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Should | use a one-coat or two-coat deck stain system for my Ottawa composite
deck?

You shouldn't use any stain system on a composite deck — composite decking materials are specifically
designed to never need staining or sealing, and applying stain can actually void your warranty and create
maintenance problems. Composite decks in Ottawa are engineered to withstand our extreme temperature swings

and UV exposure without any protective coatings.

Composite decking materials like Trex, TimberTech, and Fiberon have built-in UV inhibitors and colorants that run
throughout the material, not just on the surface. The whole point of choosing composite over natural wood is to
eliminate the annual staining cycle that Ottawa's harsh climate demands. Our freeze-thaw cycles, intense summer
UV, and temperature swings from -30°C to +35°C would cause any stain applied to composite to peel, flake, or
discolor unevenly.

If your composite deck is looking faded or dirty, the solution is cleaning, not staining. Use a composite deck cleaner
(around $15 to $25 per bottle at Ottawa home improvement stores) or a mild soap solution with a soft brush. For
stubborn stains or mildew, oxygen bleach cleaners work well without damaging the material. Power washing is
acceptable but keep the pressure below 1,500 PSI and maintain at least 8 inches distance to avoid surface

damage.

If you actually have a natural wood deck that you're considering staining, then a two-coat system is almost
always better in Ottawa's climate. A quality penetrating stain followed by a second coat provides better protection
against moisture infiltration and UV damage. Semi-transparent or solid stains in the $50 to $80 per gallon range
typically last 2 to 4 years on Ottawa decks, while cheaper single-coat products often fail within 18 months. The key
is proper surface preparation — cleaning, sanding if needed, and ensuring the wood is completely dry before
application.

Always check your deck manufacturer's warranty documentation before applying any products. Most composite

manufacturers explicitly prohibit staining and will void coverage if you attempt it.

How do | maintain a stained Ipe deck in Ottawa compared to pressure-treated
wood?
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Ipe decks require dramatically different maintenance than pressure-treated lumber, and Ottawa's extreme
climate makes these differences even more critical. Ipe is a dense Brazilian hardwood that naturally resists
moisture, insects, and decay, but it weathers to silver-gray without regular oil treatment, while pressure-treated

wood needs more frequent staining and sealing to prevent rot and splitting.

For Ipe maintenance in Ottawa, the key is understanding that this wood doesn't absorb stain like softwood — it
needs specially formulated hardwood oils or penetrating sealers. Products like Penofin Hardwood Formula or
Messmer's UV Plus for Hardwoods ($60 to $80 per gallon) are designed to penetrate Ipe's dense grain structure.
You'll typically need to clean the deck with a hardwood cleaner first, then apply the oil when temperatures are
between 15 to 25 degrees Celsius with low humidity — ideal conditions occur in late May through early September
in Ottawa. Ipe maintenance is typically needed every 12 to 18 months if you want to maintain the rich brown colour,

compared to pressure-treated decks that often need attention annually.

Pressure-treated lumber maintenance in Ottawa involves more aggressive staining because the wood is more
porous and vulnerable to freeze-thaw damage. Semi-transparent or solid stains ($45 to $70 per gallon) provide
better protection than clear sealers, and you'll need to restain every 2 to 3 years depending on sun exposure. South
and west-facing sections of pressure-treated decks take the most punishment from Ottawa's intense summer sun

and need more frequent touch-ups.

The critical difference is timing and product selection. Ipe can handle Ottawa winters with minimal treatment, but
pressure-treated wood that isn't properly sealed before freeze-up will show splitting, checking, and board warping
by spring. Never use standard deck stains on Ipe — they'll sit on the surface and peel. Similarly, hardwood oils

won't provide adequate protection for pressure-treated lumber.

Both deck types benefit from annual cleaning and inspection, but Ipe forgives neglect much better than pressure-
treated wood. If you're dealing with an older Ipe deck that's gone completely gray, restoration involves sanding or
using a hardwood brightener before oil application — a job that often warrants professional help given the

specialized products and techniques required.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

e Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry
Grunt Work 4 Grunts

Kaizer's Precision Painting

BFI Renovations

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated May 10, 2026



View all contractors ?

What happens if | stain my Ottawa deck too early before the wood has properly
dried?

Staining wet or improperly dried deck wood in Ottawa will cause the stain to fail within the first year, often showing
up as peeling, flaking, or blotchy discoloration by the following spring. The stain cannot properly penetrate moisture-
laden wood fibers, so it sits on the surface where Ottawa's brutal freeze-thaw cycles will quickly break the bond and
cause adhesion failure.

Ottawa's spring conditions make this mistake particularly common. After our long winter with deep frost penetration,
deck boards retain significant moisture well into May and even early June. Many homeowners see a few warm days
in April or early May and assume their deck is ready for staining, but wood moisture content often remains above
the critical 15 to 20 percent threshold needed for proper stain absorption. Cedar and pressure-treated lumber can

take 4 to 6 weeks of consistent warm, dry weather to reach optimal moisture levels after our winter.

When you stain over wet wood, several problems occur immediately and over time. The stain cannot penetrate
deeply, creating a weak surface film instead of the deep protection that quality deck stains are designed to provide.
Trapped moisture underneath the stain will push outward as temperatures rise, causing bubbling and blistering.
During Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles, this trapped moisture expands and contracts, systematically destroying the
stain bond. You'll also see uneven color absorption, with some boards appearing darker or lighter than others

depending on their individual moisture content.

The proper approach is to test wood moisture with an inexpensive moisture meter (available at Canadian Tire or
Home Depot for $30 to $50) before staining. Wood should read below 15 percent moisture content, and you should
test multiple boards since moisture levels can vary significantly across the same deck. If you don't have a moisture
meter, the water drop test works reasonably well — sprinkle water drops on the wood surface, and they should

soak in within 10 to 15 minutes rather than beading up or sitting on the surface.

For Ottawa decks, the ideal staining window typically runs from mid-June through early September, with July and
August offering the most consistent conditions. The wood should have at least 48 hours of dry weather before
staining, and you need another 24 to 48 hours of dry conditions after application for proper curing. Always check
the weather forecast for both temperature and precipitation — most quality deck stains require minimum application

temperatures of 10 to 15 degrees Celsius and no rain for at least 24 hours after application.
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If you've already stained wet wood and are seeing early failure signs, you'll likely need to strip the failed stain and
start over once the wood properly dries. This typically involves chemical strippers or pressure washing, followed by
sanding to remove any remaining stain residue. When you're ready to tackle a deck staining project properly, you
can browse experienced deck and fence contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory who

understand the timing and moisture requirements critical for long-lasting results in our climate.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with
qualified professionals:

e Justyn Rook Contracting

e JC Carpentry

e Elie The Carpet Guy Inc.

e Stef's Quality Painting

¢ MAK Construction and Development Inc

View all contractors ?
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What is the best time of year to stain an outdoor deck in Ottawa?

Timing a deck staining project in Ottawa requires more precision than most homeowners expect, because our

climate gives us a surprisingly narrow window of ideal conditions compared to cities with milder weather.

The Ideal Window: Late May Through Mid-June
Late May to mid-June is the sweet spot for deck staining in Ottawa. Here is why this window works so well:
e Temperatures are consistently between 10-25°C, which is the ideal range for stain absorption and curing.

Most deck stains require a minimum of 10°C (50°F) for proper drying.

e Spring rain has typically tapered off by late May, giving you stretches of 3-5 dry days in a row, which is critical
because fresh stain needs 24-48 hours without rain to cure properly.

e Humidity levels are moderate, usually between 40-60%. Too humid and the stain will not dry; too dry and it
can cure too quickly before penetrating the wood properly.

e The deck has had time to dry out after winter snow and spring melt. By late May, most Ottawa decks have

been exposed to enough sun and wind to bring wood moisture content down to the 12-15% range that stain

needs for proper absorption.

e UV exposure has not yet baked the wood. Fresh spring wood is still relatively clean and receptive to stain. By
mid-July, intense sun has already started degrading unprotected wood fibre.
The Secondary Window: Early to Mid-September

If you miss the spring window, early to mid-September is the second-best option. The intense summer heat
has passed, temperatures drop back to comfortable working range, and Ottawa typically gets a stretch of
beautiful dry weather in early fall. The Gatineau Hills are turning colours, the air is crisp, and conditions are

excellent for stain application.

However, timing is tighter in fall. You need the stain to cure fully before the first sustained frost, which
historically arrives in Ottawa around mid to late October. That means your stain must be fully applied and

cured by early October at the latest, giving you roughly a 3-4 week window in September.
When NOT to Stain in Ottawa

July and August

Ottawa's summer heat is underestimated. When deck surface temperatures hit 35-45°C in direct sun during July

and August, stain dries on the surface before it can penetrate into the wood grain. This creates a film that peels
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and flakes within a year rather than a deep, bonded stain that lasts. If you must stain in summer, work early
morning (before 9 AM) or in shade and never apply to a hot deck surface.
October Through April

This should be obvious, but Ottawa's -25°C to -30°C winter temperatures make staining impossible from
roughly mid-October through late April. Stain will not cure below 10°C, and any moisture trapped in the wood will
freeze and push the stain out.

Immediately After Rain

Wood needs to be dry to absorb stain. After a rain in Ottawa, allow 48-72 hours of dry weather before applying
stain. You can test moisture by sprinkling water on the deck: if it beads up, the wood is still too wet. If it absorbs

within 10 seconds, you are good to go.

