensation and mould. Before painting, check for mould — if

present, treat with mould-killing primer like Zinsser Mold Killing Primer ($25-$35/gallon) before finish coating.

This adds $50-$100 per affected closet but prevents the mould from bleeding through your new paint.

Basement closets: Many Ottawa homes have finished basements with closets. These are higher moisture

environments, so moisture-resistant paint is a smart upgrade. Budget an extra $25-$50 per basement closet

for premium paint.
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Bundling Closets with a Larger Paint Job

The most cost-effective time to paint closets is when you're already having rooms painted. Most Ottawa

painters will add closet interiors to a room-painting quote at a reduced rate because they're already set up with

equipment, drop cloths, and paint.

Closets added to room-painting job: $75-$175 per closet (20-30% less than standalone)

Standalone closet-only job: $120-$300 per closet (painter has to set up specifically for this)

For a whole-home closet painting project, the minimum trip charge that most professional painters have ($300-

$500) is easily met, so you get better value doing them all at once.

Getting Quotes

When requesting quotes for closet painting from Ottawa Paint Contractors, be specific about:

Number and type of closets (walk-in vs. reach-in)

Whether shelving needs removal or will be painted around

Current condition — are they never-painted drywall, previously painted, or showing any mould/damage?

Whether you'll empty them or need the painter to handle contents

The Ottawa Construction Network directory lists Ottawa-area painters who handle full interior painting

packages including closets — most experienced residential painters include closet work as part of their standard

service offerings.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

Above All Painting Inc.

Jaiko Cleaning Services

Pure Flow Water Solutions inc.

Powell Painting

View all contractors ?

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated April 19, 2026



Q83

How Much Does It Cost to Repaint an Ottawa Home Exterior That Is Peeling
Badly?

A badly peeling exterior is one of the most common reasons Ottawa homeowners call a painter — and

unfortunately, it's also one of the most expensive exterior paint jobs because of the extensive preparation required.

The good news is that once it's done properly, you won't be dealing with this again for 8-12 years. Let me give you

honest Ottawa pricing.

Ottawa Pricing for Peeling Exterior Repaints

For a badly peeling exterior on a typical Ottawa home:

Small bungalow (1,000-1,200 sq ft footprint): $6,000-$10,000

Standard two-storey (1,200-1,800 sq ft footprint): $8,000-$15,000

Large two-storey or split-level: $12,000-$20,000

Heritage home with detailed trim (the Glebe, Rockcliffe, New Edinburgh): $15,000-$30,000+

Compare these to a non-peeling exterior refresh (light prep, 2 coats): $4,000-$8,000 for the same size home.

The difference — often 50-100% more — is entirely driven by preparation labour.

Ottawa prices are roughly 10-15% below Toronto for comparable work, though extreme prep cases narrow that

gap because labour hours are similar.

Why Peeling Exterior Paint Costs So Much More

Preparation on a peeling exterior consumes 50-70% of the total project cost. You can't just paint over

peeling paint — the new coating will peel right off the failing layer underneath. Every square inch of loose,

flaking, or bubbling paint must be removed down to a sound surface.

Here's the typical preparation process and what each step costs:

Pressure washing (2,500-3,000 PSI): $300-$600 — removes loose paint, dirt, mildew, and chalking

Scraping (hand scraping with carbide scrapers): $1,500-$4,000+ — this is the big labour item; a badly peeling

home can take 2-4 painters 2-3 days just to scrape

Sanding (feathering scraped edges smooth): $500-$1,500 — where scraped and unsound paint meets sound

paint, edges must be feathered so they don't show through the new finish

Caulking (windows, doors, trim joints): $300-$800 — Ottawa's temperature extremes open caulk joints regularly
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Wood repair/replacement (rotted trim, fascia, window sills): $500-$3,000+ — peeling paint almost always

means some wood has been exposed to moisture and rotted

Priming (bonding primer on all scraped areas): $500-$1,500 — bare wood and previously painted surfaces

need different primers

Ottawa's Climate: Why Exteriors Peel in the First Place

Ottawa is arguably one of the hardest cities in Canada on exterior paint. The combination of:

Extreme temperature range: -30°C to +35°C means paint films expand and contract dramatically

UV exposure: Ottawa gets surprisingly strong summer sun that degrades paint binders

Freeze-thaw cycles: 100+ freeze-thaw cycles per year (more than most Canadian cities) — moisture gets

behind paint film, freezes, expands, and pushes paint off the substrate

200+ cm of snow annually: Snow piled against siding, ice dams on eaves, and spring melt all drive moisture

into exterior surfaces

High summer humidity: Prevents proper drying between rain events

These factors mean Ottawa exteriors need higher-quality paint and more thorough preparation than homes

in milder climates to achieve reasonable longevity.