Preparing for Your Staining Window

Smart Ottawa homeowners start prep work 2-3 weeks before they plan to stain:

e Power wash the deck in early May. Use a fan tip at 1,500-2,000 PSI for softwood (cedar, pressure-treated
pine) or up to 2,500 PSI for hardwood. Keep the nozzle 12-18 inches from the surface to avoid raising the

grain excessively.

e Apply a deck cleaner/brightener. After power washing, a wood brightener containing oxalic acid restores the
wood's natural pH and opens pores for better stain absorption. Cost is roughly $25-$40 for enough product to

treat a standard 200-square-foot deck.

e Sand any rough spots raised by power washing. A random orbital sander with 80-grit paper smooths things

quickly.

e Replace any damaged boards. New pressure-treated lumber needs 3-6 months of weathering before it will
accept stain, so if you are replacing boards, factor that into your timeline or use a stain specifically formulated for

new pressure-treated wood.

e Let everything dry for at least 48 hours of dry weather before applying stain.

Cost of Professional Deck Staining in Ottawa

Professional deck staining in Ottawa typically costs:

e Small deck (under 150 sq ft): $400-$700
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e Medium deck (150-300 sq ft): $700-$1,200

e Large deck (300-500 sq ft): $1,200-$2,000

e Multi-level or complex (500+ sq ft with stairs and railings): $2,000-$3,500
These prices include cleaning, prep, and two coats of quality stain. Railings, stairs, and spindles add significant

labour because of the detail work involved.

Because the staining window is narrow in Ottawa, professional painters book up fast in May. If you are
planning a spring stain job, book your contractor in March or early April. The Ottawa Paint Contractors listed in
the Ottawa Construction Network directory include professionals who handle deck staining and can advise on

the best timing for your specific deck orientation and wood type.

Book early, prep in advance, and aim for that late May sweet spot. Your deck will thank you with years of

beautiful, protected wood.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

gualified professionals:

e Luxe Painting and Renovations
e JC Carpentry

¢ All Pro Painters

e Powell Painting

e Eastern Residential Solution

View all contractors ?

How often should | restain my deck in Ottawa given the harsh winter
conditions?

Ottawa's climate is one of the hardest on deck finishes in Canada, and the restaining frequency that works in
Vancouver or even Toronto simply will not hold up here. Your restaining schedule depends on the type of stain,

wood species, deck orientation, and how aggressive our winters get, but here are the real-world timelines.

General Restaining Frequency for Ottawa
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| Stain Type | Typical Lifespan in Ottawa | Restain Interval | | | | |
Transparent/clear | 1-2 years | Annually | | Semi-transparent | 2-3 years | Every 2-3 years | | Semi-solid | 3-4

years | Every 3-4 years | | Solid stain | 4-5 years | Every 4-5 years |

These are realistic Ottawa timelines, not the manufacturer's claims which are based on moderate climates.
Manufacturer labels that say "5-year protection” are often based on testing in conditions nothing like Ottawa's

freeze-thaw brutality.

Why Ottawa Is So Hard on Deck Stain
Ottawa's combination of climate factors creates a perfect storm of deck stain degradation:

Freeze-thaw cycles are the primary killer. Ottawa experiences 100+ freeze-thaw cycles per year, concentrated in
November, March, and April. Each cycle forces moisture into wood grain, freezes and expands it, then contracts as
it thaws. This mechanical action physically pushes stain out of the wood pores from the inside. No other weathering

factor degrades stain faster.

Snow load and ice sit on Ottawa decks for 4-5 months straight. Packed snow holds moisture against the wood
surface continuously, and when it melts and refreezes repeatedly in March and April, the water penetration

intensifies. Decks with poor drainage or boards that have cupped over time pool this melt water and fail even faster.

UV intensity in summer is the second biggest factor. Ottawa's latitude gives us 15+ hours of daylight in June
and July, and the sun angle is intense enough to break down stain pigments quickly. South and west-facing decks

take the worst UV punishment.

Temperature extremes from -30°C in January to +35°C in July mean the wood itself expands and contracts
dramatically through the year. This movement stresses stain adhesion at a microscopic level, causing hairline

cracks that allow water entry.

Humidity swings from bone-dry winter air (indoor spill-over when doors are opened) to Ottawa's muggy July
humidity create constant moisture cycling in the wood.

How to Know When Your Deck Needs Restaining

Rather than following a rigid calendar, test your deck each spring after the snow melts and the wood has dried for

a week:

The water test. Sprinkle water on the deck surface in several spots. If water beads up and sits on the surface,
the stain is still protecting. If water soaks into the wood within 10 seconds, the stain has broken down and it is

time to restain.
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e Visual inspection. Look for:

- Graying wood visible through the stain, especially on high-traffic paths and south-facing sections - Flaking or
peeling on solid stains (semi-transparent and transparent stains wear away rather than peel) - Dark spots
indicating moisture is penetrating and sitting in the wood - Splintering or raised grain where stain has worn off

completely

e The tape test (for solid stains). Press a piece of painter's tape firmly onto the deck and pull it off. If stain comes off

with the tape, the bond has failed.

Strategies to Extend Stain Life in Ottawa

Choose the right stain type for your maintenance tolerance. If you dislike the idea of annual restaining, avoid
transparent stains. A semi-transparent penetrating stain offers the best balance of natural wood appearance and
longevity for Ottawa conditions. Products like Cabot Australian Timber Oil or TWP (Total Wood Preservative) are

specifically formulated for extreme climates.

Apply two coats initially. Many Ottawa homeowners apply only one coat, which cuts the lifespan in half. Two thin

coats that fully absorb into the wood provide dramatically better protection than one heavy coat.

Maintain proper drainage. Clean debris from between deck boards each fall before snow arrives. Leaves and pine
needles trap moisture and accelerate stain failure. A leaf blower run across the deck in late October takes 10

minutes and adds months to your stain life.

Shovel snow strategically. Use a plastic shovel and push snow off the deck rather than letting it accumulate all
winter. You do not need to get it perfectly clean, but reducing the snow load reduces moisture contact time

significantly.

Address high-wear areas annually. Even if the full deck does not need restaining, stair treads, entry areas, and
south-facing railings typically need a refresher coat every year. A maintenance coat on these areas takes an

afternoon and a single can of stain ($40-$60) and prevents having to strip and refinish the entire deck prematurely.

Cost of Routine Restaining in Ottawa

Regular maintenance restaining (cleaning + one coat on a previously stained deck) costs significantly less than a
full strip-and-restain:

e Maintenance restain (200-300 sq ft deck): $500-$1,000

e Full strip and restain (required when stain has failed badly): $1,200-$2,500

Keeping up with a regular restaining schedule avoids the expensive full strip, which requires chemical strippers

or aggressive sanding and doubles the project cost.
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The Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory include deck specialists who can
assess your deck's current condition and recommend the right restaining schedule for your specific wood type

and exposure. A 20-minute spring inspection saves thousands in premature deck replacement.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

JC Carpentry

The Granite shop

ALM Construction & Landscaping Inc.

ART DRYWALL AMD PAINTING

View all contractors ?

Should | use oil-based or water-based deck stain for an Ottawa pressure-treated
deck?

This is one of the most debated topics among Ottawa deck owners, and the answer has shifted meaningfully in

recent years as product formulations have evolved. Here is the honest comparison for Ottawa's specific conditions.

The Quick Answer

For pressure-treated lumber in Ottawa, a high-quality penetrating oil-based stain still outperforms most water-
based options for durability and protection, particularly against our freeze-thaw cycles. However, the best hybrid

water-based stains have closed the gap significantly and offer practical advantages that matter in real life.
Oil-Based Deck Stain: Strengths and Weaknesses

Why Oil-Based Works Well in Ottawa

Deep penetration into wood fibre is the main advantage of oil-based stain, and it is especially important for

Ottawa decks. Oil-based stains soak into the wood rather than forming a film on the surface, which means:
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Freeze-thaw resistance is superior. Since the stain is inside the wood rather than on top of it, Ottawa's 100+
annual freeze-thaw cycles cannot peel or flake it off. The stain wears away gradually and gracefully rather than

failing catastrophically.

Moisture repellency is excellent. Oil-based stains condition the wood fibres themselves, making the entire top

layer of the board water-resistant. This is critical when snow sits on your Ottawa deck for 4-5 months.

Natural wood appearance is enhanced. Oil-based stains bring out the grain and give pressure-treated lumber

a richer, warmer look than most water-based products.

Top oil-based stains that perform well in Ottawa:

TWP (Total Wood Preservative) 1500 Series — widely considered the gold standard for extreme climates,
excellent UV protection

Cabot Australian Timber Oil — deep penetration, beautiful finish, weathers naturally

Armstrong Clark — newer brand with excellent penetration and Ottawa-appropriate formulations
The Downsides of Oil-Based

VOC regulations. Ontario has tightened volatile organic compound limits, and some oil-based stains that were
previously available are now restricted. The products listed above are still compliant, but the selection is

narrower than it was five years ago.

Longer dry time. Oil-based stains need 24-48 hours to dry and are tacky for much of that time. In Ottawa's

unpredictable spring weather, you need a confirmed 48-hour dry window, which limits your scheduling flexibility.

Messier application. Cleanup requires mineral spirits, rags need to be disposed of carefully (they can

spontaneously combust), and overspray stains concrete and stone permanently.