Paint Quality Is Non-Negotiable

On a peeling repaint, using cheap paint is throwing money away. You've already invested heavily in preparation

— protect that investment with premium exterior paint:

Benjamin Moore Aura Exterior: $75-$90/gallon — the gold standard, exceptional adhesion, fade resistance,

and flexibility

Sherwin-Williams Duration Exterior: $70-$85/gallon — excellent self-priming properties, great for repaint

work

Benjamin Moore Regal Select Exterior: $60-$75/gallon — solid mid-premium option

PPG Timeless Exterior: $55-$70/gallon — good value performer

A typical Ottawa two-storey exterior requires 12-20 gallons for two coats. Spending an extra $200-$400 on

premium paint adds years of life to the job.

Lead Paint Considerations
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For Ottawa homes built before 1978, there's a significant chance the peeling paint contains lead. Many homes

in Centretown, the Glebe, Sandy Hill, Old Ottawa South, and Lowertown are well within this era. Ontario's

Occupational Health and Safety Act and federal regulations under Health Canada guidelines require specific

handling of lead paint:

Lead paint test: $30-$50 for DIY kit, $200-$400 for professional testing

Lead-safe work practices: adds $1,000-$3,000+ to the project (containment, HEPA filtration, proper disposal)

Full lead abatement (if required by condition): $5,000-$15,000+

This isn't optional — a painter who scrapes lead paint without containment is violating Ontario regulations and

creating a health hazard for your family and neighbours.

Timing Your Project

Ottawa's exterior painting season is May through September, with the sweet spot being June through early

September. For a peeling repaint specifically:

Book early — peeling repaints take 5-10 days (vs. 2-4 for standard repaints), so painters have limited slots

Avoid spring — Ottawa homes are often still damp from snowmelt through May

Best months: June and September — moderate temperatures, lower humidity

Finding the Right Contractor

A peeling exterior repaint is not a job for the cheapest bidder. You need painters who:

Carry full WSIB coverage (required for working at height in Ontario)

Have experience with badly deteriorated surfaces — ask for before-and-after photos

Will provide a written warranty — reputable Ottawa painters warranty exterior work for 3-5 years

Use proper fall protection for second-storey work

Browse Ottawa Paint Contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find experienced

exterior painters who handle full prep-and-repaint projects. Get at least three quotes, and be wary of any quote

that seems dramatically lower — they're almost certainly planning to cut corners on preparation, which means

you'll be doing this again in 2-3 years.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:
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Homeupgraders

RenoMotion Inc.

Renovo Construction

Prochampion

Kitchens by Michael o/a Michael Francis Home Improvements

View all contractors ?

Q84

What Is the Cost to Paint a Finished Attic Room in an Ottawa Home?

Painting a finished attic room in Ottawa comes with some quirks that set it apart from painting a standard bedroom

— angled ceilings, knee walls, dormers, and ventilation challenges all affect the work. Here's a detailed breakdown

of what Ottawa homeowners are paying.

Ottawa Attic Room Painting Costs

For a typical finished attic room (roughly 150-300 sq ft of floor space with sloped ceilings):

Walls and sloped ceilings (standard prep, 2 coats): $1,200-$2,500

Walls only (flat/vertical surfaces, not the sloped ceiling): $600-$1,200

Including trim, baseboards, and window frames: add $300-$600

Including closet/storage areas under eaves: add $200-$500

Complete room including everything (walls, ceilings, trim, doors, closets): $1,500-$3,500

These rates are about 10-15% below GTA pricing for comparable spaces.

Per-Square-Foot Breakdown

Attic rooms typically cost 15-25% more per square foot than standard rooms because of the working

conditions:

Sloped ceiling painting: $3.50-$6.00 per sq ft (versus $2.00-$3.50 for flat ceilings)

Knee walls (short vertical walls where roof meets floor): $3.00-$5.00 per sq ft

Dormer recesses (around dormer windows): $4.00-$7.00 per sq ft — lots of cutting-in around angles

Flat vertical walls (gable ends): $2.50-$4.00 per sq ft (standard wall rate)
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Trim and baseboards: $2.50-$4.50 per linear foot

Why Attic Rooms Cost More

Working geometry: Sloped ceilings mean painters can't use standard roller extension poles efficiently. Much of

the work is done at awkward angles — on knees for knee walls, reaching overhead on slopes, and navigating

tight dormer recesses. This all takes more time.

Access challenges: Getting paint, equipment, and drop cloths up narrow attic stairs (or pull-down attic ladders

in some Ottawa homes) adds setup time. If your attic is accessed through a small hatch or steep narrow

stairway, expect a 10-15% surcharge for difficult access.

Surface preparation: Finished attic rooms in Ottawa often have:

More visible drywall imperfections — the angled surfaces catch light differently and show flaws that flat walls

hide

Nail pops and tape cracks from roof movement — Ottawa's temperature extremes cause roof structures to

shift seasonally

Previous poor-quality finishes — many attic conversions were done as DIY projects with subpar drywall

finishing

Patching and smoothing these issues before painting adds $200-$500 to the prep work.

Ottawa Climate Considerations for Attic Rooms

Attic rooms experience the most extreme temperature and moisture conditions of any room in an Ottawa

home:

Summer heat: Even well-insulated Ottawa attics reach 30-40°C on hot summer days. The ceiling surfaces

(which are essentially the underside of the roof) absorb radiant heat. This means:

Use quality paint rated for temperature extremes — cheap paint on a hot attic ceiling can soften and become

tacky

Paint in spring or fall when attic temperatures are moderate — painting in a 38°C attic causes paint to dry too

fast, leaving brush marks and poor adhesion

Winter moisture: In Ottawa's -30°C winters, the attic room ceiling is the boundary between heated space and

the cold roof. Any insulation gaps or vapour barrier deficiencies create condensation points that lead to paint

failure and mould. Before painting, a good painter will check for:

Dark stains indicating past or current moisture issues
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Peeling or bubbling on sloped ceiling surfaces (classic sign of moisture migrating through)

Mould in corners where slopes meet walls

If moisture issues are found, they need to be addressed before painting — otherwise your new paint will fail

within one winter cycle. Addressing insulation or vapour barrier issues is outside the painter's scope but should

be flagged.

Paint Recommendations for Ottawa Attic Rooms

Ceilings/slopes: Flat or matte finish — hides imperfections on angled surfaces that catch light. Use ceiling-

specific paint formulated for overhead application (less drip). $35-$50/gallon

Walls: Eggshell or satin for washability. $45-$65/gallon for quality interior

Trim: Semi-gloss for contrast and durability. $50-$70/gallon

Light colours strongly recommended — attic rooms typically have limited natural light (small dormers or

gable windows), and light paint maximizes what light exists

Ontario Building Code Considerations

If your attic room was finished as a conversion (not original to the house), it should meet Ontario Building

Code (OBC) requirements for habitable space including:

Minimum ceiling height of 2.1 m (7 feet) over at least 50% of the floor area

Proper egress (window size requirements for bedroom use)

Adequate ventilation

A painter won't enforce building code, but if you're painting as part of making the space a bedroom, be aware

that unpermitted attic conversions can cause issues when selling.

Getting the Best Price

Bundle with other rooms — if you're having bedrooms painted, adding the attic saves on setup and travel

costs. Most Ottawa painters offer 10-15% off attic rooms when bundled with a larger interior job

Clear the room yourself — attic rooms often have furniture that's a pain to move down narrow stairs. Doing this

before the painter arrives saves $100-$200 in labour

Accept limitations — some attic areas (deep eave storage spaces, crawl spaces behind knee walls) aren't

worth painting; leave them as utility storage
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Search the Ottawa Construction Network directory for Ottawa Paint Contractors experienced with non-

standard room layouts — attic painting requires patience and skill with angles that not every painter has

mastered.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

RenoMotion Inc.