Cannot apply over existing water-based stain. If your deck was previously stained with a water-based

product, you need to strip it completely before switching to oil-based.
Water-Based Deck Stain: Strengths and Weaknesses

Why Water-Based Has Improved

Modern water-based deck stains use advanced resin technology that is genuinely different from the watery

products of 10-15 years ago:

Faster drying. Most water-based stains dry to the touch in 2-4 hours and can handle light foot traffic the same

day. In Ottawa's narrow staining windows, this is a real practical advantage.
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e Low VOC and easier cleanup. Soap and water cleanup, no fire risk from rags, and lower odour during

application.

e UV protection has improved dramatically. Products like Behr Premium Semi-Transparent Waterproofing
Stain and Sherwin-Williams SuperDeck now include trans-oxide pigments that block UV nearly as well as oil-

based options.

e Better colour retention. Water-based stains tend to hold their colour longer because the pigments are

suspended in a more UV-stable binder.
Where Water-Based Falls Short in Ottawa

e Surface film formation. Most water-based stains sit more on top of the wood than inside it. In Ottawa's freeze-
thaw environment, this surface film can crack, peel, and flake, requiring a strip-and-redo rather than a simple

maintenance recoat.

e Moisture protection is generally weaker. Water-based stains do not condition wood fibres the way oil does,

SO moisture penetration through worn areas is more aggressive.

e Recoating challenges. When water-based stain peels (and in Ottawa, it often does within 2-3 years), the prep
work for recoating is more intensive than with oil-based, which simply wears away and can be recoated with

minimal prep.

The Hybrid Option

Some products now offer modified oil or oil-water hybrid formulations that attempt to combine the

penetration of oil with the ease-of-use of water-based:

e Cabot Gold — a water-cleanable stain with oil-like penetration
e TWP Water Based — the water-based version of the TWP line, designed specifically for harsh climates

These hybrids are worth considering for Ottawa homeowners who want better penetration than standard water-
based without the cleanup hassle of pure oil.
Pressure-Treated Lumber Considerations

Pressure-treated wood adds a specific wrinkle. Modern MCA (micronized copper azole) treated lumber, which
is standard at Ottawa lumber yards like Dunn Lumber, Totem, and the big box stores, has different stain

compatibility than older CCA-treated wood:

e New pressure-treated lumber must weather for 3-6 months before staining, regardless of stain type. The

wood needs time to dry and the surface mill glaze needs to break down.
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Oil-based stains generally bond better to pressure-treated lumber because the oil can penetrate past the

surface treatment chemicals.

A deck cleaner/brightener applied before staining is especially important on pressure-treated lumber to open

the pores. Budget $25-$40 for cleaner product.

Pricing in Ottawa
Product costs are comparable:

Oil-based premium stain: $50-$75 per gallon (covers 150-300 sq ft per gallon depending on wood porosity)
Water-based premium stain: $45-$65 per gallon (similar coverage)

Professional application (either type, including prep): $3-$6 per square foot

My Recommendation for Ottawa

For a pressure-treated deck in Ottawa, | lean toward oil-based penetrating stain for first-time applications and
restaining, specifically TWP 1500 or Armstrong Clark. The freeze-thaw performance advantage is meaningful in
our climate, and the graceful wear pattern makes maintenance restaining simpler and less expensive over the

deck's lifetime.

If you have specific reasons to prefer water-based (allergies, enclosed deck area, environmental preference),
choose a premium product and plan to restain every 2 years rather than stretching it. The Ottawa Paint
Contractors on the Ottawa Construction Network directory can evaluate your specific deck and recommend the

best product for your wood type, age, and exposure.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins
RenoMotion Inc.
L.L. Renovation
Oliver Painting Inc

CONSTRUST BK INC

View all contractors ?
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How do | prepare my Ottawa deck for staining after along winter season?

After five months of snow, ice, road salt tracked from boots, and relentless freeze-thaw cycles, your Ottawa deck
needs serious prep work before it is ready to accept stain. Skipping or rushing this stage is the single most common

reason deck stain jobs fail within a year. Here is the full spring preparation process.

Step 1: Wait for the Right Conditions

Do not rush out the first warm weekend in April. Your deck needs time to dry out after the snow melts, and Ottawa's

spring is notoriously unpredictable with overnight frosts well into May.

Target timing: mid-May at the earliest. The deck should have been snow-free and exposed to sun and air for at
least 2-3 weeks before you start prep. Wood moisture content needs to be below 15% for stain to absorb properly.
You can check this with a pin-type moisture meter (available for $25-$40 at any Ottawa hardware store) or do the

water test: sprinkle water on several spots, and if it absorbs within 10 seconds, the wood is ready.

Step 2: Clear and Inspect

Remove everything from the deck. Furniture, planters, grills, mats, everything. You need full access to every

board, and items left in place create moisture traps.
Now do a thorough inspection:

e Check for structural issues first. Push a screwdriver into the ends of joists, ledger boards, and any ground-
contact posts. Soft wood means rot, and no amount of staining fixes structural decay. Ottawa's freeze-thaw

cycles accelerate rot at connection points where water pools.

e Identify loose or popped fasteners. Winter heaving loosens screws and nails. Drive them back in or replace
with slightly longer deck screws. A deck screw gun and a box of 3-inch exterior screws ($15-$20) handles this
quickly.

e Mark boards that need replacement. Cracked, split, warped, or rotted boards should be replaced before
staining. New pressure-treated lumber at Ottawa prices runs about $1.50-$3.00 per linear foot for standard 5/4
x 6 decking. Remember that new boards need 3-6 months of weathering before they will accept stain, so

either replace them now and stain them in fall, or use a stain product rated for new pressure-treated lumber.

e Check for mould and mildew. Black or green spots on the wood surface are common on Ottawa decks,
especially on north-facing sections or areas shaded by the house. These need to be killed and removed during

cleaning, not just stained over.
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Step 3: Remove Debris Between Boards

This step is often skipped and it matters enormously. Debris trapped between deck boards holds moisture

against the wood edges and creates rot channels. Use a:

Putty knife or dedicated deck gap cleaner tool ($10-$15) to scrape out compacted leaves, seeds, and dirt

from between every board
Shop vacuum to clean up the loosened debris

Check underneath the deck if accessible. Piled leaves and organic debris against the underside of the deck

structure hold moisture year-round

Step 4: Power Wash

Power washing removes dirt, grey oxidized wood fibre, old loose stain, mould, and road salt residue. This is not

optional for Ottawa decks after winter.

Proper technique matters. Aggressive pressure washing damages wood:

Pressure setting: 1,500-2,000 PSI maximum for softwood (cedar, pressure-treated pine). Use a 25-degree fan

tip, never a zero-degree tip.
Distance: Hold the wand 12-18 inches from the surface

Pattern: Work with the grain, never across it. Use consistent, overlapping passes. Stopping in one spot or

moving too slowly gouges the wood.
Direction: Work from the house outward so dirty water flows off the deck

Railings and stairs: Reduce pressure to 1,200-1,500 PSI for spindles and balusters, which are thinner and

damage more easily

Professional power washing for a standard Ottawa deck costs $200-$400 and is worth it if you are not
experienced with a pressure washer.
Step 5: Apply Deck Cleaner and Brightener

Power washing alone does not restore the wood to an ideal staining surface. A two-step chemical treatment

makes a dramatic difference in stain absorption and final appearance:

Step 5A — Deck cleaner. Apply a sodium percarbonate-based deck cleaner (like Defy Wood Cleaner or
Olympic Premium Deck Cleaner) using a pump sprayer. Let it sit for 10-15 minutes, then scrub with a stiff deck

brush and rinse with the pressure washer at reduced pressure. This removes embedded dirt, mould, and grey
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wood fibres that power washing alone cannot reach.

Step 5B — Wood brightener. After the cleaner has been rinsed and the deck has dried for a few hours, apply
an oxalic acid-based wood brightener (like Defy Wood Brightener). This neutralizes the alkalinity left by the
cleaner, restores the wood's natural pH, and opens the wood pores for maximum stain penetration. Apply with a

pump sprayer, let sit 10-15 minutes, and rinse.

Total cost for cleaner and brightener: $40-$70 for a standard deck. These products are available at Dulux,

Benjamin Moore stores, and Home Depot locations across Ottawa.

Step 6: Sand If Necessary

After power washing and chemical treatment, check the deck surface by running your hand across it. If you feel

raised grain, fuzziness, or roughness:

Use a random orbital sander with 60-80 grit paper on the worst spots
Follow up with 100 grit for a smooth finish

Do not over-sand. You want to knock down raised fibres, not remove wood. Over-sanding closes the wood

pores and reduces stain absorption.

For large decks, a floor-type drum sander ($50-$80/day rental) saves enormous time compared to a hand
sander.

Step 7: Final Dry Time

After all prep work is complete, allow 48-72 hours of dry weather before applying stain. The wood needs to be
uniformly dry throughout, not just on the surface. Check the weather forecast and verify no rain is expected for
at least 48 hours after stain application as well.

Total Prep Timeline for Ottawa

| Task | Time Required | | | | | Clearing and inspection | 1-2 hours | | Debris removal | 1-2 hours | |

Power washing | 2-4 hours | | Chemical treatment | 2-3 hours (plus drying) | | Sanding | 1-3 hours | | Drying time |
48-72 hours | | Total | 2-3 days of work + drying |

Professional deck prep and staining as a complete package in Ottawa runs $700-$2,500 depending on deck
size and condition. The Ottawa Paint Contractors in the Ottawa Construction Network directory include deck
specialists who handle the full prep-to-stain process and can identify issues specific to your deck's age, wood

type, and winter exposure.
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Proper prep is 80% of a successful stain job. Invest the time here and your stain will perform as advertised.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

e Homeupgraders

e Above All Painting Inc.
e JMY Renovations

e True Tone Painting

e Engur Construction

View all contractors ?