Eastern Residential Solution

Oliver Painting Inc

ALTIOR CONSTRUCTION

View all contractors ?
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Q85

How Much Does It Cost to Paint a Condo Building Hallway in an Ottawa
Complex?

Painting condo building hallways is a common maintenance item for Ottawa condo corporations, and it's a project

that requires careful planning around resident access, fire code compliance, and the unique challenges of long,

continuous corridor spaces. Here's what Ottawa condo boards and property managers should expect to budget.

Ottawa Condo Hallway Painting Costs

Costs depend heavily on the building's size, number of floors, and hallway finishes:

Per floor (standard corridor, 80-150 linear feet): $2,500-$6,000

Per square foot of wall surface: $3.00-$6.50

Small low-rise (3-4 floors, 6-8 units per floor): $8,000-$20,000 total

Mid-rise (6-12 floors, 8-15 units per floor): $20,000-$60,000 total

High-rise (15+ floors): $50,000-$150,000+ total

Lobby and main entrance: $3,000-$8,000 (higher-quality finishes expected)

Stairwells (per floor): $1,500-$3,500

Elevator interiors: $500-$1,500 each

Ottawa pricing is roughly 10-15% below Toronto condo painting rates, where commercial painters charge

premium rates driven by higher operating costs.

What's Included in Per-Floor Pricing

A typical condo hallway floor includes:

Corridor walls (both sides): the main surface area — long, continuous runs

Ceiling: often painted to match or in a contrasting white

Door frames (unit entry doors): $50-$100 per frame — there might be 8-15 per floor

Fire doors and stairwell access doors: $75-$150 per door (both sides)

Baseboards: $2.50-$4.00 per linear foot

Chair rail or wainscoting (if present): $3.00-$5.00 per linear foot

Accent walls or feature colours (common in updated buildings): 10-20% premium over single-colour

schemes
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Factors That Drive Condo Hallway Costs

Working hours restrictions: Most Ottawa condo corporations require painting to happen during daytime

hours only (typically 8 AM-5 PM, Monday-Friday) to minimize disruption to residents. Some buildings restrict to

weekday-only work. This extends project timelines and increases labour costs compared to unrestricted

commercial work.

Ventilation requirements: Condo hallways are enclosed spaces with limited ventilation. Low-VOC or zero-

VOC paint is essentially mandatory to protect resident health — many Ottawa condo corporations specify this

in their tender documents. Premium low-VOC products cost $55-$85/gallon versus $35-$55 for standard

commercial paint.

Access and logistics: Painters must work around:

Resident foot traffic throughout the day

Moving dollies and furniture (someone is always moving in or out)

Delivery personnel accessing the building

Emergency access — corridors must remain passable at all times per the Ontario Fire Code

Elevator scheduling for moving equipment between floors

This means hallways are typically painted one side at a time, with the opposite side kept clear as a walkway.

This doubles the number of passes required.

Fire code compliance: Under the Ontario Fire Code (O. Reg. 213/07), corridor finishes in multi-unit residential

buildings must meet flame spread ratings. Standard interior latex paint applied over drywall meets these

requirements, but if your building has any non-standard wall coverings (wallpaper, fabric panels, wood

panelling), the painter and condo board need to ensure replacements comply.

Preparation Is Extensive in Condo Hallways

Condo hallways take a beating from residents, movers, delivery carts, and general traffic. Preparation typically

includes:

Washing walls (scuff marks, handprints, food delivery residue): $0.50-$1.00 per sq ft

Patching (dents from furniture moves, doorknob holes, anchor holes): $200-$500 per floor

Sanding patches smooth: $100-$200 per floor

Caulking trim joints: $100-$300 per floor

Masking unit doors, fire equipment, electrical panels: $200-$400 per floor
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Floor protection (hallway carpets or hard floors): $150-$300 per floor

Colour Selection Strategy

Neutral, durable colour schemes are standard for Ottawa condo hallways:

Warm greys and greiges have replaced the beige tones of the 2010s as the most popular Ottawa condo

hallway colours

Two-tone schemes (darker below a chair rail, lighter above) are both attractive and practical — the lower

section takes more abuse and can be touched up independently

Accent walls at elevator lobbies and corridor ends add visual interest without significantly increasing cost