What is the difference between transparent, semi-transparent, and solid deck
stain in Ottawa?

Choosing between transparent, semi-transparent, and solid deck stain is one of the most important decisions you
will make for your Ottawa deck, because each type performs very differently in our extreme climate. Here is a
straightforward comparison covering appearance, durability, maintenance, and how each handles Ottawa's brutal

winters.

Transparent (Clear) Deck Stain

What it does: Transparent stain adds UV protection and water repellency while letting 100% of the natural wood

grain and colour show through. It is essentially a protective sealer with minimal pigment.

Appearance: The wood looks natural and uncoated. On cedar, the warm red-brown tones glow. On pressure-
treated pine, you see the greenish-yellow hue of the lumber. Over time, the wood will grey naturally since

transparent stain contains very little UV-blocking pigment.

Durability in Ottawa: 1-2 years maximum. This is the critical issue. Transparent stain has the shortest lifespan
of any stain type in Ottawa's climate. The lack of pigment means minimal UV protection, so the sun breaks down
the wood surface underneath. And because transparent stain provides the thinnest protective layer, Ottawa's

freeze-thaw cycles push moisture through relatively quickly.
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Best for: New cedar decks where you want to showcase the wood's natural beauty and are willing to restain

annually. Also good for homeowners who enjoy the maintenance ritual and want the most natural look possible.

Ottawa-specific notes:

Plan to restain every spring as part of your deck opening routine
Budget $40-$60 per gallon for quality product (covers approximately 200-400 sq ft per gallon)
Recoating is simple since transparent stain does not build up or peel: clean, dry, apply

Cedar deck owners in neighbourhoods like Rockcliffe, the Glebe, and Manotick often prefer transparent stain for

the natural aesthetic

Cost for professional application: $2.50-$4.00 per square foot including prep

Semi-Transparent Deck Stain

What it does: Semi-transparent stain adds colour while still allowing most of the wood grain to show
through. It contains more pigment than transparent stain, providing substantially better UV protection, while still

penetrating into the wood rather than forming a surface film.

Appearance: You see the wood grain pattern and texture, but the colour is noticeably tinted. Available in a wide
range of tones from natural cedar and honey gold to grey-brown weathered looks and darker walnut shades.

Semi-transparent stain gives your deck a rich, polished look that enhances the wood rather than concealing it.

Durability in Ottawa: 2-3 years. The increased pigment content blocks significantly more UV radiation than
transparent stain, and the deeper penetration formula resists Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles better because the
stain is bonded within the wood fibre rather than sitting on top. Semi-transparent stain wears away gradually

rather than peeling or flaking, which is a major advantage for maintenance.

Best for: Most Ottawa deck owners. This is the most popular choice and the best all-around performer for
our climate. It balances natural wood appearance with meaningful protection and reasonable maintenance

intervals.
Ottawa-specific notes:

The sweet spot for Ottawa where you get decent protection without committing to the higher maintenance
demands of solid stain when it eventually fails

Restain every 2-3 years depending on sun exposure and foot traffic

South and west-facing decks will need restaining closer to the 2-year mark; north-facing sections may go the full

3 years
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e Premium products like TWP, Cabot Australian Timber Oil, or Armstrong Clark in semi-transparent

formulations perform exceptionally well through Ottawa winters
e Budget $50-$75 per gallon for premium semi-transparent stain

Cost for professional application: $3.00-$5.00 per square foot including prep

Solid Deck Stain

What it does: Solid stain is essentially a thin paint. It deposits an opaque layer of colour on the wood surface
that completely hides the wood grain. You see the wood texture (the physical ridges and valleys of the grain)

but not the colour pattern or character of the wood underneath.

Appearance: Looks similar to paint but with a slightly flatter, more natural finish. Available in hundreds of
colours. Solid stain is popular for refreshing old, worn decks that have grey, uneven, or unattractive wood

surfaces, since the opaque coverage conceals all of it.

Durability in Ottawa: 3-5 years for initial application. Solid stain provides the strongest UV protection and
the thickest moisture barrier of any stain type. The heavy pigment load blocks virtually all UV radiation, and the

film-forming nature creates a physical barrier against moisture.

However, and this is the critical caveat for Ottawa, when solid stain fails, it fails badly. Unlike semi-
transparent stain that wears away gracefully, solid stain peels, cracks, and flakes when its bond to the wood
breaks down. Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles are particularly destructive to film-forming finishes because moisture
trapped under the film expands when it freezes and physically pushes the stain off the wood. When this
happens on horizontal deck surfaces (which take the most weather abuse), you end up with an ugly, patchy

surface that requires aggressive stripping and sanding before you can recoat.

Best for: Older decks with significant weathering, discolouration, or wood replacement where you want a
uniform appearance. Also good for railings and vertical surfaces where water does not pool and the finish
lasts much longer than on horizontal deck boards. Many Ottawa painters recommend a hybrid approach:

semi-transparent stain on the deck floor and solid stain on railings, stairs risers, and skirting.
Ottawa-specific notes:
e Peeling risk is real. Ottawa's climate is harder on solid stain than almost any other Canadian city due to the

extreme freeze-thaw cycling

e When recoating is needed, prep work is 3-4 times more labour-intensive than semi-transparent because you

must remove all peeling material

e Budget $45-$70 per gallon for quality solid stain (covers 100-200 sq ft per gallon, less coverage than

transparent or semi-transparent)
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e Acrylic-latex solid stains perform better than oil-based solid stains on Ottawa decks because they flex with wood

movement rather than cracking

Cost for professional application: $4.00-$6.00 per square foot including prep (higher due to more product

per square foot and more intensive prep)

Side-by-Side Comparison for Ottawa

| Factor | Transparent | Semi-Transparent | Solid | | [ | | | | Grain visibility |
100% | 60-80% | 0% (texture only) | | UV protection | Low | Moderate-High | High | | Ottawa lifespan | 1-2

years | 2-3 years | 3-5 years | | How it fails | Fades away | Wears away | Peels/flakes | | Recoat difficulty |

Easy | Easy | Difficult | | Best on | New cedar | Any wood | Old/damaged wood | | Freeze-thaw resistance |

Moderate | Good | Good initially, poor when failing |

The Paint IQ Recommendation for Ottawa

Semi-transparent penetrating stain is the best overall choice for Ottawa decks. It delivers meaningful
protection that handles our winters respectably, wears away in a way that makes maintenance recoating simple

and affordable, and still lets you appreciate the natural wood character of your deck.

If you are unsure which type is right for your specific deck's age and condition, the Ottawa Paint Contractors
listed on the Ottawa Construction Network directory can assess your deck in person and recommend the right
product type. Many offer a spring inspection at no charge to evaluate your deck's condition after the winter

season and provide a quote for the work needed.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

Above All Painting Inc.

Capital Paint

Denys Builds Designs Renovations

Leeds Property Maintenance

View all contractors ?
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Can | Stain a New Pressure-Treated Deck Right Away in Ottawa or Should |
Wait?

This is one of the most common questions we hear from Ottawa homeowners who just had a beautiful new
pressure-treated deck built and are eager to protect it. The short answer: you need to wait, and Ottawa's climate

makes the timing a bit trickier than what the can label suggests.

Why New Pressure-Treated Wood Needs Time

Pressure-treated lumber arrives from the supplier saturated with chemical preservatives and moisture. The
wood's moisture content is typically between 40-60% right off the truck. Stain needs to penetrate the wood fibres to

bond properly, and it simply cannot do that when the pores are already full of water and treatment chemicals.

If you apply stain too early, you will likely see peeling, flaking, and blotchy absorption within the first season.
That means stripping everything off and starting over — a frustrating and expensive mistake that costs Ottawa

homeowners anywhere from $3 to $5 per square foot to correct.

The Ottawa Timeline

In most Canadian climates, the standard recommendation is to wait 3 to 6 months before staining new pressure-

treated wood. In Ottawa, however, our specific weather patterns create a more nuanced timeline:

e Spring/summer deck builds (May—August): You will want to wait a minimum of 8 to 12 weeks of warm, dry
weather. Ottawa's summer humidity in the 60-80% range slows the drying process compared to drier climates. A

deck built in June is typically ready for staining in late August or September.

e Fall deck builds (September—October): Here is where it gets tricky. You likely will not have enough warm days
left before winter arrives. Do not attempt to stain once overnight temperatures drop below 10°C
consistently, which usually happens in Ottawa by mid-October. You are better off letting the deck weather

through winter and staining in the following spring.

e Late-season builds (November onward): The deck will sit through Ottawa's brutal freeze-thaw cycles with
temperatures swinging from -30°C to above freezing dozens of times over winter. While this sounds harsh,
the weathering process actually helps open up the wood grain. Plan to stain in late May or June once the wood

has fully dried out from spring rain and snowmelt.

How to Test if Your Deck Is Ready
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The water droplet test is your best friend. Sprinkle a few drops of water on the deck surface in several spots. If
the water beads up and sits on top, the wood is still too wet or the treatment chemicals have not fully

dissipated. If the water soaks in within 10 minutes, the wood is ready to accept stain.