Sheen selection: Eggshell or satin on walls (washable, hides some imperfections), semi-gloss on trim and

doors (maximum durability)

The Tender Process

Ottawa condo corporations typically follow a formal tender process for hallway painting projects:

The board or property manager issues an RFP (Request for Proposal) with specifications

Three to five painting contractors submit bids

Bids are evaluated on price, experience, insurance, timeline, and references

The winning contractor provides proof of $2-5 million commercial liability insurance and WSIB clearance

certificate

Ontario's Condominium Act, 1998 requires condo boards to obtain competitive bids for contracts above certain

thresholds (varies by declaration but commonly $10,000-$25,000).

Project Timeline

Realistic timelines for Ottawa condo hallway painting:

Small low-rise (3-4 floors): 1-2 weeks

Mid-rise (6-12 floors): 3-6 weeks

High-rise (15+ floors): 6-12 weeks

These assume a two-person painting crew working standard hours with resident-access restrictions.

Finding Qualified Commercial Painters
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Condo hallway painting requires painters with commercial experience, proper insurance, and WSIB

coverage. Not every residential painter can handle the logistics and compliance requirements. The Ottawa

Construction Network directory lists Ottawa Paint Contractors with commercial capabilities — look for

contractors who specifically mention multi-residential or condo experience. Condo property managers in Ottawa

often share painter recommendations, so ask your management company for their preferred vendors as well.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

Grunt Work 4 Grunts

Elie The Carpet Guy Inc.

Geerts Roofing Inc

View all contractors ?

Q86

What Should I Pay for Eco-Friendly Paint Options at an Ottawa Painting
Company?

Choosing eco-friendly paint in Ottawa is easier than ever — the market has evolved dramatically, and today's low-

VOC and zero-VOC options perform just as well as (and sometimes better than) conventional paints. The price

premium has also shrunk significantly. Here's a thorough breakdown of what you'll pay and what you're getting.

Eco-Friendly Paint Price Ranges in Ottawa

The material cost premium for eco-friendly paint over conventional options:

Zero-VOC premium paint: $50-$90 per gallon (vs. $35-$55 for standard)

Low-VOC mid-range paint: $40-$70 per gallon (vs. $30-$50 for standard)

Natural/mineral paint (clay, milk paint, lime-based): $60-$120 per gallon

Recycled-content paint: $25-$45 per gallon (actually cheaper than conventional in some cases)
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For a complete painting job using eco-friendly products, expect to pay about 10-20% more than the same job

with conventional paint. On a typical Ottawa interior painting project:

Standard interior paint job (3-bedroom home): $4,000-$7,000 with conventional paint

Same job with zero-VOC premium paint: $4,500-$8,000

Same job with natural/mineral paint: $5,500-$10,000

Understanding the Eco-Friendly Categories

Not all "eco-friendly" paints are equal. Here's what the labels actually mean:

Zero-VOC Paint ($50-$90/gallon)

VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) are chemicals that evaporate at room temperature, contributing to indoor

air pollution and that strong "new paint" smell. Zero-VOC paints contain less than 5 grams per litre of VOCs

(the regulatory threshold for the zero-VOC label).

Top zero-VOC options available in Ottawa:

Benjamin Moore Natura: $65-$80/gallon — truly zero-VOC (even the tinting system), excellent coverage,

virtually no odour. Available at Ottawa Benjamin Moore dealers on Bank Street, Merivale Road, and in Kanata

Sherwin-Williams Harmony: $55-$70/gallon — zero-VOC, also has antimicrobial properties that resist mould.

Available at Sherwin-Williams stores across Ottawa

Behr Premium Plus: $40-$50/gallon (at Home Depot) — zero-VOC, surprisingly good performance at a lower

price point

PPG Pure Performance: $50-$65/gallon — zero-VOC with excellent durability

Low-VOC Paint ($40-$70/gallon)

Low-VOC paints contain less than 50 g/L for flat finishes and less than 150 g/L for non-flat. Most major

paint brands now fall into this category by default — Canada's VOC Concentration Limits for Architectural

Coatings Regulations under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act cap VOC levels, so even "regular"

paint sold in Ottawa is low-VOC compared to paint from 15 years ago.

Benjamin Moore Regal Select: $55-$70/gallon — low-VOC, exceptional quality

Sherwin-Williams Duration: $65-$80/gallon — low-VOC, excellent durability

Benjamin Moore Aura: $70-$90/gallon — low-VOC, self-priming, color-lock technology

Natural and Mineral Paints ($60-$120/gallon)
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These are made from natural raw materials — clay, chalk, milk protein (casein), linseed oil, or mineral

pigments — rather than petrochemical-derived acrylics:

Romabio (limewash and mineral): $60-$80/gallon — lime-based, zero-VOC, breathable

ECOS Paint: $70-$90/gallon — zero-VOC, no toxic emissions even during application

BioShield: $65-$85/gallon — plant-based, solvent-free

Real Milk Paint: $50-$70/gallon (powder mixed with water) — biodegradable, zero-VOC, unique matte finish

Natural paints are particularly relevant for Ottawa homeowners with chemical sensitivities, allergies, or young

children. They're also popular in heritage home renovations where historically accurate, breathable finishes

are desired — many homes in the Glebe, Rockcliffe Park, and New Edinburgh heritage districts benefit from

mineral or lime-based paints that work with older plaster walls.

Recycled-Content Paint ($25-$45/gallon)

Recycled paint is made from leftover paint collected through municipal programs, reprocessed and reblended:

Boomerang Paint (Canadian company): $25-$35/gallon — available at some Ottawa retailers. Made from

recycled latex paint, GreenCircle certified. Limited colour selection but excellent for utility spaces, rental

repaints, and primer coats

The City of Ottawa Hazardous Waste Depot accepts old paint for recycling — you can feel good knowing the

cycle continues

Ottawa-Specific Benefits of Eco-Friendly Paint

Indoor air quality in Ottawa's sealed-up winters: Ottawa homes are essentially sealed environments for 5-6

months during our long winters. When temperatures drop to -30°C, nobody is opening windows for ventilation.

Conventional paint off-gasses VOCs for weeks or months after application — in a sealed Ottawa home, those

chemicals concentrate in indoor air. Zero-VOC paint is especially valuable in Ottawa because of this

extended sealed-home period.

Painting in occupied homes: Zero-VOC paint allows you to paint rooms that are in active use without

relocating the family. This is a practical consideration — if you're painting bedrooms in January, zero-VOC

means children can sleep in freshly painted rooms the same night. With conventional paint, you'd want 48-72

hours of ventilation which is impossible in an Ottawa winter.

Mould-resistant formulations: Several eco-friendly paints include antimicrobial additives (Sherwin-Williams

Harmony, for example) that resist mould growth — a real benefit in Ottawa bathrooms, kitchens, and basement

spaces where our climate creates persistent humidity issues.
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Do Eco-Friendly Paints Perform as Well?

This was a legitimate concern 10-15 years ago, but modern zero-VOC and low-VOC paints perform on par

with or better than conventional options. The top-tier products (Benjamin Moore Natura, Aura; Sherwin-

Williams Duration, Emerald) are among the highest-rated paints in Consumer Reports testing regardless of

eco category.

Coverage, durability, washability, and colour retention are all excellent. The one area where some

natural/mineral paints differ is sheen options — milk paint and limewash produce matte to low-sheen finishes

only, so they're not suitable if you want semi-gloss or high-gloss.

Finding Painters Who Use Eco-Friendly Products

Most professional Ottawa Paint Contractors now stock and recommend low-VOC or zero-VOC products as

their standard — the industry has largely moved in this direction. When getting quotes, ask specifically:

What brand and product line will they use?

What is the actual VOC content in grams per litre?

Is the tinting system also zero-VOC? (Some paints are zero-VOC base but add VOCs through tinting —

Benjamin Moore Natura uses a zero-VOC tinting system)

Will they provide the product data sheet?

Browse the Ottawa Construction Network directory for painters who emphasize eco-friendly practices —

several Ottawa painting companies have built their reputation specifically around health-conscious,

environmentally responsible painting services.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

RenoMotion Inc.

Transitions Renovations

ART DRYWALL AMD PAINTING

ALTIOR CONSTRUCTION

View all contractors ?
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Q87

How Much Does Semi-Transparent Deck Stain Cost Compared to Solid Stain in
Ottawa?