Another indicator: the wood should have started to turn a silvery-grey colour on the surface. This natural

weathering is actually ideal for stain adhesion.

What to Do While You Wait

Just because you are not staining does not mean you should ignore the deck entirely:

Sweep regularly to prevent dirt and organic debris from embedding into the grain
Address any mildew spots with a deck cleaner — Ottawa's humid summers can encourage mould growth
even on new wood

Check for any raised grain or splinters and lightly sand those spots

Consider applying a water repellent preservative (not a stain) if you want some interim protection — products

like Thompson's WaterSeal Clear can buy you time without interfering with future stain application

Cost Expectations for Deck Staining in Ottawa

When you are ready to stain, budget for the following in the Ottawa market:

DIY route: Quality deck stain runs $50 to $80 per gallon, and a gallon covers roughly 150-250 square feet
depending on the product and wood porosity. A typical 200 square foot deck needs 1-2 gallons, so $80 to $160

in materials plus tools.

Professional application: Ottawa painting contractors typically charge $3 to $6 per square foot for deck
staining, which includes cleaning, prep, and two coats of quality stain. For that same 200 square foot deck,

expect to pay $600 to $1,200 for a professional job.

Professional application is worth considering because proper prep work accounts for 70% of a successful
stain job. Experienced painters know how to handle Ottawa's specific wood conditions and will ensure the

surface is properly cleaned and profiled before any stain goes on.

If you are looking for a painter who specializes in deck work, the Ottawa Construction Network directory lists
local contractors with deck staining experience. And here at Ottawa Paint Contractors, our Paint IQ is always

available to answer your specific deck questions before you commit to a plan.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

Above All Painting Inc.

Valcor Construction

Tanner Irwin-Robertson

Transitions Renovations

View all contractors ?

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated May 10, 2026



Q10
How Does Ottawa's Freeze-Thaw Cycle Affect Deck Stain Longevity?

Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycle is genuinely one of the harshest in Canada for exterior wood finishes, and
understanding exactly what it does to your deck stain will help you make smarter decisions about products, timing,

and maintenance.

What Ottawa's Climate Actually Does to Deck Stain

Ottawa experiences an average of 100 to 130 freeze-thaw cycles per year — days when the temperature crosses
the 0°C mark. Our winters routinely hit -25°C to -30°C, while summer temperatures soar above +35°C. That is a

65-degree swing that puts extraordinary stress on any coating bonded to wood.

Here is what happens at the molecular level during each freeze-thaw cycle:

Moisture enters the wood through micro-cracks in the stain film during rain, snowmelt, or humid days

Water freezes and expands by approximately 9% in volume, pushing against the stain from underneath

Ice melts as temperatures rise, leaving behind a slightly larger gap than before

Repeat 100+ times per winter, and you have a progressive mechanical failure that no stain can completely resist

This process is called frost heaving at the micro level, and it is the number one reason deck stains in Ottawa falil

faster than in milder Canadian cities like Vancouver or Victoria.

How Long Should Deck Stain Last in Ottawa?

Realistic longevity expectations for Ottawa, based on stain type:

e Semi-transparent oil-based stain: 2 to 3 years before requiring recoat. These penetrate deeply and handle

freeze-thaw better than film-forming products because they flex with the wood rather than sitting on top.

e Semi-transparent water-based stain: 1.5 to 2.5 years in Ottawa conditions. Modern acrylic formulas have

improved significantly, but they still tend to lose colour faster in our UV-intense summers.

e Solid colour stain: 2 to 4 years before visible peeling begins. These offer the best UV protection but are the

most vulnerable to freeze-thaw peeling because they form a thicker film on the surface.

e Clear sealers: 6 to 12 months at best. Honestly, clear products in Ottawa are almost a waste of money unless

you are prepared to reapply twice a year. The UV exposure alone destroys them quickly.
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For comparison, the same products in the GTA might last 20 to 30% longer because Toronto gets fewer freeze-

thaw cycles and slightly milder winter lows.

The Snow Load Factor

Ottawa receives over 200 cm of snow annually, and snow sitting on your deck creates a unique problem
beyond freeze-thaw. Persistent moisture contact from melting snow keeps the wood saturated for weeks at a
time during spring thaw. This extended wet period allows water to migrate deeper into the wood grain,

amplifying freeze damage during those late-season cold snaps in March and April.

The worst damage often occurs in March, when Ottawa gets warm sunny days followed by overnight drops well

below freezing. The deck surface heats up, snow melts into the grain, then freezes hard overnight.

Strategies to Maximize Stain Life in Ottawa

Product selection matters enormously:

Choose penetrating oil-based stains over film-forming products. Brands formulated for Canadian winters
(such as Sansin, Sikkens, or Cabot Australian Timber Oil) consistently outperform big-box store products in
freeze-thaw testing. Expect to pay $60 to $90 per gallon for premium deck stains versus $35 to $50 for

economy options.

Avoid building up thick layers. Each additional coat creates a thicker film that is more susceptible to peeling.

Two thin coats is the maximum — any more and you are creating a peeling problem for next year.

Maintenance habits that extend stain life:

Shovel your deck with a plastic shovel — metal blades gouge through stain and expose raw wood to

moisture

Keep snow from piling up against the house where the deck meets the wall; that junction is the most

vulnerable point

Apply a maintenance coat in early fall (September in Ottawa) to reinforce the stain before winter hits. This light

refresh coat costs about $1.50 to $2 per square foot if done professionally, far less than a full strip-and-restain

Ensure proper drainage — deck boards should have adequate spacing (minimum 3mm gaps) so water does

not pool between boards

Timing your application:
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e The ideal staining window in Ottawa is late May through September, when temperatures are consistently
between 15°C and 30°C with low humidity

e Never stain if rain is forecast within 24 hours — Ottawa's unpredictable spring weather makes June through

August the safest months

e Morning application is ideal so the stain has a full day of warmth to penetrate and cure

When Professional Help Makes Sense

If your deck stain is peeling, flaking, or showing grey wood after just one winter, the original application likely
had a prep or product issue. Stripping and re-staining a deck in Ottawa runs $4 to $7 per square foot
professionally — more than a standard restain because the old finish must be chemically or mechanically
removed first.

Browse the Ottawa Construction Network directory to find painters with specific deck refinishing experience.
At Ottawa Paint Contractors, we always recommend getting at least two quotes for deck work, and our Paint

IQ can help you ask the right questions before hiring.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Luxe Painting and Renovations

RenoMotion Inc.

Powell Painting

BFI Renovations

Humble Homes - property maintenance

View all contractors ?

Q11

What Deck Stain Brand Holds Up Best Against Ottawa's Extreme Temperature
Swings?

Choosing the right deck stain brand for Ottawa is not just a matter of preference — it is a genuine performance

decision that can mean the difference between a two-year lifespan and a five-year one. Our temperature swings
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from -30°C in January to +35°C in July eliminate a lot of products that work fine in milder climates.

Top-Performing Deck Stain Brands for Ottawa Conditions

Based on how well products hold up through Ottawa's 100+ annual freeze-thaw cycles, heavy snow loads, and

intense summer UV, here are the standout performers:

Tier 1: Premium Performance
Sansin DEC (Canadian-made)

e Price: $75-$95 per gallon

e Why it works in Ottawa: Sansin is manufactured in Ontario and specifically formulated for Canadian freeze-
thaw conditions. Their water-borne alkyd technology penetrates deeply into the wood rather than forming a
surface film, which means there is nothing sitting on top to peel when ice forms underneath. The product flexes

with the wood through temperature swings rather than cracking.
e Longevity in Ottawa: 3 to 4 years for semi-transparent, which is exceptional by local standards
e Best for: Homeowners who want the longest possible interval between recoats

Sikkens Cetol DEK Finish

e Price: $70-$85 per gallon

e Why it works in Ottawa: Sikkens uses a translucent iron oxide pigment system that provides excellent UV
protection without forming a heavy film. The flexible resin system handles thermal expansion and contraction

remarkably well.
e Longevity in Ottawa: 3 to 4 years with proper prep
e Best for: Cedar and hardwood decks where you want to showcase the grain

Cabot Australian Timber Oil

e Price: $55-$70 per gallon

e Why it works in Ottawa: Deep-penetrating oil formula that does not form any surface film at all. Zero film
means zero peeling, which is a massive advantage in freeze-thaw conditions. The oil nourishes the wood fibres

and creates a water-resistant barrier from within.

e Longevity in Ottawa: 2 to 3 years (shorter than film-forming products, but recoat prep is minimal — just clean

and reapply)

e Best for: Homeowners who prefer easy maintenance over maximum longevity

Tier 2: Strong Mid-Range Options
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Benjamin Moore Arborcoat

Price: $60-$75 per gallon

Why it works in Ottawa: Benjamin Moore's alkyd-modified formula offers good penetration with moderate
film build. Available in semi-transparent and solid, with the semi-transparent being the better choice for Ottawa

decks.
Longevity in Ottawa: 2 to 3 years for semi-transparent
Best for: Homeowners who already use Benjamin Moore interior products and want brand consistency

Ready Seal (oil-based)

Price: $45-$55 per gallon

Why it works in Ottawa: No-back-brushing formula that is very DIY-friendly. Penetrating oil that does not form

a film. The goof-proof application makes it popular with Ottawa homeowners doing their own deck work.
Longevity in Ottawa: 1.5 to 2.5 years

Best for: DIY homeowners who want a forgiving product
What to Avoid in Ottawa

Thick film-forming deck paints marketed as stains — these peel catastrophically after one Ottawa winter

Clear sealers without UV inhibitors — our summer sun intensity at this latitude bleaches unprotected wood in

months

Cheap acrylic latex stains from big-box stores in the $25-$35 range — the resin systems simply cannot

handle the thermal stress, and you will be re-doing the job annually

Any product that says "lifetime guarantee” — no honest manufacturer would make that claim for an Ottawa
deck

Key Factors Beyond Brand

The brand you choose matters, but these factors affect longevity just as much:

Wood species compatibility:

Pressure-treated pine (the most common Ottawa deck material) is porous and absorbs stain well, but requires
thorough drying before application

Cedar has natural oils that can interfere with water-based stains — oil-based products generally adhere better

Ipe and other tropical hardwoods are extremely dense and require specialty products like Penofin Exotic

Hardwood or extra-long dry times between coats
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Surface preparation:

Even the best stain will fail on a poorly prepped surface. Power washing at the correct pressure (1,200-1,500
PSI for softwoods, up to 2,000 for hardwoods) followed by 24 to 48 hours of drying time is non-negotiable in

Ottawa.

If there is old stain, it must be fully stripped — never apply new stain over failing old stain

Application method:

Brush application forces stain into the wood grain more effectively than spraying alone. The ideal method in
Ottawa is spray and back-brush: spray for even coverage, then immediately brush it in.

Apply when surface temperature is between 15°C and 30°C with no rain forecast for 24 hours

Cost Comparison for a Typical Ottawa Deck

For a standard 250 square foot deck using premium products with professional application:

Materials (2 coats): $120-$200 depending on brand and coverage rate

Professional application including prep: $750-$1,500 (Ottawa pricing, roughly 10-15% below GTA rates)
Total professional job: $900-$1,700

DIY materials only: $120-$200 plus tool rental for power washer ($50-$80/day) if you do not own one.

The investment in a premium stain pays for itself when you factor in the labour cost of stripping and re-

staining a failed economy product. One strip-and-restain costs more than two applications of premium stain.

For professional deck staining recommendations specific to your wood species and deck condition, browse the
Ottawa Construction Network directory or ask Ottawa Paint Contractors' Paint IQ — we are happy to help

you narrow down the best product for your specific situation.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

JC Carpentry

SIR Custom

BeyondPrime Building Solutions

Titley Construction
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View all contractors ?

Q12
Should | Sand My Ottawa Cedar Deck Before Applying a Fresh Coat of Stain?

Cedar decks are gorgeous — and Ottawa has a lot of them. But cedar behaves differently from pressure-treated
lumber when it comes to stain prep, and sanding is one of those steps where doing it wrong can actually make
things worse. Let me walk you through when sanding is necessary, when it is not, and how Ottawa's climate plays

into your prep strategy.

When You Should Sand Your Cedar Deck
Yes, sand if:

e The existing stain is peeling or flaking. Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles — over 100 per year — are brutal on
deck finishes. If you see curling paint chips or stain lifting away in sheets, you need to remove all the loose
material. Sanding with 60 to 80 grit paper on a random orbital sander or pole sander is the most effective
approach for spot removal. Follow up with 100 to 120 grit to smooth the transitions between bare wood and

remaining stain.

e The wood surface feels rough, splintery, or has raised grain. Cedar is a softwood that develops fuzzy
raised fibres after exposure to Ottawa's rain, snow, and UV. If you run your hand across the boards and feel
roughness or catch splinters, a light sanding with 80 to 100 grit will knock down the high spots and create a

smooth surface for stain to bond to.

e You are switching from a solid stain to a semi-transparent. The old solid stain must be completely removed,
and sanding is part of that process (usually after chemical stripping). This is a big job — budget $4 to $7 per

square foot if hiring a professional in Ottawa.

e There are grey, weathered patches. Cedar turns a silvery-grey when exposed to UV, and while some
homeowners like that look, grey wood has a degraded surface layer that does not accept stain well. Sanding

removes the dead surface cells and exposes fresh wood underneath that absorbs stain properly.

Do not sand if:

e You are recoating with a penetrating oil stain and the existing coat has worn away evenly. If the previous
stain simply faded and thinned over time (no peeling or flaking), a thorough power wash and brightener

treatment is usually sufficient prep. Sanding in this case can actually close the wood pores and reduce stain
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absorption.

The wood is brand new cedar. New cedar has a natural smooth mill finish. Light sanding with 120 grit can
help, but aggressive sanding burnishes the surface and creates a glazed layer that repels stain. If you do sand

new cedar, keep it light.

You are using a film-forming solid stain. These products sit on top of the wood rather than penetrating, so the

surface just needs to be clean, dry, and free of loose material. A good wash and light scuff is sufficient.

The Ottawa-Specific Sanding Concerns
Our climate creates a few unique challenges for cedar deck prep:

Moisture content matters. Never sand cedar that is damp or wet — the sandpaper clogs instantly and you end
up polishing the wood rather than profiling it. After Ottawa's spring thaw, cedar decks can retain moisture well
into May. Test the moisture content before sanding; it should be below 15%. A moisture meter costs about

$30 to $50 at any Ottawa hardware store and is worth owning.

Cedar's natural oils complicate things. Western red cedar contains thujaplicin, a natural preservative oil. In
fresh cedar, these oils can prevent water-based stains from penetrating properly. Sanding helps by removing the
oily surface layer, but washing with a cedar-specific deck cleaner (oxalic acid based) is equally important.
Ottawa's long winters actually help here — by the time your deck has gone through one Ottawa winter, most of

the surface oils have weathered away.

Watch for soft rot. Ottawa's humidity combined with persistent snow contact can cause soft rot in cedar —
the wood feels spongy and punky when you press on it. If you find soft spots while sanding, stop and assess
the structural integrity of those boards. Sanding soft-rotted wood is pointless; the boards need replacement.

Typical cost for replacing individual deck boards in Ottawa: $15 to $30 per linear foot installed.

How to Sand a Cedar Deck Properly

Here is the step-by-step approach that Ottawa painting professionals follow:

Start with a deck cleaner/brightener. Apply a cedar-appropriate cleaner (products containing oxalic acid work
best) and power wash at 1,000 to 1,200 PSI maximum. Cedar is soft — higher pressure damages the grain.

Cost for a quality deck cleaner: $20 to $35 per gallon, covering about 200 square feet.

Let the deck dry completely. In Ottawa's summer humidity, allow 48 to 72 hours after washing. Do not rush

this step.
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e Sand with the grain using 80 grit for heavy work or 100-120 grit for light prep. A random orbital sander is the
safest choice because it prevents swirl marks. For large decks, a drum or belt floor sander is overkill and will

eat through cedar too aggressively.

e Vacuum or blow off all dust before staining. Dust left in the grain creates a barrier that prevents stain

penetration. An electric leaf blower works well for this.

e Apply stain within 24 to 48 hours of sanding. Freshly sanded cedar begins oxidizing and greying almost

immediately in Ottawa's summer sun. The longer you wait, the more you lose the benefit of sanding.

Professional vs. DIY Sanding in Ottawa

DIY cost: Sandpaper and sander rental runs about $50 to $100 per day from Ottawa tool rental shops. A typical

250 square foot deck takes 3 to 5 hours of sanding work.

Professional prep and stain: Ottawa painters typically charge $3.50 to $6 per square foot for a full sand,
clean, and two-coat stain job on cedar. That includes all materials and labour. For a 250 square foot deck,
expect $875 to $1,500 total.

The professional route is worth considering for cedar specifically, because over-sanding is a common DIY
mistake that leads to blotchy stain absorption. Experienced painters know how to read the wood and adjust

their technique.

Need help finding a painter with cedar deck experience? The Ottawa Construction Network directory
connects you with local contractors, and Ottawa Paint Contractors' Paint IQ can help you evaluate your

specific deck condition before committing to a plan.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Homeupgraders

JC Carpentry

Capital City Drywall

Titley Construction

Custom By Arie

View all contractors ?
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How Do | Fix Blotchy or Uneven Deck Stain on My Ottawa Deck?

Blotchy deck stain is one of the most frustrating problems Ottawa homeowners face, and our climate makes it more
common than in many other Canadian cities. The good news is that it is fixable — the approach just depends on

how bad the situation is and what caused it in the first place.

Why Deck Stain Goes Blotchy in Ottawa
Before jumping to fixes, understanding the cause helps you avoid repeating the problem:

Uneven moisture content is the number one culprit. Ottawa's weather is unpredictable — a sunny morning can
turn into an afternoon downpour, and overnight dew is heavy from May through September. If sections of the deck
were drier than others when stain was applied, the dry areas absorbed more pigment and look darker. This is

especially common when one side of the deck gets morning shade while the other bakes in full sun.

Inconsistent surface preparation. If some areas were power-washed more thoroughly than others, or if old stain
was not uniformly stripped, the porosity varies across the deck. Porous areas soak up stain like a sponge; sealed or
glazed areas repel it.

Lap marks from application technique. Deck staining in Ottawa's +30°C summer heat is tricky because the stain
dries fast. If you stopped mid-board to reload your brush or roller, the leading edge dried before you could blend

into it. The result is visible overlap lines.