Great question — choosing between semi-transparent and solid deck stain affects both your budget and how your

deck holds up through Ottawa's punishing winters. Let me break down the real costs so you can plan accordingly.

Semi-Transparent Deck Stain Costs in Ottawa

Semi-transparent stain allows the natural wood grain to show through while providing moderate UV and moisture

protection. For an average Ottawa deck (roughly 200-300 sq ft), here's what you're looking at:

Product cost: $45-$70 per gallon for quality brands like Cabot, TWP, or Benjamin Moore Arborcoat. One gallon

covers approximately 200-400 sq ft depending on wood porosity.

Professional application: $2.50-$4.00 per square foot, including prep work, cleaning, and two coats.

Total project cost for a 250 sq ft deck: $625-$1,000 professionally applied.

DIY material cost for the same deck: roughly $90-$210 for stain plus $30-$50 for brushes, rollers, and cleaner.

The catch with semi-transparent stain in Ottawa? It typically lasts 2-3 years before needing reapplication. Our

freeze-thaw cycles — where temperatures swing from -30C in January to +35C in July — break down lighter

stain films faster than in milder climates.

Solid Deck Stain Costs in Ottawa

Solid stain creates an opaque, paint-like finish that completely hides the wood grain. It offers the highest level

of UV protection and is better at sealing out moisture:

Product cost: $50-$80 per gallon for premium products. Coverage is similar at 200-400 sq ft per gallon.

Professional application: $3.00-$5.00 per square foot. The higher labour cost reflects more demanding prep

— solid stain shows every imperfection, so sanding and priming are critical.

Total project cost for a 250 sq ft deck: $750-$1,250 professionally applied.

DIY material cost: roughly $100-$240 for stain, primer, and supplies.

The upside? Solid stain lasts 4-6 years in Ottawa conditions, nearly double the lifespan of semi-transparent.

That changes the math significantly over a 10-year period.

Long-Term Cost Comparison
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Over 10 years, here's the real picture for a 250 sq ft Ottawa deck:

| Factor | Semi-Transparent | Solid | |--------|-----------------|-------| | Applications needed | 4-5 times | 2-3 times | |

Total 10-year cost (pro) | $2,500-$5,000 | $1,500-$3,750 | | Total 10-year cost (DIY) | $360-$1,050 | $200-$720 |

Solid stain is actually cheaper long-term despite the higher per-application price, simply because you're

restaining half as often.

Which Makes More Sense for Ottawa?

Several Ottawa-specific factors matter here:

Snow load and ice: Ottawa receives over 200 cm of snow annually. Solid stain handles pooling meltwater

and ice scraping far better than semi-transparent.

Sun exposure: South-facing decks in neighbourhoods like Barrhaven or Kanata get intense summer UV. Solid

stain's thicker film provides superior UV blocking.

Wood condition: If your deck boards are older, weathered, or showing grey patches, solid stain covers

imperfections beautifully. Semi-transparent on damaged wood just highlights the wear.

Aesthetic preference: If you have a gorgeous new cedar or pressure-treated deck and love the natural wood

look, semi-transparent is worth the extra maintenance cost.

Prep Work Matters More Than Product Choice

Regardless of which stain you choose, proper preparation is 80% of the job in Ottawa. That means:

Power washing and letting the deck dry for 48-72 hours (Ottawa's humidity in spring can slow drying)

Sanding rough spots and removing any flaking old finish

Applying stain when temperatures are above 10C with no rain in the forecast for 24 hours

Timing your project for late May through September for best results

A poorly prepped deck with expensive stain will fail faster than a well-prepped deck with mid-range product.

Ottawa painters who specialize in exterior work understand this deeply.

If you want professional advice specific to your deck's wood type, age, and exposure, the Ottawa Construction

Network directory lists experienced painting contractors across the region. And for more painting insights

tailored to Ottawa homes, Ottawa Paint Contractors has a library of answers covering everything from deck

care to full exterior projects.

---
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

Engur Construction

All Pro Painters

Prism Services

View all contractors ?

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Paint Contractors. It does not constitute

professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any painting

project. Information is current as of April 19, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawapaintcontractors.com for the latest answers.
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