Ottawa's freeze-thaw legacy. If the deck went through a winter with failing stain, the freeze-thaw cycles selectively
damaged some areas more than others. The newly prepped surface has varying degrees of wear, leading to
uneven absorption.

Fix Level 1: Minor Blotching (Touch-Up Approach)
If the blotching is subtle — slightly uneven colour but no dramatic light/dark patches:

e Wait for the stain to fully cure (typically 48 to 72 hours in Ottawa summer weather)

e Apply a second thin coat over the entire deck surface, not just the blotchy areas. This evens out the colour by
adding uniform pigment. Work in manageable sections — two to three boards at a time — and maintain a wet
edge

e Use the same stain product and colour. Switching brands or thinning the product changes absorption

characteristics and can make things worse
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Cost: One additional gallon of stain ($50-$80) and a few hours of labour. If hiring out, expect $1.50 to $2.50

per square foot for an additional coat in Ottawa

This works best with semi-transparent and transparent stains that build colour gradually.
Fix Level 2: Moderate Blotching (Selective Correction)
If you have distinct dark spots or streaks surrounded by lighter areas:

Identify whether the problem is too much stain or too little. Dark blotches usually mean excess stain pooled

and was not wiped or back-brushed. Light areas mean the stain did not penetrate.

For dark spots: Dampen a rag with mineral spirits (for oil-based stain) or water (for water-based) and gently
wipe the dark areas while the stain is still somewhat fresh (within the first few days). This lifts excess pigment.

Be gentle — you are trying to even things out, not strip the stain entirely.

For light spots on an otherwise well-stained deck: Lightly sand the light areas with 120 grit sandpaper to
open the grain, then apply stain just to those spots. Feather the edges to blend with the surrounding colour.

Work on one board at a time so the repair blends naturally at the board joints.

Cost for DIY: $20-$50 in materials. Professional spot correction in Ottawa runs $200 to $500 depending on

deck size and severity.

Fix Level 3: Severe Blotching (Strip and Redo)

If the deck looks like a patchwork quilt with dramatically different colours, or if the stain is both blotchy AND

peeling:

Chemical stripping is the only reliable fix. You need to take the deck back to bare wood and start fresh.

Products like Cabot Problem-Solver or Defy Wood Stain Stripper work well on most stain types.

Process: Apply stripper according to directions, let it work (usually 15-30 minutes), then power wash at 1,200

to 1,500 PSI to remove the softened stain. You may need two applications for heavy solid stains.

Follow with a wood brightener (oxalic acid solution) to neutralize the stripper and restore the wood's natural

pH. This step is critical — skipping it leads to the same blotching problem on the redo.

Let the deck dry for at least 48 hours in Ottawa summer weather before restaining. Check moisture content

with a meter — it should read below 15%.

Ottawa Paint Contractors — ottawapaintcontractors.com — Generated May 10, 2026



Restain using proper technique: Work in sections of 2-3 boards, maintain a wet edge, and apply stain in the

direction of the wood grain. Spray and back-brush is the most reliable method for even coverage.

Cost: Chemical stripper runs $25 to $40 per gallon (covers about 100 square feet per gallon). Power washer
rental: $50 to $80 per day. New stain: $50-$80 per gallon. Total DIY for a 250 square foot deck: $200 to $400

in materials.

Professional strip and restain in Ottawa: $5 to $8 per square foot, so roughly $1,250 to $2,000 for a 250
square foot deck. This is where the Ottawa pricing advantage shows — the same job in Toronto or the GTA
would run 10-15% higher.

Preventing Blotchy Stain Next Time

Pre-stain conditioner: For softwoods like cedar and pressure-treated pine, applying a pre-stain wood
conditioner before the actual stain helps regulate absorption. It partially seals the most porous areas so the

stain absorbs more evenly. Cost: about $20 to $30 per gallon.

Stain in the right conditions: In Ottawa, the ideal staining conditions are 18°C to 28°C, humidity below 70%,
no rain forecast for 24 hours, and the deck surface in shade (or at least not in direct blazing sun). Early

morning or late afternoon application avoids the midday heat that causes premature drying.

Back-brush every application. Whether you spray, roll, or brush the stain on, always finish by brushing in the

direction of the grain to work the product into the wood and eliminate puddles.

Test first. Apply stain to a small, inconspicuous area (under a step or at the far corner) and let it dry fully

before committing to the entire deck. This ten-minute test can save you hours of correction work.

If you are dealing with a blotchy deck and want professional eyes on it, browse the Ottawa Construction
Network directory for painters experienced with deck refinishing. Ottawa Paint Contractors' Paint IQ is also

here whenever you need a second opinion on your approach.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins
RenoMotion Inc.
Somar Contracting Inc.

EasySave Painting
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e ALTIOR CONSTRUCTION
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Q14
Best Deck Stain Colour to Match Your Ottawa Home's Natural Wood Trim?

Choosing a deck stain colour that complements your Ottawa home's natural wood trim is one of those decisions
that affects your curb appeal for years. Get it right and your outdoor space feels like a cohesive extension of the
house. Get it wrong and the deck sticks out like it belongs to a different property. Here is how to approach the
decision with confidence.

Understanding Your Existing Wood Trim
First, identify what type of natural wood trim your Ottawa home has. This determines your entire colour palette:
Common natural wood trims on Ottawa homes:

e Western Red Cedar (reddish-brown, warm tones) — Very common on Ottawa homes built or renovated in the

1990s-2010s. Popular for soffits, fascia, window casings, and porch detalils.

e White Oak (honey-gold, medium tones) — Found on higher-end Ottawa custom builds, particularly in Rockcliffe,
Manotick, and Riverside South.

e Douglas Fir (pinkish-brown, warm-amber) — Common on heritage homes in the Glebe, Sandy Hill, and Old
Ottawa South.

e Pine (clear or knotty) (yellow-blonde, light tones) — Extremely common on Ottawa porches, columns, and
decorative trim, especially on homes from the 1970s-90s.

¢ Ipe/lronwood (deep chocolate-brown) — Found on modern Ottawa builds and renovations, especially in
Westboro and Hintonburg.

The Golden Rule: Coordinate, Do Not Match

The biggest mistake is trying to stain your deck the exact same colour as your trim. This looks flat and
monotonous. Instead, choose a deck stain that coordinates through tone and undertone while being a
different shade.

The approach:

e If your trim is warm-toned (red cedar, Douglas fir), choose a deck stain in the warm family but a different depth
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If your trim is cool-toned (grey-weathered wood, whitewashed pine), choose a deck stain with cool or neutral

undertones

Create contrast through depth — lighter trim pairs with a medium-dark deck, or dark trim pairs with a medium-
light deck

Specific Colour Recommendations by Trim Type

Red Cedar Trim

Your trim has warm, reddish undertones. Best deck stain colours:
Natural Cedar semi-transparent — Enhances the deck wood's grain while staying in the same warm family as

your trim, one shade lighter or darker
Honey Gold — A step warmer and lighter that complements without competing

Dark Walnut — If you want contrast, a deep brown with warm undertones anchors the deck while the cedar trim

stays the accent

White Oak / Honey Trim

Autumn Brown — Deeper than oak but shares the golden undertone
Chestnut — Warm medium-brown that reads as a richer version of the oak tone

Natural (clear with UV protection) — If your deck wood is already attractive, a clear or natural stain lets it
complement oak trim without colour competition
Pine / Blonde Trim

Golden Pecan — Adds warmth and richness without going too dark against light trim
Cedar Naturaltone — Introduces gentle warmth that makes blonde pine trim pop

Driftwood Grey — For a modern look, grey deck stain against blonde pine creates a sophisticated contrast

(very popular in Ottawa's Westboro and Wellington West neighbourhoods)

Dark Wood Trim (Ipe, Dark Walnut)

Natural/Clear on lighter deck wood — Let the contrast work for you
Redwood — A medium-warm tone that provides relief against very dark trim

Grey Wash — Creates a contemporary feel against dark frames

Semi-Transparent vs. Solid: Which Shows Off the Coordination Best?
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For matching with natural wood trim, semi-transparent stain is almost always the right choice. Here is why:

It lets the deck's natural wood grain show through, creating visual harmony with the unstained trim
It provides colour without hiding the wood character

Solid stain on a deck next to natural wood trim creates a jarring mismatch — one surface looks like wood, the

other looks painted

The exception: if your deck boards are old, patched, or mixed species, solid stain gives a uniform appearance
that can actually look better than semi-transparent highlighting inconsistencies.
Product Recommendations for Ottawa

Ottawa's extreme climate (-30°C to +35°C temperature range, heavy UV exposure, 200+ cm snow load)

demands stain products that can handle abuse:

| Product | Type | Ottawa Performance | Cost/Gallon | | | [ | | | Sikkens Cetol
DEK | Semi-transparent | Excellent UV, 3-4 year life | $55-$65 | | Benjamin Moore Arborcoat | Semi-
transparent | Great colour retention | $50-$60 | | TWP 1500 Series | Semi-transparent | Best penetration, 3-5
year life | $45-$55 | | Cabot Australian Timber Oil | Semi-transparent oil | Excellent on hardwoods | $40-$50 | |

Behr Premium Semi-Transparent | Semi-transparent | Decent value, 2-3 year life | $35-$45 |

Ottawa pricing on deck stain runs 10-15% below the GTA at local suppliers. For the best selection and colour-
matching advice, visit a dedicated paint store (Randall's, Central Paint, Dulux Store) rather than big box — they

can custom-tint stain to coordinate with a sample of your trim.

The Sample Board Method

Before committing to a colour, make sample boards:

Buy two or three small stain samples ($8-$12 each for sample sizes in Ottawa)

Apply each to a piece of the same wood species as your deck (grab an offcut from a lumber yard)

Let them dry 48 hours, then hold each sample next to your home's wood trim in direct sunlight and in shade
Check at different times of day — colours shift dramatically between morning and afternoon light

This 30-minute exercise prevents the regret of staining an entire deck in the wrong colour. It is especially
important in Ottawa where our long winter light (low sun angle, grey sky) makes colours look different than they

do in bright summer sun.

Ottawa Deck Staining Timing
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For the best stain adhesion and colour accuracy, schedule your deck staining during Ottawa's optimal window:

e Best: Late May through mid-June, or September
e Acceptable: July and August (watch for humidity above 80% which slows absorption)
e Avoid: Spring when the deck is still damp from snowmelt (wood moisture must be below 15%)

Professional deck staining in Ottawa runs $2.50-$4.50 per square foot for semi-transparent stain including prep

(cleaning, sanding, one or two coats). A standard 200 sq ft deck costs roughly $500-$900 professionally done.

For help selecting the right deck stain colour for your home's specific wood trim, browse the Ottawa
Construction Network directory or visit Ottawa Paint Contractors to find deck staining professionals who

can do an on-site colour consultation with sample boards held right against your trim.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

Justyn Rook Contracting

Above All Painting Inc.

Prochampion

Dump n Dash Hauling
e CONSTRUST BK INC

View all contractors ?

Q15
How to Remove Old Flaking Deck Stain Before Restaining Your Ottawa Deck?

Removing old, flaking deck stain is the unglamorous but absolutely essential first step to a restaining job that lasts.
In Ottawa's climate, decks take extraordinary punishment — freeze-thaw cycles, heavy snow loads, intense
summer UV, and spring melt flooding — and failed stain removal is the #1 reason Ottawa decks need restaining

every 1-2 years instead of every 3-5. Here is the complete process.

Why You Cannot Just Stain Over Flaking Old Stain

| understand the temptation to skip stripping and just put fresh stain on top. Here is why it fails every time:
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New stain bonds to the old stain, not the wood. If the old stain is flaking, the new stain flakes with it.

Layered stain buildup cracks and peels faster because thick film coats cannot flex with Ottawa's temperature
swings

Semi-transparent stain over patchy old stain creates an uneven, blotchy appearance that looks worse than the
worn original

Trapped moisture between layers causes accelerated wood rot — a structural problem, not just cosmetic

Assess What You Are Dealing With
Before choosing a removal method, determine what type of stain is failing:

Film-forming stains (solid and some semi-transparent): These sit on the surface and peel in visible sheets

or chips. You can often get a fingernail under the edge of a flake. These require the most aggressive removal.

Penetrating stains (semi-transparent oil, transparent): These soak into wood fibres and do not truly peel —

they fade, grey, and wear thin. Removal is easier because you are not fighting a surface film.

How to tell: Run your fingernail across the wood. If you scrape up a thin film of colour, it is film-forming. If the

colour is embedded in the wood grain and you cannot lift it, it is penetrating.

Method 1: Power Washing (For Lightly Failing Stain)

Best for: Penetrating stains that have faded, partially worn solid stains with less than 30% flaking.

Equipment:

Pressure washer at 2,000-2,500 PSI — Available for rent at Ottawa locations like Battlefield Equipment Rentals
or Home Depot for $60-$90 per day

Fan tip nozzle (25 or 40 degree) — never use a zero-degree tip on wood

Keep the nozzle 8-12 inches from the deck surface

Technique:

Work with the wood grain, never across it

Use consistent, overlapping strokes — skipping creates visible striping
Maintain a consistent distance and speed — pausing gouges the wood
Start with lower pressure and increase only if needed

Caution: Over-aggressive power washing on Ottawa decks can raise the wood grain severely, creating a fuzzy,

splintery surface that requires heavy sanding before restaining. This is the most common DIY mistake. Less
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pressure, more passes is always better than blasting.

Method 2: Chemical Stripping (For Heavy Film-Forming Stain)
Best for: Solid stains with heavy buildup, multiple layers of old stain, thick peeling film.

Chemical strippers dissolve the old stain so you can scrub and wash it off without damaging the wood

underneath.

Recommended products available in Ottawa:

| Product | Type | Coverage | Cost | | [ | [ | | Flood StripPeel | Gel stripper | 75-100 sq ft/gal
| $25-$35/gal | | Behr Wood Stain Stripper | Liquid | 100-150 sq ft/gal | $20-$30/gal | | Cabot Problem Solver |
Liquid | 100-150 sq ft/gal | $25-$35/gal | | Citristrip | Gel (low-odour) | 50-75 sq ft/gal | $30-$40/gal |

Application process:

e Sweep the deck thoroughly and wet surrounding plants with water (chemical protection)
e Apply stripper generously with a pump sprayer or roller — do not be stingy

¢ Allow the manufacturer's recommended dwell time (typically 15-30 minutes) — the stripper needs time to soften
the old finish

e Scrub with a stiff bristle deck brush while the stripper is still wet

e Power wash off at 1,500-2,000 PSI — the combination of loosened stain and water pressure removes

everything
e Repeat on stubborn areas if needed

For a standard 200 sq ft Ottawa deck, plan on 2-3 gallons of stripper and 3-5 hours of work.

Method 3: Sanding (For Stubborn Spots or Full Removal)

Best for: Removing remaining stain patches after chemical stripping or power washing, preparing wood for a

perfectly even restain.
Equipment:

e Random orbital sander with 60-80 grit discs for deck boards (do not use a belt sander — too aggressive,
creates gouges)

e Detail sander for railings, spindles, and tight areas

e Sanding sponges for hand work on profiles
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Sanding an entire deck is labour-intensive — budget 6-10 hours for a 200 sq ft deck with railings. However, it

gives the most uniform surface for restaining.

Ottawa pro tip: Rent a drum-style deck sander from equipment rental (about $75-$100/day in Ottawa). These

are purpose-built for deck sanding and cover flat surfaces 5x faster than a hand-held orbital.

Step 4: Brightening (The Step Most People Skip)

After stripping and washing, wood often looks grey, dark, or uneven. A wood brightener restores the natural

colour and neutralizes chemical residue from strippers:

Apply oxalic acid-based wood brightener (Flood Deck Brightener, Behr Premium Deck Brightener — $15-
$25/gallon in Ottawa)

Let sit 10-15 minutes, then rinse thoroughly
This step also opens the wood pores for better stain penetration

Skipping brightener is one reason restained decks look patchy — the stain absorbs unevenly into grey, closed-

pore wood.

Step 5: Drying Time (Critical in Ottawa)

After all washing and brightening, the deck must dry completely before staining:

Minimum 48 hours of dry weather in summer conditions
72+ hours in spring or fall when temperatures are cooler and humidity is higher

Test by sprinkling water on the wood — if it beads up, the wood is still saturated. If it absorbs within 10

seconds, you are ready to stain.

Use a pin-type moisture meter if you want precision — wood moisture should be below 15% for stain

application. Meters cost $25-$40 at Ottawa hardware stores.

In Ottawa, the best time for this entire process is late May through early June — after the last snow has
melted and the wood has had a few weeks to dry out from winter moisture, but before the summer heat and

humidity peak.

Full Project Timeline and Cost for Ottawa

DIY deck strip and restain (200 sq ft deck):
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| Phase | Time | Materials Cost | | | | | | Chemical stripping | 4-5 hours | $60-$100 | | Power
washing | 2-3 hours | $60-$90 (rental) | | Brightening | 1 hour | $15-$25 | | Drying | 48-72 hours | $0 | | Sanding (if
needed) | 4-8 hours | $30-$50 (sandpaper) | | Staining (2 coats) | 3-4 hours | $80-$130 | | Total | 2-3 weekends |
$245-$395 |

Professional deck stripping and restaining in Ottawa:

Strip + restain: $4.00-$7.00 per square foot
200 sq ft deck: $800-$1,400
Includes: Chemical stripping, power washing, brightening, sanding, two coats of quality stain

Ottawa pricing runs about 10-15% below GTA rates for equivalent work
Common Mistakes That Ruin Ottawa Deck Restaining

Staining before wood is fully dry — trapped moisture causes peeling within one season
Over-applying stain — two thin coats beat one thick coat. Thick stain pools in low spots and peels.

Staining in direct sunlight — the stain dries too fast and does not penetrate. Stain in shade or on overcast

days, or follow the sun around the house.

Ignoring end grain — the cut ends of deck boards absorb 10x more moisture. Apply an extra coat of stain to all

end grain, especially boards that overhang.
Skipping the brightener — creates the uneven, blotchy restain that makes people regret the whole project

For professional deck stripping and restaining in Ottawa, browse the Ottawa Construction Network directory
or visit Ottawa Paint Contractors to find deck specialists who understand the specific challenges of maintaining

decks through Ottawa's extreme seasonal cycles.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Ottawa Construction Network connects Ottawa homeowners with

qualified professionals:

613Bins

JC Carpentry

BR Wood Finishing

Humble Homes - property maintenance

Vanguard Environmental

View all contractors ?
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Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Paint Contractors. It does not constitute
professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any painting
project. Information is current as of May 10, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawapaintcontractors.com for the latest answers.
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